
 

 

     After the ascension of Jesus, 
the Church began to grow.  But 
the Church doesn’t grow by magic.  
God chooses to work through 
means.  In the story of Philip and 
the Ethiopian (Acts 8:26-40), He 
works through Philip, one of the 
called apostles, and through His 
Word and Baptism.  This story is a 
wonderful picture of evangelism 
and of how the Christian faith 
grows and spreads.  Philip begins 
with God’s Word, instructing the 
Ethiopian about Jesus, and ends by 
baptizing him.  The Holy Spirit, 

with great care and individual 
attention, working in His 
Means of Grace and through 
His people, enlarges the 
church one person at a time. 

     It is the duty and privilege 
of every Christian to tell oth-
ers about Jesus.  From the 
most humble person to the 
most powerful (the Ethiopian 
was a very powerful man), 
God desires all people to hear 
the Gospel of His Son, Jesus.  
This is accomplished through 
those that have already heard 
and believed this Gospel.  As 
the eunuch says in verse 31, 

“How can I understand unless 
someone explains it to me?”  That 
is our duty, to explain and pro-
claim Jesus to all people.  As the 
apostle Peter tells us, “Always be 
prepared to give an answer to eve-
ryone who asks you to give the 
reason for the hope that you 
have” (1 Peter 3:15).   

     Philip didn’t do anything fan-
cy.  He began with the passage the 
Ethiopian was looking at and used 
the Bible to tell the man about 
Jesus.  That is our example for 
witnessing.  Don’t do anything 
fancy.  Use Scripture, not wild and 
crazy philosophies or cunning log-
ical arguments.    

     And tell people about Jesus.  
We don’t have to talk about our-
selves or anything grand.  Just stay 
with what you know.  Tell them 
about Jesus.  Stick with God’s 
Word and you’ll be fine, no mat-
ter how nervous or scared you 
might be to talk about the faith.  
God uses all of us, no matter how 
unimportant or untalented we 
may think we are, in the most un-
expected ways, to spread His 
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What is a steward? Most people, when asked 
this question, will reply: “A manager.” That is 
correct, but it is only half  right. A steward is 
indeed a manager, but he is a manager of  
what does not belong to him. Someone else is 
the owner, and the steward manages the own-
er’s property on the owner’s behalf.                                                                                                    
 

We are God’s stewards. Our stewardship is 
that God has made us managers of  what be-
longs to Him. For we have brought nothing 
into this world, and we can take nothing out 
of  it (1 Tim. 6:7). Everything that we have and 
everything that we are comes from God’s fa-
therly Divine goodness and mercy. God is the 
owner. Not only because, as the Creator, He 
created all things. But also, as the Redeemer, 
He has redeemed, that is, purchased and won 
all things. It all, therefore, belongs to Him. 
 

We are simply managers of  everything in this 
world. Like Joseph in Egypt, we are put in 
charge of  managing what belongs to God. 
What a privilege. Think about that for a mi-
nute. The all-knowing, all-powerful, all-wise 
God has asked us to manage His possessions 
on His behalf  here on earth. And by doing 
this, He invites us to take part in the allocation 
of  His good gifts. He wants us to give our in-
put and advise Him in where His gifts are to 
be used. What a privilege indeed. 
 

What a responsibility. For to whom much is 
given, much shall be required (Luke 12:48). 
We are not the owners. And while He puts us 
as managers, we are still to do with His prop-
erty what He wants done with it. That means 

we need to know what His 
desire and will for His 
property is.  
 

How do we know this? 
How can we know the will 
and mind of  God? We find 
the will of  God in the Bible. There God tells 
us what His will for all His gifts are to be 
used. He tells us how we are to spend our 
time and use our talents and treasures. He 
instructs us in the use of  our minds, bodies, 
and souls.  
 

There is nothing that we have that doesn’t 
belong to Him. “Or do you not know that 
your body is a temple of  the Holy Spirit 
within you, whom you have from God? You 
are not your own, for you were bought with a 
price” (1 Cor. 6:19–20). He informs us of  the 
big picture, the overarching policy, of  how 
we as His stewards – His managers and cus-
todians – of  His property are to do the man-
aging.  
 

And that is what stewardship is. It is simply 
doing what God wants us to do with what 
He has given us. As St. Paul said: “Do not 
present your members to sin as instruments 
for unrighteousness, but present yourselves 
to God as those who have been brought 
from death to life, and your members to God 
as instruments for righteousness” (Rom. 
6:13). So, let’s dive into the God’s Word and 
listen to what the owner desires from His 
stewards. 

