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MAY 21, 2023 | The Seventh Sunday of Easter (Ascension) 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Welcome to our worship service today! We are glad to have you with us as we gather before our 

almighty and saving God to hear His holy and powerful Word and celebrate His life-giving 

Sacraments, offering our prayers and praises as He strengthens our faith and brings us ever closer 

to our eternal home with Him. 

Christ is taken up in the glory of His ascension! The risen Jesus now reigns over all things for our 

good until He comes again to take us to be with Him. The ascension of Jesus gives us courage in 

the assurance that His saving work is finished, that He now is present with us at all times, ruling 

over all things for our good, and that He will soon return to take us to be with Him. Through His 

word and sacrament Jesus now gives us hearts to know Him and faith to follow where He has 

gone, eagerly expecting His glory. 

If you need any assistance, please ask any of our ushers for help. In inclement weather, or if 

walking from your car is difficult, please make use of the carport. The ushers will gladly park 

and/or retrieve your car for you if needed.  

If you are a visitor with us today, please sign the Guest Book before you leave today (the red 

binder in the front of church). If you would like to learn more about our church or are interested 

in church membership, please speak with Pastor Van Kampen.   

If you have small children, please note that there is a Parents’ Room at the rear of the sanctuary if 

you need to temporarily calm a child. From the Parents’ Room you can still see, hear, and 

participate in the worship service. 

For your convenience today’s order of service is printed on the following pages.    

Holy Communion: We hold to the ancient, biblical practice of “close communion,” communing 

only confirmed members of our church or churches of our fellowship (ELS and WELS). Guests, 

please speak with the pastor prior to the service if you wish to commune. Thank you for your 

courteous respect of our beliefs and practices. 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Minister Rev. S. Piet Van Kampen  

Organist Deb Meyer 

Elder on Duty Sunday: Rod Meves; Monday Night: Ben Brodhagen 

Ushers on Duty David Diestler, Charles Hartwig, Rick Schnese 

Altar Guild   Sandra Gillaume & Janet Heuser 

SERVICE NOTES 



2 

 

The Order of the Holy Communion 
 
Please stand. 

 

 

INVOCATION AND CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

M: Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

 
 

M: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord. 

  

 

C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

OPENING HYMN Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs | 344 



3 

 

M: Upon this your confession, I by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 

of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
You may be seated. 

 

M:  Hear, O God, when I cry with my voice. Alleluia! The Lord is my Light and my 

Salvation; whom shall I fear? When You said, “Seek My face,” my heart said to You, “Your 

face, Lord, I will seek.” Do not hide Your face from me.   

 

 
 

 

THE INTROIT & GLORIA PATRI Psalm 27:1, 7-9 

THE KYRIE—LORD, HAVE MERCY Psalm 123 



4 

 

 

 
 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS—“GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST” Luke 2:14 
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THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

Please stand. 

 

M:  Let us pray: Almighty God, Your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and intercedes 

for us at Your right hand. Through Your living and abiding Word, give us hearts to know 

Him and faith to follow where He has gone; who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

 

 
 

You may be seated. 
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FIRST LESSON: ACTS 1:1-14 Jesus’ disciples witness His ascension to heaven. 

The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 2 until 

the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments to 

the apostles whom He had chosen, 3 to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering 

by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things 

pertaining to the kingdom of God.  4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded 

them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "you 

have heard from Me; 5 "for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit not many days from now."   
6 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, "Lord, will You at this time 

restore the kingdom to Israel?"   
7 And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in 

His own authority.  8 "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 

you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 

earth."  9 Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a 

cloud received Him out of their sight.   
10 And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by 

them in white apparel, 11 who also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? 

This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw 

Him go into heaven."   
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 

Sabbath day's journey.  13 And when they had entered, they went up into the upper room where 

they were staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and 

Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son of James.  14 These 

all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary the mother 

of Jesus, and with His brothers.  

 

SECOND LESSON: 1 PETER 4:12-17; 5:6-11 Humble yourselves under God’s hand. 

Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some 

strange thing happened to you; 13 but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, 

that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.  14 If you are reproached 

for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their 

part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified.  15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, 

a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other people's matters.  16 Yet if anyone suffers as a 

Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.  17 For the time has come 

for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of 

those who do not obey the gospel of God?...  
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5:6  Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due 

time, 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.  8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your 

adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  9 Resist him, 

steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the 

world.  10 But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you 

have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.  11 To Him be the glory and the 

dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 

M: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Surely I will be with you 

always, to the very end of the age. Alleluia. 

 
Please stand. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON: JOHN 17:1-11 Father, glorify Your Son. 

 
Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: "Father, the hour has come. 

Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, 2 "as You have given Him authority over all 

flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given Him.  3 "And this is eternal life, 

that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.  4 "I have 

glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.  5 "And now, 

O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world 

was.   
6 " I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of the world. They 

were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word.  7 "Now they have known that 

all things which You have given Me are from You.  8 "For I have given to them the words which 

You have given Me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came forth from 

You; and they have believed that You sent Me.  9 "I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but 

for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours.  10 "And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are 

Mine, and I am glorified in them.  11 "Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, 

and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that 

they may be one as We are.” 

