
 

 

     February 22nd is Ash Wednesday, when we begin our Lenten jour-

ney to the cross.  During this Lenten season, and as we approach Holy 

Week and Jesus’ suffering and passion, we take time to consider all He 

went through for us.  When Jesus was 40 days old, His parents took 

Him to the temple in Jerusalem to present Him, as the Law required 

for firstborn sons.  A man named Simeon was in the temple that day.  

The Holy Spirit had revealed to Simeon that this baby was the Messi-

ah.  Upon seeing Him, Simeon took the child in his arms and praised 

God with words known as the Nunc Dimittis, found in Luke 2:29-32.  

Then, according to verses 34-35, “Simeon blessed them and said to 

Mary, his mother: ‘This child is destined to cause the falling and rising 

of  many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that 

the thoughts of  many hearts will be revealed.  And a sword will pierce 

your own soul too.’”  How Mary and Joseph must have shuddered 

when they heard those words. 

     “A sign spoken against.”  That prophecy was certainly fulfilled.  In 

Luke’s Gospel alone, we see Jesus spoken against many times.  At the 

beginning of  His ministry, Jesus taught in the synagogue at His 

hometown, Nazareth.  At first, the crowd was amazed at the authority 

with which He spoke.  But when His words hit a little too close to 

home, Luke tells us in 4:28, “All the people in the synagogue were furi-

ous.”  Enraged, they drove Him out of  town and tried to throw Him 

off  a cliff.  But Jesus escaped.  Imagine how He must have been spo-

ken against in Nazareth in the days that followed!   

     In Luke 5, a paralyzed man was brought to Jesus.  Jesus tells the 

man that his sins are forgiven, and the Pharisees accuse Him of  blas-
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es were brought forward to speak against 

Him.  Even Peter spoke against Him when he 

denied Him.  When He was on the cross, the 

people continued to speak against Him, 

mocking and jeering.  Even the criminals who 

were crucified with Him joined in speaking 

against Him (Matt. 27:44)! 

     “This child will be a sign that will be spo-

ken against,” Simeon had prophesied, and it 

came true.  But in the words of  the angel: “I 

bring you good news of  great joy that will be 

for all people.  Today in the town of  David a 

Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the 

Lord.”  Jesus became the sign spoken against 

so that we might have a Savior.  He went 

through all this abuse, verbal and physical, 

because of  the great love He has for sinners.   

     Hebrews 2:9 says, “But we see Je-

sus…now crowned with glory and honor be-

cause He suffered death, so that by the grace 

of  God He might taste death for everyone.”  

Because He suffered and tasted death, we 

won’t have to, at least not eternally.  We’ll live 

forever with Him.  Jesus became the sign 

spoken against so He could rescue us.  May 

this message of  peace be with you as we 

begin our Lenten journey and prepare to 

meet our risen Savior on Easter morning! 

  

 In Christ,  

   Pastor Bushre       

phemy.  Later, they speak 

against Jesus because He 

and His disciples pluck 

some grain, and because 

Jesus heals a man whose 

hand is shriveled, both on the Sabbath.  They 

condemn Him for doing work on the Sabbath, 

and Luke concludes chapter six: “They were 

furious and began to discuss with one another 

what they might do to Jesus.”  Jesus was in-

deed a sign spoken against. 

     When a sinful woman anoints Jesus’ feet in 

Luke 7, they speak against Him and say, “If  

this man were a prophet, He would know who 

is touching Him and what kind of  woman she 

is, that she is a sinner.”  There were some who 

accused Jesus of  casting out demons through 

the power of  Satan in Luke chapter 11.  Later, 

in chapter 13, when Jesus heals a crippled 

woman on the Sabbath, the ruler of  the syna-

gogue becomes angry and speaks against Jesus.  

Luke tells us in chapter 15, “The tax collectors 

and sinners were all gathering around to hear 

Him.  But the Pharisees and the teachers of  

the law muttered, ‘This man welcomes sinners 

and eats with them.’”  He was a sign spoken 

against. 

     And we all know what happened at the end 

of  Jesus’ life.  His disciple, Judas, joined in the 

plot against Him.  At Jesus’ trial, false witness-
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We had a nice turnout for our JanBoree event in January.  The 

Wildlife In Need Center brought 3 of their Animal Ambassadors to 

share with us—Chase the Striped Skunk, Meadow the Bullsnake, 

and Jewel the Ornate Box Turtle.  Families were able to go on a 

scavenger hunt on our trails and received a take-home activity bag.  