What is Stewardship 
LCMS Stewardship Ministry - September 2022 
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SUMMER PROGRAM:  

I can hardly believe we are now into August.  Summer is certainly flying by.  This summer, in the early childhood center, 
we have had one of the best summers we have had since Pastor and I moved to Wisconsin.  We have an incredible staff and 
amazing families that we work with.  This summer, our program grew to nearly 50 students, more than we have had in sev-
eral years.   

This summer we had themed days and also themed weeks.  Our weeks consisted of topics such as insects, construction, 
cooking, ocean, science, and many more.  Each week we had water days, bike days, and of course, nature days.  New adven-
tures we added into our summer program were field trips.  We were able to go to the Betty Brinn Children’s Museum, the 
Children’s Play Gallery, and the Bear Den Zoo.  Pool days were also part of our field trip mix as well.  We have had a lot of 
fun with our program this summer. 

 

NEW SCHOOL YEAR:   

 Now that it is August, our thoughts start to turn toward the new school year and all of the anticipation a new school year 
brings.  This year, we will begin our school year on Tuesday, August 30.  We are changing our preschool schedule by mak-
ing our time together up to 90% outside.  We will begin our day outside, with parents dropping students off to us in the 
fenced in area.  From there, we will do some learning outside before heading back in for Jesus time at 10:00am.  After Jesus 
time, we will head back outside for snack and more exploring until it is time to head home or to our STEAM Lab at 
11:30am.  We are truly trying to become that “Christ-centered, nature-based preschool experience” for our children.   

 

HOW CAN YOU BE INVOLVED? 

With summer coming to a close and a new school year beginning, there are several areas that we could use some help.  Below is a list of 
items that we could really use some help with. 

OUTSIDE: 

 Two trees have fallen in the nature center and need to be cut up – would like the tree cut so that we can have “logs” to use as 
tables in the nature classroom, as well as some of the branches to be cut into “tree cookies” for playing and building 

 The wood-chipped trails need to be sprayed for weeds, and more woodchips piled on and spread 

 The trails that are not yet wood-chipped need to have chips put on them and spread (a skidder would be most helpful in 
moving the woodchips. 

 The area near the creek (where there are two owl houses) needs to be sprayed for weeds 

 Area around the bridge needs weed-whipped 

 Concrete sink in nature classroom needs to be put up on cinder blocks (raised up) 

 Dirt moved into the outdoor classroom for the digging circle 

 Wood chips need to be moved to and spread on the playground so we have a minimum of a 9 inch depth all over 

 We need the play-ground pressure-washed 

 The corner bed by the playground needs to be cleaned out 

 Fence line sprayed for weeds 

GETTING READY FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR: 

 Help with cleaning and sanitizing toys for the new year 

 Tables and chairs need to be pressure-washed 

 Books in each classroom need to be logged into the computer (we have a template) 

 Help with cleaning and organizing storage area 

 Help with cleaning out and organizing boot bins 

Early Childhood Update 
from Mrs. Bushre 
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Save the Dates!   

Saturday, September 17 - Evening Bonfire, Music, 
S’mores 

Sunday, September 18 – Church, Bible Class & Sunday 
School, Lunch, Games, Tour the RVs 

Fellowship with Church Members 

Early Childhood Families Meet Other Early Childhood Families 

This will be a collaborative event – all food and activities will depend on 
who will sign up to supply or organize each item. 

Watch for more information and sign-up sheets in mid to late August. 

CTL Church & Early Childhood 

‘Circle the RVs’ Picnic 



 

 

know Him, and will starve spiritually and eter-
nally.   

     We are so reluctant and hesitant to tell oth-
ers about Jesus.  It seems we always try to find 
something else to do so we don’t have speak 
about the faith.  After all Jesus has done for 
us, we should be bursting at the seams to 
speak to others about Him. 

     The good news is that God intervenes for 
us.  He sent Jesus to die for our sins and rise 
again to give us eternal life.  Then He delivers 
those gifts of forgiveness and salvation to us 
in His Means of Grace.  Finally, He provides 
us with people who bring these Means of 
Grace to us.  He gives us parents who bring 
us to the font to be baptized, pastors to dis-
tribute the Lord’s Supper to us, and Christians 
of all kinds who speak the Word to us and 
teach us about the faith.  Now, as converted 
children of God, it is our duty and privilege to 
tell others about Jesus.  

