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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

Isaiah 33:2 

Lord, be gracious to us; we long for you. Be our strength every morning, our salvation in time of distress. 

The above passage comes from the early part of Isaiah. The Israelites were facing an uncertain future, but they 
were sure in their faith and trusted in God. I think when we read passages like this in the sacred story of God ’s 
people, we can see our own story. This past year has a year where we have faced an uncertain future, but like 
the Israelites, we have depended upon the strength of the Lord.  

Let's be honest to admit that when we suspended worship last March, we had no plan. We know what was 
needed at the moment, but had no vision for the future. But, guided by our trust in God we stepped out, putting 
one foot in front of the other. Now, some ten months into the new reality of Covid-19, we have learned so much 
and do weekly so many new kinds of ministry that we didn’t know we would be doing, much less ever dreamed 
of doing.  

I would love to lift the names of all those people who have made these new ministries possible, but in reality, I 
would be lifting every name in the congregation. Each of you has, in small and large ways been a part of our 
transformation into this new future. So, “thank you” for your faithfulness, for your patients, for your trust. 

Member visitation/pastoral care: I have continued visiting the members of our congregation, though present 
circumstances have changed my otherwise normal random visits. I have been focusing on those who have 
“pastoral  ’needs. And even that has been difficult. Getting into hospitals is near impossible and even into homes 
requires special attention. I am thankful for those of you who are caring for each other. 

Adult Bible Study: One of those ministries that we need to learn to do new ways has been faith formation. With 
some adjustments, we have continued to provide Faith Formation adult classes. Where we have struggled is in 
the area of faith Formation for our younger members.   

Worship: Of all the ministries of CLC, the worship ministry has experienced the most change. Over this past year 
we have had: full participation in-person worship, recorded and posted worship, limited in-person participation 
with live stream worship, no worship, and currently live streaming of recorded worship. All these all the while 
learning “how to.” I would like to thank the council for their willingness to financially support these changes and 
Darren A’teno, Diane Kellogg, and SarahJo Albertson for their great support of the live stream. Of course, Linda 
Keener has worked extra hard to keep our worship program at its always excellent level.   

Visioning: In February of 2020, our took its annual retreat. We had a lot of great ideas and then we came back 
and the church went into lockdown. However, we continue to adapt even as we talk about an unknown future.  

Stewardship: This past year CLC had a strong stewardship effort. The committee decided to move the program 
away from the budget, while still taking pledges. Thanks to all those who helped shared and implement our 
stewardship. 

Lakeside community: We continue to work with our brothers and sisters in Christ around the Lakeside 
community. I have regular calls with pastors from across the denominational spectrum and there is, of course, 
the community worship this past Thanksgiving at CLC. 

Lutheran Clergy: Lutherans have a strong connection here in Richmond and this creates positive energy in joint 
ministries. I look forward this year to opportunities when CLC can share in God's work with other ELCA 
congregations.  
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2021: This coming year I have asked all ministry leaders to assume planning for everything to be virtual for the 
first 6 months. I hope this is not the case, but with a firm direction, we can plan. A dynamic I have seen is the 
struggle we have had going back and forth not sure how to vision two different possibilities.  

Peace 

Pastor Ralph 

"The renewal of the church must be led by people who are led by God. It requires people whose lives are being 
changed and who are attentive to the Spirit’s voice. " 
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PASTORAL ACTS 2020 

BAPTISMS  

NAME: BAPTIZED:  

Brooke Nicole Meyer 9/20/2020 

Aria Tuura 10/18/2020 

  

FIRST COMMUNIONS 

None 

 

CONFIRMATIONS  

NAME: DATE 

Samantha Horn  

Maggie John 

  

MARRIAGES 

NAME: MARRIED:  

 (none)  

  

DEATHS  

NAME: DECEASED: FUNERAL: 

Jeff Fleming 7/13/20, 7/25/20 

Don Jones 9/19/20, 10/3/20 

Winnie Swartz 10/1/20 

Gladys Progner 11/17/20, 11/28/20 

Vonnie Tritt 11/30/20 

Stanley Carey 11/21/20, 12/03/20 

Scott Meyer 12/27/20, 1/23/21

TRANSFERRED/AFFIRMATION MEMBERS 
RECEIVED 

NAME: TYPE: RECEIVED  

Bernie Lane 2/23/20, Affirmation of Baptism 

David Clower 2/23/20, Affirmation of Baptism 

  

TRANSFERRED FROM CHRIST LUTHERAN  

NAME: TRANSFER TO: DATE:  

(None) 

  

DELETED BY COUNCIL ACTION OR BY REQUEST  

161 inactive members were removed by council 
action on 2/28/20 
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CHURCH OFFICER REPORTS 

2020 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CONGREGATION PRESIDENT 

What a year. We began 2020 with high hopes for continued innovation and community partnership and 
in many ways, I’m happy to report that we succeeded, despite the challenges brought forth from a global 
pandemic.  

Early in March, Council made the difficult decision to limit the number of occupants in the church facility 
until such time as the pandemic numbers were better under control. While taking this step was painful, 
there is no question in my mind that it was absolutely the right decision. As a church community and 
followers of Christ, we must always remember that our priority is to others and not to ourselves. To be 
candid, I was not quite sure what would happen with the life of our congregation. Pre-pandemic, I felt 
that we were strong and our engagement was high. Our Sunday worship and faith formation numbers 
were looking great and we were on our way to a financially strong start to the year. After closing the 
church facility, I worried that engagement would fall off and so would our financial standing. But as is 
usually the case with God, he wasn’t ready to throw in the towel on us, and neither was our wonderful 
congregation. 

