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FROM THE PASTOR  by Pastor Hahn 

Epiphany: The Feast of the Three Kings 

 
The Adoration of the Magi by Giotto [Public domain] 

Epiphany is celebrated 12 days after Christmas. (You remember the song, “The 

12 Days of Christmas.”) Beginning on Christmas Day, there are 12 days in 

which we celebrate the Season of Christmas, but on the day following is The 

Epiphany of Our Lord (January 6th). This is a time when Christians remember 

the Wise Men who visited Jesus. It is also at this time that churches remember 

The Baptism of Jesus when He was about 30 years old and started to teach 

people about God. Epiphany means "revelation," and both the visit of the Wise 

Men and Jesus' Baptism are important times when Jesus was "revealed" to be 

very important. 

January Worship Service Themes 

January 6th & 7th - Christmas lights may be coming down, but the Light of 

the world still shines for all to see. We receive this Light during our Epiphany 

worship on this day. The promise that nations will come to the light of the Lord 

is fulfilled when the Wise Men come from the East. They follow the star and 

are led to the Light. Jesus is the light that shines the brightness of heaven into 

the darkness of their hearts. He does the same for you as you receive His Word 

and Sacraments. Dispelling the darkness of sin, Christ Jesus will fill you with 

the light of His presence and invite you, as He did the Wise Men, to bow before 

Him in honor and praise. Rejoice and be glad—your Light has come! 

January 13th & 14 - “Speak, Lord, for Your servant hears.” With this 

invitation, the prophet Samuel opens himself to receive God’s Word for His 

people. In the Epistle for this day, Paul reminds us that we are not our own. 

Rather, we belong to the Lord because we have been bought with the price of 

Jesus’ precious body and blood given and shed for the forgiveness of sins. This 

Jesus is God’s first and final Word to all humanity—the Logos incarnate. Born 

in Bethlehem and heading for Golgotha, Jesus invites people to follow Him. 

From one disciple to another, the invitation is to come and see the One whom 

Moses and the prophets foretold—Israel’s Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth, our 

Lord and our God. 
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(From the Pastor, continued) 

January 20th & 21st - Peter, Andrew, James, and John were fishermen by trade. Jesus invited them to 

follow Him, promising He would make them fishers of men. What could this possibly mean? The prophet 

Jonah may provide a clue. Swallowed, and then regurgitated by a great fish after running from God, 

Jonah was given another chance to cast a Gospel net for the people of Nineveh. With only the lure of 

Jonah’s brief, Law-heavy sermon, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” God reeled in a 

bountiful Kingdom-catch, saving more than 120,000 people and animals in that city. Jesus’ own 

preaching announces the fullness of time, the presence of God’s reign, and invites repentance and faith 

in the Good News from God, which He embodies and enacts. This message—proclaimed and 

sacramentally enacted—is the net by which Holy Spirit calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies people 

under God’s gracious reign. 

January 27th & 28th - When the Israelites were about to enter the Promised Land and Moses was about 

to die, he announced that the Lord had promised another prophet to follow him. While the people saw 

Joshua as that prophet, centuries later, Jesus was the complete fulfillment of the prophecy. When He 

spoke, all creation—including unclean spirits—obeyed, to the amazement of the people in this day’s 

Holy Gospel. Unfortunately, as Paul reminds us in the Epistle, we do not always hear a clear command 

from our Lord as we deal with one another. But Jesus’ sacrifice for us frees us to put our neighbor’s 

needs above our own. 

Sunday Morning Bible Study at CLC 

The Sunday Morning Bible Study, led by Pastor Hahn, will be meeting every Sunday Morning in January 

from 10:30 - 11:15am. In January we will be finishing up the last two lessons on "The Joy of Being A 

Church Member" and then we will be moving on to a study yet to be determined. Bible Study is an 

important discipline in our walk as followers of Christ Jesus. As we enter into this new year (2018), it is 

with hope that you will add this wonderful opportunity to grow in your faith to your New Year's 

Resolution list. 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study at Eagan Pointe Senior Living Center 

Every Tuesday Morning in January at 9:00 am Pastor Hahn will be leading a book study that began in 

December on Beth Moore and Dale McClesky's book "A Heart Like His: Intimate reflections on the life 

of David". This is less like a study and more like a group discussion on the book. We meet on the first 

floor hospitality room (the 'Pub' as the residents call it). Anyone is welcome to attend, members and 

friends of Christ Lutheran Church and residents of Eagan Point Senior Living Center. Currently we have 

a good mixture of both but we are missing you. Come and join us. 

In the book we see someone who rose from a common shepherd boy to become the leader of two nations. 

He slew a giant and saved a kingdom. He was an adulterer and a murderer, yet a man after God's own 

heart. King David was a great and noble man of ancient times. But he also has much to say to men and 

women today. 