A big “THANK YOU” to everyone who helped with assembling 

the activity bags and those that donated items or money to fully 

cover the cost of the presentation.  What a blessing to be able to 

open our doors to the community and share the program that God 

has blessed us with! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

 

1 

10am Chapel 

4pm Confirmation 

2 

10am Chapel 

1pm Summit Woods 

3 4 

5 

9am Worship 

10:10am Bible Class 

6 7 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

8 

10am Chapel 

4pm Confirmation 

9 

10am Chapel 

1pm Summit Woods 

10 11 

 

12 

9am Worship 

10:10am Bible Class 

13 14 - Valentine’s Day 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

15 
9am Breakfast Club 

10am Chapel 

4pm Confirmation 

16 
10am Chapel 

1pm Summit Woods 

1:30pm Staff Meeting 

17 

Early Childhood CLOSED 

18 

19 

9am Worship 

10:10am Bible Class 

20 - Presidents’ Day 21 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

22 - Ash Wednesday 

10am & 7pm Worship 

1pm Summit Woods 

23 

 

24 25 

26 

9am Worship 

10:10am Bible Class 

27 

 

28 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

1 
10am & 7pm Worship 

1pm Summit Woods 

4pm Confirmation 

2 

7pm Elders Meeting 

3 

 

4 

5 

9am Worship 

10:10am Bible Class 

6 

Online Scholastic 
Book Fair (all week) 

7 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

8 

10am & 7pm Worship 

4pm Confirmation 

9 

1pm Summit Woods 

7pm PC Meeting 

10 11 

 

12 - Daylight Saving Time Begins 

9am Worship 

10:10am Bible Class 

13 14 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

15 
9am Breakfast Club 

10am & 7pm Worship 

4pm Confirmation 

16 

1pm Summit Woods 

1:30pm Staff Meeting 

17 - St. Patrick’s Day 18 

19 

9am Worship 

10:10am Bible Class 

20 - 1st Day of Spring 21 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

22 

10am & 7pm Worship 

4pm Confirmation 

23 

1pm Summit Woods 

24 

 

25 

26 

9am Worship 

10:10am Bible Class 

27 
Early Childhood CLOSED 

28 
Early Childhood CLOSED 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

29 
Early Childhood CLOSED 

10am & 7pm Worship 

30 
Early Childhood CLOSED 

1pm Summit Woods 

31 
Early Childhood CLOSED 

1 

2 - Palm Sunday 

9am Worship 

10:15am Potluck Brunch 

3 

 

4 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

5 

 

6 - Maundy Thursday 

10am & 7pm Worship 

1pm Summit Woods 

7 - Good Friday 

OFFICES & EC CLOSED 

10am & 7pm Worship 

8 

 

9 - Easter Sunday 

9am Worship 

10 

OFFICES & EC CLOSED 

11 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

12 

10am Chapel 

4pm Confirmation 

13 

10am Chapel 

1pm Summit Woods 

14 15 

16 

9am Worship 

10:10am Bible Class 

17 18 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

19 
9am Breakfast Club 

10am Chapel 

4pm Confirmation 

20 
10am Chapel 

1pm Summit Woods 

1:30pm Staff Meeting 

21 22 - Earth Day 

23 

9am Worship 

10:15am Elders’ Exam 

24 

 

25 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

26 

10am Chapel 

4pm Confirmation 

27 

10am Chapel 

1pm Summit Woods 

28 

 

29 

30 

9am Worship 

10:10am Bible Class 

      

*February* *March* *April* 
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We’ve all heard that stewardship means giving to the 

church of  our time, talents and treasure. This allitera-

tive trinity helps us see that giving is not just about 

money, but about our whole lives. As we confess in the 

Small Catechism’s explanation of  the First Article of  

the Apostle’s Creed, God gives us everything we have 

and enjoy. First we confess that God gives us “our 

body and soul, our eyes, ears, and all our members, our 

reason and all our senses” (SC II). Then we confess 

that He gives us material things. The time, talents, and 

treasure trinity places before our eyes the fact that we 

are to give something of  all three of  these things to-

ward the mission of  the church in thanksgiving for 

what God has provided. For everything we have, and 

indeed, everything we are, comes from God’s fatherly, 

divine goodness and mercy.  