Church leadership spent a lot of time talking about ways to keep our members involved “virtually” – a 
word we really hadn’t used much before March. Pastor Kirkpatrick jumped right into the challenge of 
creating a virtual worship service, first pre-recorded and then livestreamed. His engineering background 
took over and we were up and rolling within a matter of two weeks. 

Our members jumped at the chance to help in any way they could. We had volunteers helping with the 
audio and livestream equipment, members sharing the peace at home through text message or phone 
calls, individuals sending in “Mindful Monday” moments for our weekly email blast, musicians recording 
performances at home, and so so much more! I was absolutely blown away at the positivity, adaptability 
and willingness to change from our congregation. I had never seen us tested to this degree, and to say 
that we rose to the challenge would be an understatement!      

It has been an honor to serve Christ Lutheran for the past two years, and I continue to look forward to 
the many ways we will continue to grow in faith together, and to serve out our mission to “Reveal Gods’ 
Love.” 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Kayley Greenday  

2020 Congregation President 
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2020 CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

Vanessa Baltor 

Willy Carey 

Lauren Dry 

Ernie Foltz 

Cheryl Glaubinger 

Kayley Greenday 

Trenton Hizer 

Jennifer John 

Pastor Ralph Kirkpatrick 

Nancy LaVier 

Bob Light 

Scott Meyer 

Betty Schnellenberger 
 

2020 CONGREGATION OFFICERS 

Kayley Greenday, President 

Trenton Hizer, Vice-President 

Nancy LaVier, Council Secretary 

Paul Quel, Church Treasurer 

Cindy Williamson, Financial Secretary 
 

STAFF 

Rev. Ralph Kirkpatrick, Pastor 

Cindy Adams, Parish Administrative Assistant 

Linda Keener, Music Director 
 

 

 

2021 CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

SarahJo Albertson 

Vanessa Baltor 

Darren D’Ateno 

Patty Franz 

Judy Garnett 

Kayley Greenday 

Trenton Hizer 

Jennifer John 

Pastor Ralph Kirkpatrick 

Betty Schnellenberger 

Tamera Thompson 

Susan Tripp 
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2021 CONGREGATION OFFICERS 

Trenton Hizer, President 

SarahJo Albertson, Vice-President 

Tamera Thompson, Council Secretary 

Paul Quel, Church Treasurer 

Cindy Williamson, Financial Secretary 
 

STAFF 

Rev. Ralph Kirkpatrick, Pastor 

Cindy Adams, Parish Administrative Assistant 

Linda Keener, Music Director 
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2020 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

This report covers two specific responsibilities of the Council Vice President: The Council annual retreat 
and the securing of candidates for nomination for Council membership for the upcoming year.  

Council Retreat  

The council retreat was held February 29, 2020 at Eremos Topos (Secluded Place—ref: Luke 5:16 among 
other verses), the river retreat of Bill and Patty Franz, located just off the Potomac River, near 
Heathsville. Bill and Patty graciously hosted, providing breakfast, lunch, and snacks.  Besides the 
members of council, attendees included Pastor Ralph Kirkpatrick, administrative assistant Cindy Adams, 
treasurer Paul Quel, and parish coordinator Jim Schnellenberger.  Pastor Ralph led the retreat on 
Discipleship: Growing in a Deeper Relationship with Christ.  This focused on two points: to know and love 
God and to know and love our neighbor.  Part of the conversation revolved around reading from The 
Invitational Christian, a book that council had begun in 2019.  Discussions regarding the business of the 
church also covered capital projects including improved access to the lower level, the possibility of 
purchasing new pews or replacement chairs, and a better audio-visual system.  Unfortunately, much of 
the planning council intended to implement was put on hold as Christ Lutheran pivoted to new 
challenges faced due to the Covid 19 pandemic  

Nominations for 2019 Council Membership:  

There were seven (7) members of Council ending their terms at the end of the 2020—Willy Carey, Lauren 
Dry, Ernie Foltz, Cheryl Glaubinger, Nancy LaVier, Bob Light, and Scott Meyer. Council is limited to no 
more than 12 members by our constitution with no minimum requirement. Council began the process 
of considering potential candidates to fill seven positions for council in 2020—all expiring terms. 

A call was made to the congregation for nominations for council and council members spoke with 
potential candidates.  SarahJo Albertson, Darren D’Ateno, Patty Franz, Judy Garnett, Tamera Thompson, 
and Susan Tripp consented to be nominated for six positions.  Council voted to present a ballot with 
those six candidates at a congregational meeting originally to be held October 11, 2020, but 
resecheduled for and held via Zoom November 1, 2020.  The congregation approved the nominees at 
that time.  

Council now consists of eleven (11) lay members plus pastor. Council for 2021 consists of the following 
members: Vanessa Baltor, Kayley Greenday, Trenton Hizer, Jennifer John, and Betty Schnellenberger, 
whose terms end in December 2021, and SarahJo Albertson, Darren D’Ateno, Patty Franz, Judy Garnett, 
Tamera Thompson, and Susan Tripp. 

The council remembers with love and sorrow their brother Scott Meyer, who passed in December 2020. 

Respectfully Submitted, Trenton Hizer 

Christ Lutheran Church Council Vice President, 2020 
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2020 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
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2020 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
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2020 VIRGINIA SYNOD ASSEMBLY 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Christ Lutheran did not participate in the Virginia Synod Assembly. We 
look forward to the 2021 virtual assembly and plan to send representatives, virtually. 