     Don’t be afraid to teach Jesus to your chil-
dren, your friends, family, neighbors, or co-
workers.  Just speak the Biblical facts.  And 
remember, if they reject it, it’s not you they’re 
rejecting, but Jesus.  But, should they come to 
faith by the Holy Spirit working in the seed 
you planted, what a joyous occasion that 
would be!  Speak the faith, speak Jesus, simp-
ly, purely, boldly, and the Word will work with 
all its power!  And all glory to God for that!  
Amen. 

      
  In Christ, 

      
   Pastor Bushre  

Word and plant seeds. 

     No one can under-
stand God’s Word or 
come to Jesus by them-
selves, on their own.  
The story says in verse 27 

that the Ethiopian was “an important official 
in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen 
of the Ethiopians.”  This was a rich, powerful 
guy, yet He couldn’t understand the Gospel 
on His own.  He needed someone to explain 
it to him.   

     By nature, we’re all this spiritually “dense.”  
As sinners, we want nothing to do with God, 
and we can’t understand even the simplest 
teaching of the faith.  Without intervention, 
we would pass through life without under-
standing and find ourselves in a miserable 
eternity.  This is why it so ridiculous when a 
parent says, “I’m going to let my child choose 
his own faith when he grows up.”  People are 
sinful by nature.  Children, as well.  No one 
ever finds faith in Jesus on their own (they 
may find Satan, in various forms, but never 
Jesus).  That’s our job as parents: to teach the 
faith that is so important for the salvation of 
souls; to teach Jesus.  To say, “I’m not going 
to talk religion with my child so he can decide 
on his own religion” is like saying, “I’m not 
going to speak to my child so he can decide 
on his own which language to speak,” or, “I’m 
not going to feed my child so he can decide 
on his own what foods he likes.”  If you don’t 
talk to a child, they never learn to speak.  If 
you don’t feed your child, they starve.  If you 
don’t teach Jesus to your child, they’ll never 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

3 

 

4 

7pm Elders Meeting 

5 6 

7 

9am Worship 

8 9 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

10 

 

11 

7pm Planning Council 
Meeting 

12 13 

14 

9am Worship 

15 16 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

17 

9am Breakfast Club 

18 

 

19 20 

21 

9am Worship 

22 23 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

24 

 

25 

Last day of Summer Camp 

26 

Early Childhood CLOSED 

27 

28 

9am Worship 

29 
Early Childhood CLOSED 

5:30pm Welcome to 
School Night 

30 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

1st Day of Preschool 

31 

10am Chapel 

1 

10am Chapel 

7pm Elders Meeting 

2 

 

3 

4 

9am Worship 

5 
Early Childhood CLOSED 

Offices Closed 

6 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

7 

10am Chapel 

8 

10am Chapel 

7pm Planning Council 
Meeting 

9 10 

11 

9am Worship 

10:10am SS & Bible Classes 

12 13 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

14 

10am Chapel 

15 

10am Chapel 

16 17 

6:30 Circle the RVs 
Bonfire 

18 

9am Worship 

10:10am SS & Bible Classes 

11:15 Circle the RVs 
Picnic 

19 20 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

21 

9am Breakfast Club 

10am Chapel 

22 

10am Chapel 

23 24 

25 

9am Worship 

10:10am SS & Bible Classes 

26 27 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

28 

10am Chapel 

29 

10am Chapel 

30 1 

2 

9am Worship 

10:10am SS & Bible Classes 

3 

 

4 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

5 

10am Chapel 

6 

10am Chapel 

7 8 

8am Work Day 

9 

9am Worship 

10:10am SS & Bible Classes 

10 

 

11 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

12 

10am Chapel 

13 

10am Chapel 

14 15 

16 

9am Worship 

10:10am SS & Bible Classes 

17 18 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

19 

9am Breakfast Club 

10am Chapel 

20 

10am Chapel 

21 22 

23 

9am Worship 

10:10am SS & Bible Classes 

24 25 

10am Ladies' Bible Study 

26 

10am Chapel 

27 

10am Chapel 

28 

No Preschool 

29 

30 

9am Worship (EC 
Sings) 

10:45am Trunk or 
Treat 

31      

August * * * September * * * October 
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Visit us online: 

ChristTheLife.com 

Church: 262-547-1817 

Early Childhood: 262-547-7315 

Email: Office@christthelife.com 

Christ the Life Ev. Lutheran 
Church 

Rev. Christopher Bushre 

 PastorBushre@christthelife.com 

Mrs. Julie Bushre, Early Childhood Administrator 

 JulieBushre@christthelife.com 

Mrs. Becki Van Allen, Office Manager 

 BeckiV@christthelife.com 

 


