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Mission Statement

With the help of the Triune God, our mission is to gladly
nurture the spiritual and physical needs of our congregation, to train our children in
the knowledge of the Lord, to reach out to others with the saving message of Jesus’
love and forgiveness.

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather before our

almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through
the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.

SERIES THEME: UNDIVIDED ATTENTION

We live in a world where a thousand things are competing for our attention. There is the real
danger that we focus on the frivolous and ignore the indispensable. As a result, we often talk about
the importance of being “free from distraction.” But the stakes are higher than that. We need to be
freed from distraction. We need the spiritual power to give our undivided attention to that which
truly makes a difference, not only here and now, but also in eternity. A life focused on all the right
things is only possible because of a Savior who is always focused on us. On the Day of Pentecost,
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to give his followers power and focus. Still today, through his Word, Jesus
grants those gifts to his disciples.

We have come to the second half of the Church Year. In the first half, we focused on the life of
Christ. In this second half, we turn our attention to all the teachings of Christ. May we give them our
undivided attention.

Our worship follows this pattern.

t  Seventh Sunday after Pentecost: On the Privilege and Purpose of Prayer
t  Eighth Sunday after Pentecost: On Useful Resources
t  Ninth Sunday after Pentecost: On Heavenly Treasure

THEME OF THE DAY: ON HEAVENLY TREASURE

Last week Jesus warned us against overvaluing earthly wealth. This week Jesus warns against
undervaluing heavenly treasure. Last week, Jesus exposed the folly of greed. This week, Jesus exposes
the folly of worry, even when faced with the prospect of having a seeming shortage of resources. This
week might be the bigger challenge! When it seems we lack providence or protection for our daily
lives, it can be hard to avoid worry. So, Jesus asks us to give our undivided attention to him, that he
might take our worries away. Jesus points to creatures that do not labor or toil yet eat every day. Even
more, Jesus points to our Father who promises to give us the heavenly treasures of his kingdom. Jesus
assures us that our Father will throw in any needed earthly possessions as well. We can rest from our
worries, confident that our loving Father knows all we need.
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THE SERVICE (SETTING THREE) PG. 188
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CW 602 sts. 1, Ref, 3
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Text: Thomas O. Chisolm, 1866-1960 Tune: William M. Runyan, 1870-1957 Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the 1 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 188

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are
covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus
Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our
guilt by his death on the cross and freed us from death by his
resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.
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Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 717684

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than
we to pray and willing to give far more than we either desire or deserve.
Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of
which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which
we are not worthy to ask except through the merits and mediation of
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated
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First Reading Genesis 15:1-6

'After these events the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision.
He said, “Do not be afraid, Abram. | am your shield, your very great
reward.”

2Abram said, “LorD God what can you give me, since | remain
childless, and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?”
3Abram also said, “Look, you have given me no offspring, so a servant
born in my house will be my heir.”

4Just then, the word of the LORD came to him. God said, “This man will
not be your heir, but instead one who will come out of your own body
will be your heir.” 5The LorD then brought him outside and said, “Now
look toward the sky and count the stars, if you are able to count them.”
He said to Abram, “This is what your descendants will be like.” ®Abram
believed in the LorD, and the LoRrD credited it to him as righteousness.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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| lift up my eyes to the / mountains—
where does my help / come from?
My help comes [ from the LorbD,
the maker of [ heaven and earth.
He will not let your [ foot slip—
he who watches over you will not / slumber;
indeed, he who watches over / Israel
will neither / slumber nor sleep. Refrain

The LorRD watches [ over you—

the LorD is your shade [ at your right hand.
The Lorp will keep you [ from all harm—

he will watch [ over your life;
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the Lorp will watch over your coming and / going
both now and for-/ evermore.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,

as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. /| Amen. Refrain

Tune: Marty Haugen
Tune: © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 717684
Setting: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 717684

Second Reading Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16

'Faith is being sure about what we hope for, being convinced about
things we do not see. *For by this faith the ancients were commended
in Scripture.

3By faith we know that the universe was created by God's word, so
that what is seen did not come from visible things.

8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go to a place that
he was going to receive as an inheritance, and he left without knowing
where he was going.

9By faith he lived as a stranger in the Promised Land, as if it did not
belong to him, dwelling in tents along with Isaac and Jacob, who were
heirs with him of the same promise. "°For he was looking forward to the
city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.

"By faith Abraham also received the ability to conceive children, even
though Sarah herself was barren and he was past the normal age,
because he considered him faithful who made the promise. *And so
from one man, and he as good as dead, descendants were born as
numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand along the
seashore.