 

MINISTRY REPORTS 

FINANCIAL TEAM 

Finance Team met monthly by Zoom during 2020.  Team members included Kayley Greenday, Chair, Jim 
Ingraham, Jan Foltz, Faith Hobson, Barry Kintzer, Mat Lewis, Treasurer Paul Quel and Financial Secretary 
Cindy Williamson. 

The Financial Team developed a 2021 budget, collecting planned expense input from ministry leads, 
estimating expected revenues from historical information and current circumstances, prioritizing funds 
to ministries to develop an initial draft 2021 budget.  The team then evaluated each budget line-item for 
accuracy and need, working to balance expenses with expected revenue while judging execution risk in 
2021.  A 2021 proposed budget of $300,458 was presented to the congregation for review on September 
22, 2020 and approved by the congregation on November 1, 2020. 

The Financial Team, along with the Property Ministry reviewed and evaluated the estimate for the 
sanctuary HVAC heating system replacement and held a special giving fundraiser for this need. The 
Financial Team was successful in raising over $11,000 to fully pay for the replacement of the system 
without dipping into reserves.   

The Team also conducted an end of 2020 review of Revenue and Expenses performance against 

pledges, expectations and against the last 15 years of historical data. For the year 2020, offerings were 

$264,400 and expenses were $275,400 resulting in a deficit of $11,000. Last year’s offerings were 

$304,800 and the five-year average was $297,600.  

AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT 

The Audit report for 2019 has been commissioned by Council but not yet completed. Due to the 
pandemic, the audit for 2019 has been delayed. Julie Miller and Cheryl Matson make up the 2019 audit 
committee and are expected to have the audit completed by the end of the first quarter that CLC returns 
to in-person worship.   

Once completed, a copy of the full Audit Report will be available for review upon request from the 
Council President or Vice President. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY/COMMUNICATIONS 

The year 2020 was challenging in many ways. In the technology world, we moved from in-person 

worship to online services.  E-mail and the website became a critical tool for communication. 

The website was redesigned to deliver congregation news and provided a link to the online services. E-

mail groups were set up to target specific information to those involved.   

Initially the service was recorded posted using Facebook but was moved to streaming through the web 

site.   

In July, an online membership directory was launched through the website. This provides address and 

phone number information to members. The information is password protected; members can log in 

using their email.   
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The website was also extended to add information specifically for members. The same user id and 

password used to access the directory makes this section accessible to members. 

A new computer, configured for video production, was purchased in December.  This hopefully will 

make for a smoother running video for live streaming. 

PROPERTY REVIEW  

CR 4:08. Property is responsible for maintaining, repairing and improving all aspects of the church 

facility. This ministry ensures the building is clean and all basic systems are operating properly and are 

in good repair. The ministry researches and prioritizes improvement projects, including cost estimates, 

and makes recommendations to the council as to which projects should be funded and scheduled.  

Some items worked on this past year include the painting of the ST. Johns and St. Marks room adjacent 

to the sanctuary entrance, the retaining of cabinets and painting in the sacristy room and the altar 

carpet tripping hazard repair all led by Jim Schnellenberger.  The storage room in the education wing 

was painted and new flooring installed.  The nursery room had a completed makeover – new paint, 

new chair, new bed and changing table and a wall mural done by Rachel Tripp – please take a look 

when we can all get back to resuming normal services.  Our friends from Casa De Dios Church with 

some of our own folks have done a great job in keeping the outside area looking great – fresh mulch, 

entrance area woods cleared , leaves removed , dead leylands trees cut down as well as other trees 

that have fallen during storms and parking lot cleared of leaves as well.  Please thank the folks from 

CASA if you run into any of them for the great assistance they do around the church for us. The 

Sanctuary gas heat system went up in the fall and thanks to the generous giving of our congregation, a 

new heating system was installed.  There was also some roof repair on the commons roof as well as 

some other A/C work that was completed earlier in the year.  

I want to thank the Property Team and everyone who have helped with projects this year and look 

forward to another year of improvements. 

Please let me know if you would like to join the property team or have something you think needs to 

be looked at or repair – always looking for fresh ideas and ways we can continue to improve our church 

and grounds. 

Respectfully,     

Richard Tripp 

MEN’S GROUP 

Due to COVID-19, the Men’s Group did not meet in 2020. The Men’s Group Fund contributed $1000 
towards the setting up for streaming back in June. I would like to say a special "Thanks" to our group for 
volunteering for their time and talents. Paul Quel, Bob Light, George Springer, Jim Schnellenberger, 
Richard Tripp and Jim Ingraham, Ernie Foltz.  And to Sarah Vaughan, Jan Foltz and others that worked 
with us. 

Submitted by Mitch Roberts, Chairman 

EVANGELISM MINISTRY 

Members of Evangelism Team:  Jim Schnellenberger, Co-chair January-June 

Tinky Keen, Co-chair July-December 

Darren D’Ateno, Vanessa Baltor, Mat Lewis, Sylvia Lewis, Pastor Ralph Kirkpatrick, Carol Jones, 

Outreach Coordinator, Betty Schnellenberger, Council Liaison 
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The team acknowledged CLC needed to take advantage of social media and internet and requested 

$600 for expansion of media targeted outreach to the Lakeside community. 

