
 

 

“In the beginning, God created 

the heavens and the earth.” 

                        – Genesis 1:1 

     Creation has been on my mind 

a lot lately, as we’re studying 

Creation vs. Evolution in our 

Sunday morning Bible Class.  

The story of Creation in Genesis 

is one of my favorite parts of the 

Bible.  I find it fascinating, and, 

because of that, I’ve spent a lot of 

time in my life studying creation 

and evolution.  Through my stud-

ies, I’ve come to know two things 

for sure: 1) Creation is true, evo-

lution is false, and, 2) As a 

church, we must teach Creation 

according to Genesis.  Creation is 

one of the fundamental teachings 

of the Bible, and, as a church 

body that believes in teaching on-

ly Scripture, and ALL of Scrip-

ture, we must teach Creation.  If 

we don’t teach Creation, or teach 

it in a way that conflicts with 

Scripture, we don’t do our job.  

We let down both God and each 

other.    

     As Lutherans, we believe the 

Nicene Creed is a true and correct 

summary of Scripture, of our 

faith.  The first article of this 

creed says:  “I believe in God the 

Father Almighty, maker of heav-

en and earth, and of all things 

visible and invisible.”  This arti-

cle sets the foundation for our 

beliefs: God the Father made 

everything that exists, both the 

things we see and don’t see.  The 

creed then goes on to describe 

the actions of the second and 

third persons of the Trinity, the 

Son and the Holy Spirit.  Scrip-

ture, summarized by this creed, 

describes our Trinitarian beliefs. 

     If we deny creation, we deny 

the Trinity, because we deny the 

Father’s action for us in history.  

And if we deny the Father, 

what’s to stop us from denying 

the Son?  Then we’d lose the 

Savior, as well.  It’s a slippery 

slope.  If we don’t teach creation, 

we don’t have a faith properly 

grounded in the Trinity, or in the 

words of Scripture.  That makes 

for a faith on shaky ground be-

cause we don’t know our origins, 

our foundations, or our God.  We 
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This is what we’re to teach.  We’re not to 

add in evolution, other gods, millions of 

years, or anything that’s not mentioned in 

Scripture.  This is the account God has given 

us, and this must be good enough for us. 

     Why do some people add to the creation 

account?  Some let their imaginations run 

wild and add all kinds of silly things into the 

Biblical Creation account.  But imagination 

should be used in art, not Biblical interpreta-

tion.  Some people call themselves Christian, 

yet add millions of years into Genesis to ac-

count for the “facts” of science.  Some peo-

ple are innocently led to believe that evolu-

tion is a fact and that this is how the world 

came to be, in spite of what Scripture says.  

Scientists would have us believe that evolu-

tion is a proven fact and that this is how life 

came to be.  Many Christians are led to be-

lieve this and try to accommodate these 

“facts” with the narrative of Scripture.  They 

feel they must do this in order to keep their 

faith and keep up with scientific discovery.   

     But the two systems, evolution and crea-

tion, are incompatible.  Evolution by chance 

doesn’t allow for an intelligent creator, and 

creationism does not allow for the evolution 

of life by chance.  Logically the two are dia-

metrically opposed.  Christ tells us in Mat-

thew 6:24 that you cannot serve two masters, 

and in Matthew 12:25 that a divided house 

cannot stand.  In seeking to serve both crea-

tion and evolution, God and chance, we 

serve neither, and our salvation is put in 

jeopardy.   

(Continued on page 3) 

wouldn’t see the Fa-

ther’s loving action in 

history for us.  The Trin-

ity would suddenly not 

be a Trinity anymore, 

since the Father would 

be shrouded in darkness with no action by 

which we know Him.  Not to mention, we’d 

deny our own existence by denying the way 

in which we’re made.    

     Historically, Creation has always been 

taught in the orthodox Christian Church ac-

cording to Genesis.  This is one way all 

Christians have unity with each other.  A 

Christian who hasn’t been taught creation 

doesn’t have an important bond with fellow 

Christians, past and present.  He may find it 

easy to fall into false teaching, since he’s not 

grounded in true Trinitarian teaching.  For 

all he knows, evolutionists may have the 

proper understanding of how the world came 

to be.  When that natural curiosity about his 

own origins comes upon him, he may seek 

answers in a place he shouldn’t go, since he 

doesn’t know better.   

     God has revealed Himself as the Creator 

of all things visible and invisible.  If He’s 

revealed Himself in this way, we must teach 

others about Him in this way.  We must 

teach Scripture in its truth and fullness.  

Therefore, we must teach creation. 

     The Christian teaching of Creation says 

God created everything that exists by His 

Word out of nothing in six normal days.  