If you are available I encourage you to join us at Eagan Point Senior Living Center. The study will be 

devoted to answering practical questions about being a person after God's own heart: How can a person 

be forgiven and restored after sin? How can a person continue to be faithful to God when nothing seems 

to be going his or her way? How can a person find God when he or she feels all alone? In this study we 

will certainly discover insights into these questions and more. So come and join us. It's too good to miss. 
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6th & 7th Grade Confirmation Instruction Schedule 

 January 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, and 31st - 6:30-7:15pm 

6th - 12th Grade Youth Group Schedule 

 January 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, and 31st - 7:00-8:00pm 

 February 4th (Super Bowl Sunday) - CLC Youth Super Bowl "Take & Bake" Pizza Fundraiser 

(watch the weekly "News and Announcements" for more details. 

Christ Lutheran Church Annual Voters Meeting on January 28th! 

 All Staff, Council, Officer, and Board Annual Reports should be submitted to Rhoda in the 

Office no later than Wednesday, January 10th 

 

LIFE Groups  

 Monday nights at 6:30 pm at Eagan Pointe. Men and women are invited to join us in the study of 
Romans.  Contact person: Sharonlee Strohkirch (952-431-1865). 

 Wednesday afternoon at 1:30 pm women’s group meet at various homes. Their study is “Divine 
Design” by Sharla Fritz. Contact person is Gerri Bonewell (952-891-2853). 

 Wednesday at 6 pm singles and couples twice a month.  Their study is the Holy Spirit.  Contact person 
is Deb Buntjer (651-452-8956). 

 Saturday at 9 am, the Men’s group will begin at church. Study to be announced. Contact person is 
Mark Bonewell (952-891-2853).  This group would like to see more men join for coffee, Bible 
study, and fellowship! 

LIFE groups are people who embrace Living In Faith Everyday. They meet weekly with Bible Study, 
Prayer, Fellowship and Service.  All are welcome from church, families, neighbors, and anyone who wishes 
to be in Gods’ Word and grow in faith and spirit in a relationship with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Please come join us and fill our “empty chair.” 
 

FROM THE 

 

BOOK REVIEWS – LOOK FOR THESE AND MORE! 

Growing a Healthy Home:  This is an oldie, but never goes out of date when you wonder 

how to handle issues involving the family.  Focus on the Family selected some of America’s 
leading Christian family advocates to produce this important book.  Growing a Healthy Home 
is a home encyclopedia that addresses issues every family faces:  marriage, husbands and 

fathers, children, teenagers, mothers and wives, family activities, education, family 
problems, and other issues. 

Lessons from a Mother’s Heart is a devotion book for women.  As a mother, you learn a 

lot from your children.  Their discoveries of joy and challenging struggles remind you of the 
times you experienced those same lessons.  But the learning doesn’t end there, because God 
the Father uses these moments to teach you more about Himself.  Pam Kennedy paints a 

picture of the joys and challenges of motherhood as she helps you see God the Father 
through the parenting vignettes. Scripture, and parenting insights.  You’ll be encouraged and 
strengthened through these thoughtful ideas and wisdom. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi6zJSN-pPYAhXC54MKHR4xA5wQjRwIBw&url=http://www.adorableideas.com/club/product_info.php?products_id%3D11579&psig=AOvVaw064qj1bM-TUCYPOGuyccYZ&ust=1513699663531822


 

Christ’s Messenger      January, 2018 

 

January Preschool News 

December was a very busy month in preschool!  The children practiced so hard for their 
program and did an awesome job.  All 31 preschoolers were healthy and able to participate, 
and they all brought numerous family members with them, including grandmas, grandpas, 
aunts, uncles and even cousins!  There were a few church members who joined us, and I want 
to thank them for their support!  We had an enormous spread of cookies following the 
program along with hot chocolate and coffee.  Everyone had a wonderful time! 

The children have participated in many fun art experiences like painting with Christmas bows, 
painting with Christmas tree branches, shaving cream paintings, and marble painting.  It’s 
been a messy, but fun month!  Most importantly, however, they have learned about the true 
meaning of Christmas, the birth of Baby Jesus.  They sang songs, rang bells, read stories, and 
did art projects surrounding the birth of Jesus.  The dressed up like Mary, Joseph, the 
shepherds and the angels, and played in the stable I created out of cardboard underneath the 
loft.  They placed baby Jesus in the cardboard manger filled with real straw over and over 
again.  They acted out the story in the sensory table filled with a nativity set and real straw.  
The children made presents for moms and dads, and had a birthday party for Jesus complete 
with cake, ice cream, party hats, and games.  What a wonderful and wondrous time of the 
year! 