Blessing Cards continued providing the congregation to share with people they encounter in the 

community and elsewhere. 

Evangelism team members provided coffee, tea and pastries along with brochures and gift packs for 

visitors until the church closed. 

Evangelism participated in projects which included: 

School supplies for Moody Middle School and Casa de Dios children 

Care bags for the homeless 

Evangelism supported world-wide outreach with the Quilting group in creation of quilts donated to 

Lutheran World Relief. 

Beginning June we met by Zoom and decided we would thank the First Responders at our local 

Lakeside Fire Department which includes EMT’s   

We prepared a full Bar-be-que luncheon including a Thank You cake whch we delivered on September 

26.  Cheryl Glaubinger along with Cheryl and Danielle of Canipe of Outreach also participated in this. 

In July we discussed how we could get our name out to the community at an upcoming 5k by having 

water bottles with our church logo and information.  Jim was able to secure a local vendor who could 

supply our bottled water needs.  Due to a spending freeze Council was only able to approve the set-up 

fee for a 1,000 labels (their minimum) which they will hold for future orders; Darren supplied the QRC 

artwork,  Jim and Betty Schnellenberger bought the water so we could hand out at the next community 

event. 

Team members also bought embroidered polos (at our own expense) to wear with our church logo to 

identify us at future community events. 

Vanessa Baltor worked with Final Gravity during the fall to finalize the first RVA Lakeside 5k which was 

held October 18th.  Evangelism supplied water tables at the midway point in Bryan Park and also at the 

finish line behind Final Gravity where we clapped and cheered for those who finished.  Final Gravity 

was very appreciative of our efforts and is looking forward to working with us again for another RVA 

Lakeside 5k, possibly during Spring, 2021. 

Since our church remained closed we approved the cost from our budget to use Facebook “boosts” 

along with Google search analytics suggested by Pastor to promote church search queries online and 

Carol Jones spoke to the functionality. 

Carol Jones advised how the CLC softball team fits ministerially and will now fall under Evangelism.   

In order to assist Carol Jones with Outreach we also participated in our Lakeside community supplying 

layette items for expectant mothers along with food. 

We decided to reach out to the congregation with a birthday card for each member to let them know 

how much we miss them while our church remains closed. 

Our members will assist Carol Jones with Outreach as needed. 

Evangelism has projects we want to implement during 2021, however it will depend on when our 

church reopens and budgetary constraints. 

Respectfully submitted by 

Betty Schnellenberger 
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GOD’S WORK – OUR HANDS MINISTRY 

Workday – September 13th, 2020 

In response to the call to serve, Christ Lutheran Church participated in the synod event known as God’s 
Work, Our Hands. (GWOH) 

This year was a little different, as were most ministries. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this year’s 
donations were collected by “drop off” and a 6 foot distanced assembly line was created for the work 
day in the Fellowship Hall. We collected several boxes of school supplies for our neighbor, Moody Middle 
School. We distributed pens, pencils and paper and various school supplies.  

We created several dozens of blessing bags for the homeless containing socks, water bottles, toothpaste 
and toothbrush, gift cards, snacks, Chapstick and lotion. These were handed out by our congregation.  

We created hats and scarves for the homeless population here in Richmond.  

We worked on quilts that were made for Lutheran World Relief. We were able to finish severals quilt 
tops.  

We look forward to doing more work next year.  Submitted by Jennifer J John 

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

The Stewardship Kickoff took place in January 2020. The theme was "simple" stewardship and 
highlighted the work of the church through its many ministries. Every member/family unit was given a 
package that contained an explanatory letter, commitment cards for time, talent and monetary 
contribution, a church calendar, and a church directory. There was be a "Ministry Fair" and a series of 
Stewardship Temple Talks three Sundays in January. Sign-up sheets were provided to collect names of 
congregation members interested in the various ministries. 

Following the Stewardship fair, he Stewardship committee met very few times during 2020 due to Covid.   
The committee did compose a letter of encouragement and a reminder of the commitments for 
stewardship made in late 2019 and early 2020.  The letter, including the commitment cards received 
from congregation members, was sent out in the summer of 2020.   

VISION MINISTRY 

Vision ministry was not active in 2020. Council will work to reestablish this ministry in 2021 as needed.  