(Continued from page 1) 

A Message From Pastor Bushre... Continued 

Page 2  Grace  
Notes  

Christ  the L i fe  
Quarter ly Newsletter  



 

 

 

Page 3  Grace  
Notes  

Christ  the L i fe  
Quarter ly Newsletter  

     We must teach the Genesis account, 

and the Genesis account only.  If we al-

low that creation may have occurred in a 

different way from what Genesis says, 

we put our souls in danger.  People will 

start to wonder then if, perhaps, other 

things in the Bible occurred differently 

than the way it’s written.  Perhaps God 

has deceived us.  Maybe Jonah and the 

big fish was a myth.  Maybe Jesus 

sinned while on earth and it just wasn’t 

written down.  Maybe Christ didn’t real-

ly die or wasn’t really raised from the 

dead.  If the Bible could all be lies and 

half-truths, our assurance of salvation is 

suddenly gone.  If God is a deceiver, we 

shouldn’t believe in Him.  Again, the 

slippery slope.  This is how a faulty cre-

ation account puts souls in jeopardy.  

Mixing evolution and creation simply 

doesn’t work, and can lead to a loss of 

faith. 

     The historical Christian faith as sum-

marized in the Nicene Creed, is based 

on the clear words of Scripture in its 

truth and fullness.  Creation should be 

taught as it’s written in Genesis, with no 

additions or subtractions.  Since a 

knowledge of Biblical creation is essen-

tial for a proper Trinitarian faith, and 

creation accounts different from Scrip-

ture can jeopardize souls, it’s crucial we 

teach Biblical creation in Lutheran con-

gregations.  Scripture is clear about how 

God made us, saved us through His Son, 

and still takes care of our every need!  

To God be all the glory! 

  

 In Christ, Pastor Bushre       

(Continued from page 2) 

To our Christ the Life family, 

     Julie and I would like to thank all of you for the 

gift card to Fleming’s Steakhouse I received for Pas-

tor Appreciation Month. We are so very grateful for 

all of you and blessed to be part of this congregation 

and family we have here at CtL. It has been my joy 

and privilege to serve as you pastor these last four 

years, and we pray that we are together with you for 

many, many more. Thank you again, and we wish 

you God’s richest blessings!  

Pastor Bushre and family 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

2 

10am Chapel 

4pm Confirmation 

3 

10am Chapel 

7pm Elders Meeting 

4 5 

6 

9am Worship 

10:10am SS & Bible Classes 

7 8 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

9 

10am Chapel 

4pm Confirmation 

10 

10am Chapel 

7pm PC Meeting 

11 12 

9-3 Craft Fair 

13 

9am Worship 

10:10am Voters’ Meeting 

14 15 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

16 

9am Breakfast Club 

10am Chapel 

4pm Confirmation 

17 

10am Chapel 

1:30pm Staff Meeting 

18 19 

20 

9am Worship 

10:10am SS & Bible Classes 

21 22 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

23 
Early Childhood CLOSED 

10am & 7pm Worship 

24 

Early Childhood CLOSED 

Offices Closed 

25 

Early Childhood CLOSED 

Offices Closed 

26 

27 

9am Worship 

10:10am SS & Bible Classes 

28 

 

29 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

30 

10am & 7pm Worship 

4pm Confirmation 

1 

7pm Elders Meeting 

2 

 

3 

4 

9am Worship 

10:10am SS & Bible Classes 

5 

 

6 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

7 

10am & 7pm Worship 

4pm Confirmation 

8 

7pm PC Meeting 

9 10 

11 

9am Worship 

10:10am Voters’ Meeting 

Christmas Decorating 

12 13 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

14 

10am & 7pm Worship 

4pm Confirmation 

15 

1:30pm Staff Meeting 

5:30pm EC Christmas 
Program 

16 17 

 

18 

9am Worship 

10:10am SS & Bible Classes 

19 20 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

21 

9am Breakfast Club 

10am & 7pm Worship 

22 

 

23 

Early Childhood CLOSED 

Offices Closed 

24 

5pm Worship 

25 

*10am* Worship 

26 

Early Childhood CLOSED 

Offices Closed 

27 

Early Childhood CLOSED 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

28 

Early Childhood CLOSED 

29 

Early Childhood CLOSED 

30 

Early Childhood CLOSED 

Offices Closed 

31 

1 

9am Worship 

Un-Decorate & Lunch 

2 
Early Childhood CLOSED 

Offices Closed 

3 
Early Childhood CLOSED 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

4 

10am Chapel 

5 

10am Chapel 

7pm Elders Meeting 

6 7 

 