 

The problem with this alliterative trinity comes when 

we replace one little word with another little word — 

when we replace the word and with the word or. It is 

always written with the and, but when we read it, we 

read it with the or. Thus this quite helpful trinity, which 

extolls that everything that we have and are is a gift 

from God, to be given back in service of  His church, 

turns into a trinity that we can pick and choose from 

when we serve God. The giving of  our time, talents and 

treasure turns into the giving of  our time, talents or 

treasure.  

 

Then the question arises: Can we give of  our time and 

talents instead of  our treasure? Or perhaps it is the 

other way round: Can we give of  our treasure and not 

of  our time and talents? But these are the wrong ques-

tions. The right question is, can we give of  our time 

and talents in addition to our treasure? Yes, indeed, we 

are called to give of  all three. The things that God gives 

us are not to be pitted against 

one another. Rather, they are 

given to us, and we are to press 

them all into God’s service for 

benefit of  His church and our 

neighbors in need.  

 

Thus, we give all three. We give 

our treasure in the form of  a generous, first-fruits 

proportion of  our income. We give of  our time in 

generosity for the benefit of  Christ’s holy church. 

We give of  our talents in the same manner. Since 

God gave us all these things, we are called to give 

generously of  all these things in faith toward Him 

and in fervent love to our neighbors.  

 

For God has provided all these things for us. Out 

of  His fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, He 

gives us each time, talents AND treasure as a 

means to bless those around us. We serve our 

neighbors with these things, blessing them with the 

blessings with which God has blessed us. We give 

of  our time, talents and treasure to our families, 

our society, our church and our local congrega-

tions. And we do this because we know that we are 

not our own. Rather, we belong to God. We have 

been bought with a price: the holy, precious blood 

and innocent suffering and death of  our Lord Jesus 

Christ. He gave everything — His time, His talents 

and His treasure — to have us as His own and to 

live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in 

everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessed-

ness. We have these things as gifts and blessings 

from God. Let us then press them all into service 

for the sake of  His love — time, talents and treas-

ure together.  

Don’t Replace “And” with “Or” 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry - February 2023 
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Christmas By Candlelight 

A group of  ladies from CTL attended this annual event at Lake Country Luther-

an.  It was a nice turnout and  we had a good time getting to know each other 

better and hearing how God is always at work!  
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Thank you to everyone who joined to Christmas carol again 
this past December. On Sunday December 18th, on a cold but 
sunny afternoon, we were able to pay house visits to Virginia 
Kienast, Melissa and her kids (a family we are connected with 
through our ministry with A Place of Refuge), Ron Herold 
and Kensington senior living facility. Extra copies of music 
were handed out to the residents there and we were even 
blessed with a rendition of Rudolph the Red-nosed reindeer 
from one of the residents! Join us next year to go out into the 
community spreading cheer and the good news of Jesus' birth! 



 

 

Sometime around the year 762 BC, Amos, a herdsman from the 
small Judean town of Tekoa, heard the voice of God and com-
pared it to hearing the roaring of a lion, a roaring that causes pas-
tures to mourn and forests to wither (Amos 1:2). That is some 
kind of roar! The prophet then personally encounters the Lord as 
a Lion (3:12), and this propels him to confront Israel’s movers 
and shakers who were deaf to God’s call of justice and righteous-
ness (e.g., 5:24; 7:1–17). 
 

This Lent, we will listen to the Lion as He rumbles. And gathering 
under the cross, we will all the more be amazed when the roaring 
Lion defeats His greatest enemies: the devil, hell, and the power 
of death. Then with resurrection joy we will say of Jesus, “The 
Lion of the tribe of Judah . . . has conquered” (Revelation 5:5). 

 

Ash Wednesday - Amos 1:1–2 “Rescued from the Rubble” 
Midweek 1 - Amos 3:1–8 “Upside Down” 
Midweek 2 - Amos 5:18 “This Is the Night the Lord Has Made” 
Midweek 3 - Amos 6:6 “Grieving for Joseph” 
Midweek 4 - Amos 7:1–6 “Locust Here, Locusts There, Locusts Seem to Be Everywhere” 
Midweek 5 - Amos 7:10–17 “Lion Alert!” 
Maundy Thursday - Amos 8:11–14 “The Taste Test” 
Good Friday - Amos 9:1–6 “Buried!” 
Easter - Amos 9:11–15 “The Party” 

3031 Summit Ave 

Waukesha, WI 53188 

 

Visit us online: 

ChristTheLife.com 

Church: 262-547-1817 

Early Childhood: 262-547-7315 
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