WORSHIP PLANNING MINISTRY 

The CLC Worship Planning Ministry is comprised of representatives from subcommittees that ensure 
the successful execution of worship services every Sunday as well as ad hoc worship services. These 
subcommittees include altar guild, ushers, acolytes & crucifers, lectors, music, assisting ministers, as 
well as the pastor. There were high hopes for the CLC Worship Planning Ministry for 2020 at the end of 
2019, but the unfortunate circumstances that affected not only our congregation but the entire world 
throughout the year forced this ministry to do a major pivot from what was originally intended for the 
year. 
The CLC Worship Planning Ministry officially met approximately six times over the course of 2020. 
Most of these meetings were virtual Zoom meetings due to efforts to be compliant with state-wide 
COVID-19 protocols, with the exception of the meetings prior to March 2020, which were in-person 
meetings. However, several of the ministry members attended ad hoc virtual meetings periodically 
throughout the year as part of the CLC COVID-19 Task Force, which was responsible for making 
decisions regarding any gathering at the church including return to worship on the basis of data 
analysis related to the pandemic in our state and local areas.  
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The year started strong with many of the Worship Planning ministry subcommittees participating in 
and recruiting new members at the Stewardship Fair in January. As in 2019, the Wednesday night 
Lenten services were brought back and already in full swing in early 2020, but had to be cut short at 
the time of the shut-down in mid-March. The ministry had also begun to loosely plan for Palm Sunday, 
Holy Week, and Easter services, which had to be completely shifted to virtual services, again due to the 
COVID-19 crisis.  
Virtual services became the new norm over the course of the year. Initially, services had to be recorded 
ahead of time, but eventually with the council-approved purchase of new equipment, services were 
able to transition to live-streaming. Much of the discussion in the meetings that took place in late 
spring and early summer was about when it would be safe for the parishioners to return to worship 
and coordinating how to go about doing so in a safe manner to prevent potential spread of the virus. 
This included suggestions such as proper spacing for seating and communion and minimizing situations 
likely to spread germs, like physical sharing of the peace, kneeling, and using hymnals. The music 
ministry remained active despite these changes, with small groups of volunteer musicians gathering 
under safety protocols to pre-record pieces for online worship. Eventually, about 15 to 20 people – 
including those leading worship and assisting with live-streaming – were allowed to be in attendance at 
worship. However, with COVID-19 cases spiking again late in the year, the decision was made to have 
as few people as possible at worship again, which included the virtual Christmas Eve service.  
Although 2020 brought many unexpected twists and turns, one major accomplishment was being able 
to reach a wider audience for worship by streaming online. Things are looking up for 2021 and the 
Worship Planning Ministry is hopeful that the CLC congregation will be able to return to in-person 
worship again in the near future. 
Faithfully submitted,  
Lauren Dry 
VISUAL WORSHIP MINISTRY 

Due to the pandemic, there was no visual worship ministry in 2020, and most likely none will be done 
in 2021 apart from Easter and Christmas. When we return to in person worship, we will address this 
ministry. 
Linda Pickels 

Visual Worship Ministry Leader 

ALTAR GUILD  

Altar Guild members have had challenges in 2020. Providing communion was thoughtfully reinvented. 
We wore gloves and masks. We devised a way to give the wine and bread together with it's own 
napkin for each individual. These were spaced 6 feet apart on the communion railing. Keeping in mind 
we only provided communion for a very few people. 
We have lost members due to health and other reasons. 
We care for the liturgical hangings, linens, brass and the font. 
We are dedicated and serve the Lord and our church with love and joy. 
Our Altar Guild members are: 
Linda Pickles, Nancy Hendrickson, Mary Juliene, Kay Rilee, Diane Kellogg, Heidi Zur Lippe, Diane 
Ransone, Eleanor Hemenway, Jeannine & George Springer, Edith Ingraham, Betty Schnellenberger, 
Cynthia St. John, Ulli Baumann, Frannie Kirkpatrick, Judy Garnett.  
Respectfully submitted, 
Judy Garnett  
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MUSIC DIRECTOR 

I’m sure I’m echoing the thought of everyone who is reading this:  What a strange and unbelievable 

year we just came through! 

As they say, the best-laid plans…etc. 

We did, however, begin the year with 17 persons in the Chancel Choir and 11 in the Bell Choir.   

In February, we did a joint handbell choir with Overbrook Presbyterian Church, first at CLC on February 

9 and again at Overbrook on February 16.  It takes a lot of effort, not only musically, but packing up 

and carrying all our equipment to another place in order to do this.  Then unpacking and setting up all 

of it when we return.  So my deepest thanks to our faithful ringers for doing this. 

Since singing is one of the most efficient ways of spreading COVID-19, we obviously could not have our 

choir rehearse or sing for worship after mid-March, when everything pretty much shut down.  And bell 

ringers stand too close together to have regular full-choir rehearsals, although having one ringer at 

each table, and wearing masks is more do-able.  I have kept in touch with all of our singers and ringers 

on many occasions, and everyone seems to be doing well, with one exception.  We were so very 

saddened to lose Scott Meyer recently, and our hearts go out to his family. 

I continue to attend regular staff meetings via Zoom, as well as periodic meetings of the Worship 

Planning Group.  Also, I was able to host only one meeting this year of the Lakeside Musicians Group, 

which was in February. 

Pastor Ralph and I meet at least once a week to record music, both mine and any guest musicians that 

we have.   

Providing special music for our online worship services has been challenging, to say the least!  Not to 

mention researching copyright information for everything we record and broadcast.   

We were able to host and record the following: 

- our own Brass Quartet 

- a Men’s Quartet consisting of a tenor and bass from CLC plus a tenor and bass from Lakeside United 

Methodist Church, with the help of their director, Jeanne Bluford 

- a Women’s Quartet consisting of four of our own Chancel Choir members 

- a solo by Bill Petersen (Rhoda Adelson’s son) 

- a solo by Steve Charlson 

- a bell quartet by our own ringers 

- a trio by the Faust family 

- a flute duet 

- two guest trumpeters for Reformation Sunday 

- a guest violinist and tenor soloist for the Christmas Eve service 

There are others in the works:  a bell duet (or two!), the tenor soloist and the violinist, who have 

offered to sing and play for us again, and a flute trio. 

All of our musicians and I look forward to being able to make music together again later this year! 