8 

9am Worship 

10:10am SS & Bible Classes 

9 

 

10 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

11 

10am Chapel 

4pm Confirmation 

12 

10am Chapel 

7pm PC Meeting 

13 14 

15 

9am Worship 

10:10am SS & Bible Classes 

16 17 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

18 

9am Breakfast Club 

10am Chapel 

4pm Confirmation 

19 

10am Chapel 

1:30pm Staff Meeting 

20 21 

9am - Noon 
Waukesha JanBoree 

22 

9am Worship 

10:10am SS & Bible Classes 

23 

National Lutheran 
Schools Week Begins 

24 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

25 

10am Chapel 

4pm Confirmation 

26 

10am Chapel 

27 

 

28 

29 

9am Worship (EC Sings) 

10:15am Potluck Brunch 

30 31 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 
    

*November* *December* *January* 
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St. Paul wrote to Church of  Christ in Cor-
inth: “Each one must give as he has decided 
in his heart, not reluctantly or under com-
pulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 
Cor. 9:7). God loves a cheerful giver. But 
who is a cheerful giver? 

Abel was. By faith, he gave the firstborn of  
his flock, and it was acceptable in God’s 
sight. Abraham was. By faith, he prepared 
cakes and a tender choice calf  for God and 
entertained angels unaware. So also were 
David and Solomon. By faith, David would 
not make a sacrifice to God that cost him 
nothing, so he paid Araunah his due. By 
faith, Solomon built a house for God, where 

his name would 
dwell and thereby 
where He would 
dwell to be Israel’s 
God and they His 
people. 

What more shall we 
say? For time would 
fail us to tell of  all 
those who gave not simply for the joy of  
giving but for the joy of  knowing the 
One to whom they gave. 

So also our Lord, who for the joy set be-
fore Him, gave everything – yes, even 
His life – enduring the cross and scorn-
ing its shame. He gave to the shedding 
of  His blood, willingly and resolutely set-
ting His face toward Jerusalem to die for 
the life of  the world. Though He was 
rich in every way, He became poor, so 
that by His poverty, we might be rich be-
yond measure. 

So then, let us like Abel and Abraham, 
like David and Solomon, and even like 
our Lord Jesus Christ, give cheerfully to 
God for the work of  His kingdom in our 
midst. Like them, let us decide in our 
heart for the joy set before us. It’s the joy 
of  knowing the One to whom we give is 
the One who gives us all good things 

What Makes for a Cheerful Giver? 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry - November 2022 
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New Beginnings is a long-term, Christian-based program that offers structure and spiritual guidance 
for a young mother and her new baby. Mothers are invited to stay at the home for up to six years 
following the birth of  their child. In that time they can learn the skills needed to manage a house-
hold while adjusting as a new family. 
 
New Beginnings – A Home for Mothers was created by Christian Life Resources in 1993 to provide a 
safe, clean and caring environment for both pregnant women and new mothers in need. In late 
1998, New Beginnings was located in the metro-Denver area of  Colorado. In 2014 the home relocat-
ed to its current home facility. Although New Beginnings is located in the Milwaukee area, we wel-
come referrals from across the country. This home houses up to four women and their children in 
furnished apartments equipped with a kitchen, bathroom, living room and bedroom. The New Be-
ginnings program includes house rules, program management, professional counseling opportunities, 
and other services and resources. 
 
New Beginnings – A Home for Mothers, located in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, provides a loving and 
supportive place for single mothers to start a new life. This Christian-based residential setting is de-
signed to help new mothers become responsible parents – by raising their new babies in a caring 
environment. 
 
New Beginnings enables a single mother to live away from potentially dangerous or harmful influ-
ences and nurture her baby in a positive environment. We provide a unique opportunity for genera-
tionally poor mothers to grow in their confidence and independence while being supported in rais-
ing their child. 
 
Currently, our program provides opportunities to advance education, learn fundamental parenting 
and financial skills, participate in counseling sessions, and acquire an objective baseline for respon-
sible living through a structured faith-based program. Ultimately, our vision is to equip each mother 
with the skills and education needed to earn self-sustaining wages, without an indeterminate need 
for government assistance.  

Giving Tree 

This year, while Refuge House is in a transitional phase, we will be supporting a 

different program that also serves young mothers and their children.  Please take a 

minute to learn about New Beginnings - A Home For Mothers. 

http://www.christianliferesources.com/
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Embrace — Don’t Skip — Advent 
by Emily Olson, a member of Trinity Lutheran Church, Casper, Wyoming 

At a Reformation gathering in late October, surrounded by the warm tones of fall foliage, pumpkins, and Luther’s 

roses, a friend who works in retail told me of her current workload.  “Tonight’s the night my coworkers unload all 

the holiday stock,” she said. “Christmas starts tomorrow.” 