GRADUAL Matthew 28:20 
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M: This is the Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 
 

C:  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible.   

  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, 

Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the Father, By whom all things 

were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven And was 

incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary And was made man; And was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried; And the 

third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, And 

sitteth on the right hand of the Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge 

both the quick and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end.   

  And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth 

from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets.  And I believe one holy Christian and 

Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, And I look 

for the resurrection of the dead, And the life of the world to come. Amen.   

 
You may be seated. 

 

Please stand for the singing of the final stanza. 

 

 
Please stand. 

 

THE NICENE CREED  

HYMN On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build | 216 

SERMON – Acts 1:1-11 Take Courage in Christ’s Ascension 
1. He has finished His saving work. 

2. He now reigns over His kingdom. 

3. He will return in His glory.  
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You may be seated. 

 

Please stand. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR 

We hold to the ancient, biblical practice of “close communion.”  This means that we commune only confirmed members of our church 

or churches of our fellowship (ELS and WELS).  If you are a guest who is interested in communing, please speak with the pastor prior 

to the service.  Thank you for your courteous respect of our beliefs and practices. 

 

THE PREFACES & THE SANCTUS (“HOLY, HOLY, HOLY”)   

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

THE OFFERTORY 

THE OFFERING                                                                      CHOIR  -  MAJESTY 
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M:  Lift up your hearts. 

 
M: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.  

 
 

M: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who after His resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in their sight 

was taken up into heaven that He might make us partakers of His divine nature. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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M: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 

temptation, But deliver us from evil.   

 
 

 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread; and 

when He had given thanks, He brake it and gave it to His disciples saying:  “Take, eat; 

this is My body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 After the same manner also He took the cup when He had supped, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them saying: “Drink ye all of it; this cup is the New 

Testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the remission of sins.  This do in 

remembrance of Me.”    

 The peace of the Lord be with you always! 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
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THE LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

 
 
You may be seated.  
 

THE DISTRIBUTION 

 
During the distribution of the sacrament, communicants may come forward at the direction of the ushers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing | 212 
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THE NUNC DIMITTIS (“Now Dismiss”) 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

M: O, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good. 
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M: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through these 

salutary gifts, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through them in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one true God, now and forever. 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 
M: Let us bless the Lord. 

 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

  

 

ALTAR FLOWERS - If you’d like to donate altar flowers for one of our worship services, please 

sign up and find details on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall. Thank you!  

 

FELLOWSHIP SNACKS – Thanks to the Van Kampens for serving treats today. If you’d like to 

serve treats on Sunday mornings, please sign up in the fellowship hall. Thank you!  

THE BENEDICTION 

CLOSING HYMN Crown Him With Many Crowns | 341 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATES! – Congratulations to all of our members who graduate 

in the class of 2023! Erik Van Kampen and Olivia Kirchner both graduate from high school this 

year; and Emily Greenwood graduates from the University of Wisconsin - La Crosse with a major 

in biology. The Lord bless all of you in your future endeavors! 

 

GRADUATION PARTY – Everyone is invited to celebrate Erik Van Kampen’s graduation from 

Fox Valley Lutheran High School at an “open-house” style graduation party at the Plamann Park, 

in the “small shelter”, on Saturday, May 27, from 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. If you need directions, talk to 

Pastor or Charity Van Kampen. Otherwise, if you can’t make it Saturday, you are invited to help 

us celebrate next Sunday during fellowship time after church.   

 

SUMMER BOOK CLUB – In place of Tuesday morning Bible class this summer, Christ the King 

will be having a summer book club. This year’s book is entitled God Loves Nobodies: Good News for 

Somebody Like Me, by Rev. Matthew Doebler. In his book Pastor Doebler shows the pitfalls of trying 

to win others’ approval and how Jesus has already given us worth through His life, death, and 

resurrection. We will place an order for copies of the book on June 1, and will plan to meet on three 

Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. (Parts 1 & 2, 6/27; Parts 3 & 4, 7/11; Part 5, 7/18) to discuss the book together. 

If you’d like to participate in this book study, please sign up on the sheet in the fellowship hall, 

and indicate how many copies of the book you will need. 

 

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST THE KING 

SUNDAY (5/21) Divine Service w/Holy Comm., 9:00 a.m. 

Education Hour, 10:30 a.m. 

MONDAY Divine Service w/Holy Comm., 6:30 p.m. 

TUESDAY  Bible Class, 9:00 a.m. 

Brookview Meadows Service, 2:30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY Emerald Bay Service, 4:00 p.m. 

SUNDAY (5/28) Divine Service, 9:00 a.m. 

Education Hour, 10:30 a.m. 

Christ the King Ev. Lutheran 

Church gives all praise 

and thanks to the Triune 

God for His grace received 

through Word and 

Sacrament by sharing the 

saving Gospel of Christ 

with the people of this 

community and the world. 

OUR MISSION 