This January, the children will be learning about Antarctica and penguins, the arctic and Polar 
Bears, and winter, of course. There is always so much to learn and do! 

Door Guards 

In our desire to keep the children in our care safe, we purchased door guards for the doors 
most used by the preschoolers.  These door guards prevent the children from getting their 
fingers pinched, broken, and/or cut off in the hinge side of the doors.  You will see them in the 
preschool classroom, as well as on the men’s and women’s bathrooms in the hallway by the 
fellowship hall. Many thanks to Dave Hoglund and Tom Gustafson for their help with the 
installation of these door guards! 

Re-Enrollment 

Re-enrollment for currently enrolled children and their siblings will begin the middle of 
January.  After a couple of weeks, we will open up enrollment for the community.  If you know 
of anyone looking for part-time or full-time preschool, please send them our way. 
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New Programming Available in September 2018 

It is my desire to provide more flexibility and programming for parents who need it.  We will 
continue to offer part-time preschool in the mornings, but will also add an afternoon option, 
as well as full day and full week options and extended care available on an as-needed basis.  I 
have given a survey to our currently enrolled families asking what they would like to see for 
the new school year, and have been getting some very positive feedback.  I’ll keep you posted! 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 

There is still time to direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars to our preschool this year, if you so 
desire.  Your support has been so important in continuing to provide excellent care and 
education to the children in our program and I want to thank all who have done so in the 
past! 

May God bless each of you with His love, grace, and peace! 

Wendy Ewald, Director 
 

 

New from Lutheran Hour Ministries: 

Check out LHM Learn!  

Below are a few updates on our FREE online 
outreach resources. Check out our newly available 
courses and webinars! (https://www.lhm.org/learn/) 

These online courses and webinars will cover five faith-strengthening categories and use an array of 
multimedia elements to help you gain a hearing for the Gospel message. 

I AM: The Statements of Jesus 
At the burning bush, Yahweh told Moses, "I AM WHO I AM" (Ex 3:14). Jesus' "I Am" statements during His 
earthly ministry showed His connection to Yahweh. In these five spiritual reflections, we will explore who 
Jesus says He is in connection to God the Father and in His connection to us. 

Stress & Worry in the Life of a Christian 
This course explores stress and worry: the causes, effects and strategies to manage them. It will equip you 
through God’s Word to look to Him as the source of strength.  At the end of this course, you will carry out 
intentional actions to manage your own stress or worry and also reach out with Christian support 
to someone who is dealing with stress or worry.  

Love Came Down 
In Love Came Down, we see how the heavenly Father spared nothing—not even His own Son—to work 
out our salvation. Though we had rebelled in our sins and spurned God and His Commandments, He 
chose us—not for exclusion, but redemption. The Father’s love sought us out in our perilous condition and, 
in His infinite mercy, bridged the divide to our isolation through Jesus—the one Mediator between God and 
Man. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

(Please let Pastor Hahn or the church office know of any additions 

or changes so we can keep Prayer Requests up to date.) 

Cancer –Steve Brennan, Karen Hultquist, Judy Lemke-Kline (niece of Darlene Lemke), Pastor LeRoy 

LaPlante, Lucy Roemhildt, Greg Wills, Don Wolf.   

Recovering from surgery, illness, or other – Nanu Ajack, Betty Briest, Agnes Carlson (mother of Judy 

Thompson), Eileen Gregory, Ivan Hirsch (Ruth Ohmann’s brother-in-law)Ben Kothe, Antonina 

Kopcheve (mother-in-law of Alex Mezeritski), Judy Lebahn, Ioannis Madzaris (friend of Alex 

Mezeritski), Mary Marlow, Tatyana Mezeritski, Louise Neil, Marjwok Ogio, Shirley Schramm, Gerry 

Studer, LaDonne Taylor (Kathy Heggen's aunt), Dale Vogt, Don Wolf. 

Homebound  – Earl Breuer, Waltraud Bundt, Jim & Shirley Eilola, Hubert Heggen (Pastor Heggen's 

father), Lucille Jung, Ed & Elaine Klamm, Iona Kruger, Dorothy Lueck, Marlys Lund, Marian Neujahr, 

Florence O’Brien, Heinz & Lore Rother, Lois & Lee Scott, Don Stockman, Guy Westphal. 

Our Preschool – Pray for all the little ones at our preschool this year that they would know the love of 

Jesus.   

Those in the military and their families - MSGT Cordt Jamison (member of CLC), SGT Cody Klinksiek 

and SH Cole Klinksiek, (nephews of Julie Lefebvre), SR Jennifer Adelmann (granddaughter of Mary Lou 

Adelmann), Ajack Ajack (son of Adangy Gwoy), Apilo Ojulu (son of Ariet Ojulu), and Jake Anderson, Kyle 

Anderson, and David Hernandez (grandsons of Dick and Joyce Swedean). 