Her quip is sadly too true when it comes to American commercial culture. In the waning months of the year, we 

witness seemingly overnight transformations of merchandise displays from garish orange and black, purple and 

gray Halloween spookiness to red, white, and green, silver and gold bedazzling Christmas tree twinkles. Sometimes 

the displays coexist on store floors in a kind of brassy holiday overdose. And the marketplace push of holiday ware 

appears to continually move backwards. We groan at the Christmas countdowns that appear in July or August 

and rightly bemoan the loss of seasons. But if we’re honest with ourselves, we have to acknowledge that we don’t 

just half-heartedly capitulate to the merry jingles. We’re the reason Christmas comes early. 

Let’s face it. Though we ostensibly know about Advent (the penitential church season that begins this this Sunday 

and precedes our celebration of the birth of Christ), most of us choose to skip it for the soft glow of a secularized 

holiday. We festoon our homes in garland, indulge in bonbons, and buy, wrap and even open gifts long before 

we’ve ever heard readings from Luke 2 in church. And while we know there are no hard and fast rules about when 

to haul out the holly, we often exercise our Christian freedom in such matters a little too freely at times, kind of like 

eating too many sugarplums just because we can. At best, our chase of cheery, festive markers of Christmas that we 

find in the marketplace echoes our true and deep longings for lasting joy and fulfillment. But accelerating our cele-

brations is unlikely to provide the fix we need.   

So what happens when, the occasional midweek service notwithstanding, we effectively ignore Advent? 

I know what happens, because the consequence has buried me like a slow-moving avalanche. By the time we final-

ly reach Christmas Eve — opening day, as it were, of the wondrous season celebrating our savior’s birth — we are 

exhausted with Christmas. We want it to be over. After six solid weeks (or more) of Christmas carols, we are ready 

to sing “Silent Night” at the midnight service and be done with it for another year. By New Years’ Eve — er, the 

Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord, when He was just one week old — we’ve not only skipped Advent. We’ve 

checked out of Christmas. 

Thankfully, giving Advent our full attention is just the place to start to avoid Christmas burnout. Derived from the 

Latin word for “coming into,” Advent methodically prepares us to observe one of the most holy events in the histo-

ry of the world. It isn’t a stodgy stick-in-the-mud season of no-nos. Rather, it is a thoughtful, penitential time of 

reflecting upon the steadfast promises of God. We hear from prophets of old foretelling the savior, including Jere-

miah, who prophesied five hundred years before the birth of Christ: “Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, 

when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch,” (23:5). In the face of King Ahaz’s weak faith, Isaiah assured 

Israel (writing even before Jeremiah) that God always remains true to his word: “Therefore the Lord himself will 

give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” (7:14). Over 

years, decades, and centuries, God repeatedly reminded his people of his promise to deliver them. So we also, dur-

ing the four weeks of Advent, cherish and anticipate the hope of God’s people with John the Baptist, who exhorts 

wondering crowds to confess their sins and prepare for incarnate God to come (Mark 1:1-8). We, too, hear how our 

long-expected savior will cover our sins and forgive us (Matt. 26:28). 

One of the best things about Advent, I think, is how simple it is. We wait with listening ears in the quiet stillness as 

we meet together in Christ’s church. Advent wreaths composed of a bit of greenery and four candles help mark the 

season in our sanctuaries and homes. As our days become darker and colder, we turn our faces toward the flicker-

ing candlelight and hear of the light of the World (John 8:12). We fast, pray and contemplate, not because such ac-

tions merit us any righteousness, but because they discipline us to accept with patience and building joy what 

Christmas brings us. Advent, this wonderful, preparatory season, brings us not an artificial panorama of commer-

cial allure but God’s incarnate promise of eternal life. Though we can’t fully escape the secular trappings around 

us, we can focus our eyes on the one thing needful and strive to remember and pray the age-old words that God still 

answers: O come, o come, Emmanuel.    



 

 

3031 Summit Ave 

Waukesha, WI 53188 

 

Visit us online: 

ChristTheLife.com 

Church: 262-547-1817 

Early Childhood: 262-547-7315 

Email: Office@christthelife.com 

Christ the Life Ev. Lutheran 
Church 

Rev. Christopher Bushre 

 PastorBushre@christthelife.com 

Mrs. Julie Bushre, Early Childhood Administrator 

 JulieBushre@christthelife.com 

Mrs. Becki Van Allen, Office Manager 

 BeckiV@christthelife.com 

 