Linda Keener 

January 2021 

ACOLYTE/CRUCIFERS 

This ministry follows the Order of St. John direction which provides assistance to church worship leaders 
(Pastors, Lay Assistants., etc.) during the numerous services (weekly and special) throughout the year. 
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This ministry includes Acolytes, Crucifers, Torch Bearers, Book Bearers, Banner Bearers, and any other 
needed assistants for worship. This ministry also assists the Altar Guild with protection and care of the 
elements of worship during the services. The ministry is open to those in grades 6 through 12, and now 
we have several adults and parents of teens (sometimes parent and teen serve together.). More young 
adults are encouraged to participate. This ministry is a requirement during Confirmation Class years (at 
Christ Lutheran). Training occurs every September for new members but can occur at any time 
throughout the year. Due to the effects of COVID-19, participant statistics were unavailable for 2020. 
We will resume this ministry at such time that worship continues in-person. 

2020 participants: 

2020 Acolytes only: 

N/A 

2020 Acolytes/Crucifers: 

N/A 

Confirmed 2020: 

N/A 

 

Graduated high school 2020: 

N/A 

Departed/Dropped 2020: 

N/A 

This ministry does not perform any outside community service but only functions as a serving ministry 
for Christ Lutheran Worship services. The teens in this ministry serve their community through 
Confirmation class requirements and school requirements. We can also help during funerals and any 
musical performances if requested. No donations are needed for this ministry, the only cost being the 
robes, belts, and any crosses needed. These costs are through the Altar Guild budget and are only needed 
when items become frayed or destroyed.  

If anyone is interested in serving during worship or any services, please see Nancy Hendrickson (cell 804-
405-9779) or the Pastor. 

Chairperson: Nancy Hendrickson  

CHRISMONS 

Chrismons are Christmas ornaments that are religious symbols representing “Christ’s 
Monogram.” There is a new Chrismon made every year by Christ Lutheran’s Chrismon 
crew. On the third Sunday in Advent, the ornaments are given to the children of the 
congregation to help teach them about the symbols of the church and to emphasize 
the real meaning of the holiday. This year’s Chrismon was a stalk of wheat. Jesus 
mentions wheat often in his parables and is the main component in bread, a frequent 
biblical theme and essential for communion. 

This Chrismon tradition started 22 years ago at our church and continued in 2020 
even though we didn’t give them out in during the service because of the pandemic. 
If you didn’t get a Chrismon and would like one, contact Jane Dry. 
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Thank you to all who helped to make these beautiful ornaments: 

Lori Faudale, Diane Kellogg, Cheryl Matson, and Linda Pickels. 

Jane Dry- Chrismon Coordinator 

FAITH FORMATION 

Faith Formation 2020 Annual Report 

Faith Formation is a core ministry for us at Christ Lutheran.  We believe it is vitally important for every 

Christian to have a basic understanding of the Bible and of what it means to be a Lutheran as well as a 

Christian.   

Our Faith Formation Ministry was designed to help all ages in their exploration and development of their 

understanding of God’s Word regardless of where they are in their faith journey.  Our main programs 

were and continue to be:  

Beginning Christians under the leadership of Jennifer John, Melissa Luchau and Diane Ransone conducted 

a program of subjects and activities designed for kids ages 4-11 and their parents to become familiar 

with Bible stories and the Christian faith.  Beginning Christians was put on hold while Christ Lutheran 

was physically closed, but in September 2020, Pastor Ralph began providing online classes, aided by 

members of the congregation and supplemented by Roots and Wings. 

Confirmation Class, facilitated by Pastor Ralph and David Ingraham, studied the basic tenets of the 

Lutheran Faith including the Ten Commandments, Apostle’s Creed and the Lord’s Prayer.  This class is 

designed for youth ages 12-14, but it is open to any who wish to participate. 

Post Confirmation classes led by Carol Jones and Jim Schnellenberger is designed for high schoolers and 

young adults.  A variety of topics are centered on how your faith can help you deal constructively with 

life challenges in contemporary society.  Consistent attendance and support of this particular program 

by our older youth and young adults has not developed as we had hoped and it continues to be the most 

challenging aspect of our Faith Formation Ministries. 

Continuing Christians: Facilitated by Jim Ingraham, Trenton Hizer, Vanessa Baltor, Bill Franz, Lucas 

Cochran, and Pastor Ralph.  This program, geared primarily, but not exclusively, for adults, explored a 

variety of topics to gain better knowledge and understanding of the books of the Bible and the Small 

Catechism.  Each series ran three to six weeks.   Topics and Bible books studied by the Continuing 

Christians class in 2020, and their facilitators, included: 

●       Paul’s letters to the Thessalonians (Jim Ingraham) 

●       Paul’s letters to the Galatians (Jim Ingraham) 

●        Paul’s letters to the Corinthians (Trenton Hizer) 

●        Psalms (Vanessa Baltor) 

All classes were put on hold when Christ Lutheran closed its doors due to the pandemic restrictions.  

Continuing Christians began meeting via Zoom in July 2020 with Bill Franz leading a class on faith and 

science.  In the fall, Pastor Ralph led a class on Matthew.  Both were highly successful and demonstrated 

that classes could be conducted on Zoom. 
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Off Topic:  Lucas Cochran adapted his Bible study class for Zoom and it resumed meeting on Thursday 

evenings after Bible and Brew. 

ACTS classes (Ambassadors Community for Theological Study).  Advanced Bible study through the Virginia 
Synod, ELCA.  The Virginia Synod suspended ACTS due to the pandemic. 

Our many thanks to all who helped with and attended our Faith Formation experiences and who made 
our 2020 programs a success before and during the months we were not open. Faith Formation 
Team:  Pastor Ralph, Jim Ingraham, Trenton Hizer, Diane Ransone, Jennifer John, Melissa Luchau, 
Vanessa Baltor, Jim Schnellenberger, Carol Jones, David Ingraham, Lucas Cochran, and Bill Franz. 