The Anyuak ministry at Christ Lutheran Church; the Anyuak people in Ethiopia and Sudan. 

Persecuted Christians in over 53 countries around the world, especially the Christians in Egypt, Syria, 

and other parts of the Middle East. 

Our nation.  

  

 

Ladies!  Don’t forget to pick up the new Winter Quarterly from the LWML table! 

 

 

Did you know that some of our members are helping deliver Meals on 
Wheels?  We received a thank you note from the Northwest Dakota County 
office.  Along with their appreciation, they also are reminding us that they 
could use more volunteers to deliver the meals.  Funds are also needed to 
keep this needed organization going.  They receive no direct funding from 
either federal or state governments.  Contact the church office for more 
information. 
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January Birthdays 

1 Ariat Agwa, Jaime Doffing, Merlin Leiding 

3 Karen Hultquist, Savannah Switzer 

4 Joshua Wild 

5 Hannah Kieser, Dale Peters 

6 Richard Kothe, Lois Scott, Mary True 

9 Alexius Peterson 

11 Alexander Barringer, Didummo Okwayoo 

16 Connie Bauman, Earl Breuer, Tonia Gustafson 

18 Ginger Hasche 

20 Sarah Barringer 

20 Robert Landis 

21 Ardene Langfield 

24 Michael Heggen 

25 Mitchell Lefebvre 

27 Kelly Callahan 

29 Charles Nikota Moseng, Don Roemhildt 

30 Eileen Gregory, Ajulu Nyang 

31 Karra Hartog 

 

 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 
 
27 Richard and Diane Heggemeyer (45 years) 

28 Steven and Gail Marstad (51 years) 

29 Robert and Judy Landis (48 years) 

 

 

 

 

 

A new flower chart has been posted for 2018.   

Be sure to sign up to remember a special day or person. 

(Call the church office if you don’t have a chance to do it 
at church.  651-454-4091) 
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JANUARY 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
1 
 

2 
 
9am-Eagan Pt 

Bible Study 
10am-Eagan Pt 

Worship 
 

3 
1:30 – LIFE Group 
 
6:30pm –  

Confirmation  
7:00pm – Youth 

Group 
7:00pm – Choir 

4 5 6 
 
4pm– Praise 

Jam  
5pm– Worship 

7 
9am Worship - HC 
10:15am– Fellowship  
10:30am – Education 

Hour 
 
2pm– Anyuak Worship 

8 
Preschool 

resumes 
 
6:30pm – LIFE 

group at 
Eagan Pt 

9 
 9am – Eagan Pt 

Bible Study 
7pm–Council 

Meeting 
 

10 
1:30 – LIFE Group 
 
6:30pm –  

Confirmation  
7:00pm – Youth 

Group 
7:00pm – Choir 

11 
 
7:00pm – 

Bell Choir 

12 
 

13 
9am – 

Christmas 
Undecorating 

9am – LIFE 
Group 

4pm– Praise 
Jam  

5pm– Worship 
with HC  

14 
9am Worship  
10:15am– Fellowship  
10:30am – Education 

Hour 
 
2pm– Anyuak Worship 
 

15 
 
 
6:30pm – LIFE 

group at 
Eagan Pt 

16 
9am-Eagan Pt 

Bible Study 
 

17 
1:30 – LIFE Group 
 
6:30pm –  

Confirmation  
7:00pm – Youth 

Group 
7:00pm – Choir 

18 
 
7:00pm – 

Bell Choir 

19 
 

20 
9am – LIFE 

Group 
4pm– Praise 

Jam  
5pm– Worship  

21 
9am Worship – HC 
10:15am– Fellowship 
10:30am – Education 

Hour 
 
2pm–Anyuak Worship 

22 
 
6:30pm – LIFE 

group at 
Eagan Pt 

 

23 
9am – Eagan Pt 

Bible Study 
10am-Eagan Pt 

Worship 
7pm–Trustees  

24 
1:30 – LIFE Group 
 
6:30pm –  

Confirmation  
7:00pm – Youth 

Group 
7:00pm – Choir 

25 
 
7:00pm – 

Bell Choir 

26 27 
9am – LIFE 

Group 
4pm– Praise 

Jam  
5pm– Worship 

with HC 
 

28 
9am Worship 
10:15am– Fellowship  
10:30am – Education 

Hour 
 
 

29 
 

6:30pm – LIFE 
group at 
Eagan Pt 

 
 
 

30 
 
9am-Eagan Pt 

Bible Study 
 

31 
1:30 – LIFE Group 
 
6:30pm –  

Confirmation  
7:00pm – Youth 

Group 
7:00pm – Choir 
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