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People set all kinds of goals at the start of the new year. 

Some set a goal to lose weight or start exercising. Some other 
people decide that theyȭre finally going to do what it takes to 
get their personal finances in order. And some people set an 
intellectual goal, like reading a new book every month. What 
kind of goals have you set for yourself this year?  
In Ephesians 3 

the apostle Paul talks 
about the central goal 

of the Christian 
church: that Ȱthe 
manifold wisdom of 
God might be made known by the church to the principalities 
and powers in the heavenly placesȱ (v. 10).  
Sounds like quite a mouthful! Letȭs break down what Paul 

is talking about. First, Ȱthe manifold wisdom of Godȱ is every 
bit of wisdom God has revealed to us about how we are saved 
by His grace in Jesus Christ. ȰFor God so loved the world that 
He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
has everlasting lifeȱ (John 3:16). Thatȭs Ȱthe manifold wisdom 

of Godȱ in a nutshell. 
Secondly, the Ȱpowers and principalities in the heavenly 

placesȱ is a reference to the angels. The terms Ȱpowersȱ and 
Ȱprincipalitiesȱ are believed to be angelic ranks.  
So, the churchȭs goal of making the manifold wisdom of 

God known to the powers and principalities in the heavenly 
places is really about proclaiming the truth of how weȭre 
saved in such a way that even the angels in heaven will know 
it!  
Obviously, Paulȭs engaging in hyperbole here. What heȭs 

really talking about here is Ȱfollow-throughȱȢ For example, 
when swinging a baseball bat, you donȭt stop the swing at the 

moment you hit the ball. You continue 
to swing until the bat is on the other 
side of your body. Thatȭs follow-
through.   
Similarly, when the church makes 

known the manifold wisdom of God, 
weȭre not supposed to be satisfied with 
the good news of Jesus reaching only 
part of the world. We want to follow 
through to the point that weȭre 
proclaiming it even to the angels! As 
Jesus says, ȰPreach the gospel to every 
creatureȱ (Mark ρφȡρυɊ—and the angels 
are included in that.  
Proclaim the gospel to the angels! 

Now thatȭs a lofty goal! Often we donȭt 
want to give a Ȱfull swingȱ and follow-
through on the proclamation of Godȭs 
Word. We often stop short of the effort 
needed to proclaim the Word of God to 

the angels because our sinful flesh only wants to expend the 
minimum effort needed to get by.   
Thank God that our Lord had Ȱfollow throughȱ when it 

came to saving us 
from sin and death! 
He didnȭt stop 
short. He sent His 
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Son to be our Redeemer. Jesus offered up His own sinless life 
to rescue the whole world from sin and death. And He still 
follows through in sending the Holy Spirit everywhere in this 
world where the wisdom of His Word is proclaimed and 
taught. 
Proclaiming Godȭs wisdom in our lives and in our church 

in such a way that even the angels in the heavenly places hear 
it—that is Godȭs purpose for us! And our goal and purpose 
too! 
—Pastor Van Kampen  
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Thanks again to all who donated poinsettias for our 
Christmas services this year! Following the services of 
January 3/4, you are welcome to take your poinsettia 
home with you to enjoy through the rest of the winter 
season.  
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Our Annual Congregational and Voters Meetings are 
scheduled for Sunday, January 10, at 10:30 a.m. (after 
the worship service). In addition to reporting on the 
events of the previous year, this meeting the voters 
will pass the budget for 2021, which includes plans for 
the work of the congregation for the upcoming year. 
All members are welcome to attend. Voting members 
especially are encouraged to be in attendance.  
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Mark your calendars! The next meeting of Christ The 
Kingȭs Women on a Mission is scheduled for Tuesday, 
March 9, at 6:00 p.m. CTK Women on a Mission is a 
service organization for the women of the 
congregation.  
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New officers and board members will be installed on 
Sunday, January 10, during the worship service.  
¶ President—Paul Koch 
¶ Treasurer—Brian (& Julie) Busse  
¶ Board of Elders—Daniel Lindquist 
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We thank our outgoing officers and board members 
for their faithful service:  
¶ President—Charles Hartwig 
¶ Treasurer—Joseph Massie 
¶ Board of Elders—Paul Koch and Michael Bootz 
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Monday evening services resume January 4, at 6:30 
p.m. 
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The wiser Magi see from far 
And follow on His guiding star;  

And led by light, to light they press 
And by their gifts their God confess. 

 
All glory, Jesus, be to Thee 
For this Thy glad epiphany;  

Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Ghost forevermore.  

(TLH 131) 

Have a blessed  
EPIPHANY season! 