Submitted, Jim Ingraham and Trenton Hizer 

PARISH VISITOR MINISTRY 

The Parish Visitor Ministry is a quiet and essential ministry of Christ Lutheran. Established in 2013 by 
Pastor Moehring, this ministry matches trained visitors with those who are homebound and/or in the 
hospital. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the ministry was largely inactive out of an abundance of 
caution. Those who have served as parish visitors in the past several years include: Sandra Boclair, Barry 
Kintzer, Edith Ingraham, Betty Schnellenberger, Don and Diane Bentz, George and Jeannine Springer and 
Bob Light.  

I am aware that we have an informal network of caring persons at Christ who keep in contact with our 
homebound and hospitalized members. I commend this wonderful practice. We can never show too 
much love.  

We are looking for more trained parish visitors. We will provide the training. If you would like to serve 
in this ministry, please speak with Pastor Ralph or Edith Ingraham. If you know of a church member who 
would benefit from having a parish visitor matched with them, also speak with Pastor Jim or Edith 
Ingraham.  

In 2018, our parish visitors began the practice of bringing Holy Communion to our shut-ins. The elements 
of the sacrament are consecrated at Sunday worship. The Body and Bread are brought by the visitors to 
home or hospital, as an extension of our worship at Christ.  

I thank our faithful volunteer visitors. They serve on behalf of all of us at Christ. I appreciate them as an 
extension of the office of pastor.  

In Service to Christ,  

Pastor Ralph Kirkpatrick 

FAMILY MINISTRIES 

Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the family ministries activities, including our plans for 
Vacation Bible School were put on hold until scuh time as wer are able to safely meet in person once 
again.  

Submitted by Jennifer John. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

The report for 2020 VBS is included in the “Family Ministries” report above.  

OUTREACH (QUILTS OF LOVE / ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE / GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS) 
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The year began with big plans for expanding into the Lakeside community. The pandemic changed the 
scope of our projects, but we continued to provide for the community with the following projects. 
(Submitted by Carol Jones)   

Month Project 

January Mitten/Glove Tree 
Quilting 

February CARITAS - Served 30+ women with shelter and food 
Quilting 
Continue food collection for LAMB’s Basket and On Faith 

March Quilting- at home 
Food collections for LAMB’s Basket 
Continue food collection for LAMB’s Basket and On Faith 

April Quilting-at home 
LAMB’s Basket-closed midmonth 
On Faith Ministries Food Pantry 
Making face Masks – donated to On Faith Ministries Clients 

May Quilting-at home 
On Faith Ministries Food Pantry 
Making face Masks 

June Quilting-at home 
Making face masks-as needed 
Continue food collection for LAMB’s Basket and On Faith 

July/August On Faith Ministries/LAMBs Basket Food Pantries 
Making face Masks 
Baby Shower-for families served by On Faith Ministries 

Quilting group made baby blankets 

September Continue food collection for LAMB’s Basket and On Faith 
Quilting 
School Supplies for Moody Middle School and Casa da Dios families 
God’s Work. Our Hands – warm hats made, items collected for homeless, 
and masks made for LWR 

October Warm Coats from Warm Hearts collection of coats, hats, scarves, and 
gloves in conjunction with On Faith Ministries, for local distribution 
Continue food collection for LAMB’s Basket and On Faith 
Quilting 

November Thanksgiving Baskets 
Continue food collection for LAMB’s Basket and On Faith 
Quilting from home 

December  Angel Tree 
Continue food collection for LAMB’s Basket and On Faith 
Quilting from home 

OUTREACH/NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 

No National Night Out activities were conducted in 2020. 
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LAMB’S BASKET 

Like everything else in 2020, COVID affected LAMB’s Basket.  During the early parts of the pandemic, 

LAMB’s Basket closed for a few months.  After reopening, their schedule went from five to two days 

(Tuesdays and Thursdays) a week, with distribution on both days.  For the health of the clients and 

volunteers, all groceries are prebagged and given to clients at the front door.  While LAMB’s Basket is 

not picking up from their retail partners, they still have plenty of canned, dry goods and meats to 

distribute. They’ve had special food drives and their corporate and church sponsors have been 

generous with food donations.  Even though the number of clients are down, (again due to COVID), 

LAMB’s Basket’s day to day expenses (rent, utilities, routine operating costs) must be paid so monetary 

donations are appreciated.  (Note:  All monetary donations go directly to operating expenses.  All 

personnel are volunteers.  There are no paid positions.)  A big thank you to Dawn Knutson for giving 

her time as a volunteer and serving on the LAMB’s Basket Board 

Christ Lutheran has two to three volunteer days a month.  Due multiple factors (COVID, health issues, 

age, etc.) our volunteer numbers have decreased.  Once LAMB’s Basket is back to full schedule, there 

will be a need more volunteers.  To know more about volunteering or get on the volunteer e-mail list, 

contact Sarah Vaughan at sarahvaughan38@gmail.com.  Many thanks to our congregation members 

who give their time as volunteers.  You are truly appreciated. 

Christ Lutheran’s Evangelism committee initiated a “food of the month” where we focus on donation 
of a particular food item each month, along with regular donations.  Once open services resume, my 
hope is to continue this focus. 
Respectfully submitted. 
Sarah Vaughan 
BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 

Diane Bentz humbly and graciously continues to lead the Bereavement Ministry at Christ Lutheran, 
providing funeral and luncheon services for the family and friends of those recently passed. With the 
closure of the church facility due to COVID-19, there were no bereavement luncheons this past year. 