30ne by one, all of these died in faith, without having received the
things that were promised, but they saw and welcomed them from a
distance. They confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the
earth. “Indeed, people who say things like that make it clear that they

10
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are looking for a land of their own. >And if they were remembering the
land they had come from, they would have had an opportunity to return.
®Instead, they were longing for a better land—a heavenly one. For that
reason, God is not ashamed to be called their God, because he prepared
a city for them.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Stand
Gospel Acclamation Luke 12:32
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Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 717684
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Gospel Luke 12:22-34

22Jesus said to his disciples, “For that reason | tell you, stop worrying
about your life, about what you will eat, or about your body, what you
will wear. 23Certainly life is more than food, and the body is more than
clothing. >4Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap; they have no
warehouse or barn; and yet God feeds them. How much more valuable
are you than birds! »>And who of you by worrying can add a single
moment to his lifespan? 26Since you are not able to do this little thing,
why do you worry about the rest? ?’Consider how the wild flowers grow.
They do not labor or spin. But | tell you, not even Solomon in all his glory
was dressed like one of these. 28If this is how God clothes the grass in
the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace,
how much more will he clothe you, you of little faith? Do not constantly
chase after what you will eat or what you will drink. Do not be worried
about it. 3°To be sure, the nations of the world chase after all of these
things, but your Father knows that you need them. 3'Instead, continue
to seek the kingdom of God, and all these things will be added to you.
32Do not be afraid, little flock, because your Father is pleased to give you
the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions and give to the needy. Provide
money bags for yourselves that do not become old, a treasure in the
heavens that will not fail, where no thief comes near and no moth
destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
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Text: A Selection of Hymns, London, 1787, ed. John Rippon, alt.
Tune: Genuine Church Music, Winchester, 1832, ed. Joseph Funk
Text and tune: Public domain
Sermon Luke 12:22-34

Where Is Your Heart?
Stand
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Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Be seated
Prayer of the Church

Offering

Please use this opportunity to fill in the Friendship Register. Thank you
for worshipping with us today!

The Sacrament
Stand

Preface CW 199

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give him thanks and praise.

Itis truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come
together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until
he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts
of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

15
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 717684

Prayer of Thanksgiving CW 201

Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you
made us the crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation.
In grace you sent your Son to redeem us from sin.
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We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ,
became flesh and made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed
himself under law to redeem those under law, that he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed death

and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament.
Forgive our sins, increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and
deepen our longing for the day when Christ will welcome us to his
eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God
our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
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Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Take and eat; this is my t body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink
fromit, all of you; this is my f blood of the new covenant, which is poured
out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Lamb of God CW 202
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 717684

Be seated

Distribution

Thank you for Respecting our Communion Practice. The Bible teaches that
partaking of the body and blood of Christ is a special assurance of forgiveness to penitent
believers in Christ. It is also an expression of our oneness in the doctrines we teach and
believe. Christ wants us to administer this blessed

sacrament responsibly. We would ask that if you are

not a communicant member of Christ Lutheran and

desire the sacrament, please kindly speak with one of

the pastors before the service. Pamphlets are available

in the narthex which explain our communion practice

according to the Holy Scriptures.
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bid - den se - crets that with you are hid - den.

5 Human reason, though it ponders,

cannot fathom these great wonders,
that Christ’s body must be boundless
since the souls it feeds are countless,

and that he his blood is giving

with the wine we are receiving.
These great mysteries unsounded
are by God alone expounded.
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6 Lord, by love and mercy driven,

you have left your throne in heaven
on the cross for me to languish
and to die in bitter anguish,

to forgo all joy and gladness

and to shed your blood in sadness.
By this blood redeemed and living,
Lord, I praise you with thanksgiving.

7 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor,

Jesus, friend of friends most tender,
Jesus, joy of my desiring,
fount of life, my soul inspiring:

at your feet | cry, my maker,

let me be a fit partaker
of this blessed food from heaven
for our good, your glory, given.

8 Jesus, Lord of life in heaven,

help me when this meal is given
to receive it for my blessing
as | come, my sins confessing.

In this supper let me measure,

Lord, how deep is your love’s treasure,
that, as | on earth have eaten,
| may be your guest in heaven.

Text: Johann Franck, 1618-1677, abr.; (sts. 1-2, 4, 7): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.; (sts. 3, 5-6): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st.
8): tr. Peter M. Prange, b. 1972 Tune: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662

Text (st. 8): © 2021 Peter M. Prange, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 717684

Text (sts. 1-7) and tune: Public domain

Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.
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Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you
sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him
you have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. We also pray that
you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy
Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and t give you peace.
Amen.
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889 Jerusalem the Golden CW 889
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1 Je - ru - sa-lem the gold - en, with milk and hon - ey blest—

2 O sweet and bless-ed coun - try, the home of God’s e - lect!
3 The Christ is ev - er with them, the day-light is se-rene;
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the sight of it re - fresh-es the wea-ry and op-pressed.
O sweet and bless-ed coun -try that ea-ger hearts ex - pect,
the pas - tures of the bless-ed are ev-er rich and green.
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I know not, oh, I know not what joys a - wait us there,
where they who with their lead - er have con-quered in the fight
There is the throne of Da - vid, and there, from care re-leased,
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what ra - dian-cy of glo - ry, what bliss be-yond com - pare:

for - ev - er and for - ev - er are clad in robes of white:
the shout of them that tri- umph,the song of them that feast.
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to sing the hymn un - end-ing with all the mar - tyr throng,
in mer - cy, Je - sus, bring us to that dear land of rest

To God en-throned in glo - ry the Church’s voic - es blend,
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G e o
a - midst the halls of Zi - on re-sound-ing full with song.
where sings the host of heav-en your glo-rious name to bless.
the Lamb for-ev-er bless-ed, the Lightthat knows no end.
Text: Bernard of Cluny, 12th cent., abr.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.

Tune: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
Text and tune: Public domain
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