Christ Lutheran Church
Midweek of Advent III ~ Vespers
16 December Anno T Domini 2020
12:15pm & 6:30 pm
Prelude: “The King Shall Come”, Handbells
Ringing of the Bells
Stand

Opening Versicles

Psalm 85:1-2, 6, 8: antiphon: Philippians 4:4-5
A Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I will say, Rejoice.
Let your reasonableness be known to everyone.
The Lord is at hand.
A Lord, you were favorable to your land;
you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
C You forgave the iniquity of your people;
you covered all their sin.
A Will you not revive us again,
that your people may rejoice in you?
C Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to folly.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
A Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I will say, Rejoice.
Let your reasonableness be known to everyone.
The Lord is at hand.
Sit

Office Hymn: LSB 348 ~ The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns, vs. 1-3

Tune and text: Public domain
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Readings from Holy Scripture
2 Samuel 7:1-17
P A reading from 2 Samuel, the seventh chapter.
1

Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord had given him rest from all
his surrounding enemies, 2the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a
house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3And Nathan said to the king, “Go,
do all that is in your heart, for the Lord is with you.”
4
But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, 5“Go and tell my
servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6I have not
lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but
I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7In all places where I have moved
with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of
cedar?”’ 8Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord of
hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince
over my people Israel. 9And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all
your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the
great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant
them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent
men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over
my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord
declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 12When your days are fulfilled and
you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come
from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13He shall build a house for my name,
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14I will be to him a father, and he
shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men,
with the stripes of the sons of men, 15but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I
took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16And your house and your
kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established
forever.’” 17In accordance with all these words, and in accordance with all this vision,
Nathan spoke to David.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Luke 1:26-38
P A reading from Luke, the first chapter.
26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O
favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried
to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be
3

afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there
will be no end.”
34
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
35
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called
holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37For nothing
will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let
it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Responsory: Advent ~ 230

Anthem: “Someone Special”, Sunday School Children (Pre-K ~ 6th Grade)
Sermon: “Jesus: King of the Low”
Stand
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Hymn: LSB 933 ~ My Soul Rejoices

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001392
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Prayer
Kyrie

Lord’s Prayer
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Collect of the Day
P Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of
our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Collect for Peace
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to
us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to
obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our
enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benedicamus

Benediction
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Closing Hymn: LSB 348 ~ The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns, vs. 4-5

Tune and text: Public domain
Acknowledgments: Vespers from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV ® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder ©
2020 Concordia Publishing House. LSB Hymn License no. 110001392
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