FLOWERS AND MEMORIAL GARDEN 

Don and Diane Bentz remain committed to the Memorial Garden at Christ Lutheran. In 2019, the stone 
of Frank Greenday was added to the garden. Several times throughout the year, the garden was weeded 
and maintained, and fresh gravel was added. The Ministry continues to partner with Casa de Dios on 
cleanup efforts as needed. We have many friends that make all of this possible. Our garden remains a 
quiet restful place for relaxation, meditation and prayer. 

CARITAS 

Since the beginning of the local Richmond ministry, Christ Lutheran has been a part of CARITAS 
(Congregations around Richmond Involved to Assure Shelter), a mission to support the homeless. The 
congregation committed to hosting a group of around 35 homeless individuals for a week, where the 
church not only provided shelter, but also 3 meals a day for the week. The guests slept on mats in the 
Fellowship Hall, and families or groups in the congregation signed up to provide meals. Along with 
providing meals, volunteers also set up and took down cots, did loads of laundry for our guests, rode 
the bus in the evening for showers, spent the night as a church representative, and donated personal 
grooming items and snacks. This meant many volunteers and supplies were needed for this 
undertaking. Volunteer sign ups began about two months before our hosting dates.  

mailto:sarahvaughan38@gmail.com
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In mid-2018 CARITAS changed for the better. CARITAS bought the building that housed The Healing 
Place and now provides a long-term peer-driven residential program for homeless men. Churches will 
no longer have to provide shelter for the homeless in the actual church, but can continue to support 
CARITAS in other ways.  
In 2020, since women were still not a part of the permanent shelter, Christ Lutheran hosted 30 women 
during the week of February 15-22 for one final time. Many thanks to all who contributed items, meals, 
and time to this endeavor.  It was a very successful week. 

Although the church will not be hosting in the building anymore, we will look for other ways to support 
this important community ministry. 

Your friends in Christ, 
CARITAS Volunteer Coordinators:   
Jane Dry, Shannon Fleming, and Diane Kellogg 

THANKSGIVING AND ANGEL TREE MINISTRIES 

Our Thanksgiving Meals ministry was able to supply twelve families with a complete meal this year. 

 

For our Angel Tree ministry, we assisted 13 families.   Thirty-five of our CLC families signed up to get 72 

out the93 gifts needed.   Thanks to the generous donations from others, the “elves” were able to 

purchase the remaining gifts.   This year, due to You-Know-What, we had to pick our angels from a 

virtual tree.   Many thanks to Jennifer John for setting up the Signup Genius app.   Thanks also to the 

other elves, Kay, Connie, Nikki, Dawn, Gerald, and Trenton.    

CHILI COOK-OFF 

The annual Christ Lutheran Church Chili Cookoff was not held in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
We look forward to the 2021 cook off!   

Respectfully submitted, Trenton Hizer 

CLC.SOFTBALL 
For the first spring and summer in 40 years our Christ Lutheran Softball Team did not play any 
softball.  The reason for that was COVID-19.  However, in 2021, with the distribution of the vaccine just 
beginning, we are hoping to start our season in late March. 

The main goal of our team is to enjoy the game while participating in Christian fellowship and promoting 
evangelism.  It is also our intent to keep the Christ Lutheran name out in the community and to spread 
the Gospel.  The church members who participate on the team are Tamera Thompson, Richard Tripp, 
Trenton Hizer, Derek Meyer, Tre Bosdell, Megan Tripp, and Tom Dry.  For anyone interested in joining 
the team in 2021, please contact any of our three coaches listed below. 
Tom Dry – Team Manager/Coach – drygang@comcast.net 
Tamera Thompson – Coach – tmthompson@deq.virginia.gov 
Richard Tripp – Coach – Richard.Tripp@Anthem.com 
Gerald Ransone – Former Team Manager/Coach & current Team Advisor 
CHURCH LIBRARY 

Carol Grayson, who has previously run the church library for many years, is no longer able to lead or 
participate in this ministry. Christ Lutheran is currently looking for volunteers to lead or serve in helping 
maintain the library and ensure its organization and availability to members. If you are interested in 
serving, please contact Trenton Hizer at tehizer@gmail.com.   

mailto:drygang@comcast.net
mailto:tmthompson@deq.virginia.gov
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COVID-19 TASKFORCE 

In response to the global pandemic with millions of cases of COVID-19, the Church Council established 

a COVID-19 Task Force at its meeting on July 13, 2020.  Members of the Task Force have included Dr. 

Diane Kellogg, Ms. Linda Pickels, Ms. Judy Garnett, Ms. Lauren Dry, Mr. Bob Light, Mr. Richard Tripp, 

Mr. Joe Williamson, Ms. Kayley Greenday, Dr. Bill Franz, and Pastor Ralph Kirkpatrick.  The composition 

of the task force was designed to take advantage of congregational expertise in science, data 

interpretation, worship coordination, and management of our facility. 

The task force has met at least monthly since its inception and (1) reviewed the status of the pandemic 

in our immediate area in addition to nationally and internationally, (2) made recommendations to the 

council regarding Sunday worship services, and (3) discussed and made recommendations regarding 

other impacts of the global pandemic on our congregational ministries. 

The task force is expected to continue its work into 2021 until it is no longer needed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

William T. Franz 

 

 


