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Nothing is normal! Almost everything is closed! Millions are unemployed. Stay at home! Keep your
distance! Wear your mask! Don’t leave your home except for the essentials! This isn’t normal! More law
than we’ve ever been used to hearing from our Government! What was normal before is now nonexistent. When will normal return?
Sadly, we haven’t been able to gather in God’s house for what seems like an eternity. We haven’t been
able to see each other’s faces except for the few we’ve greeted in the parking lot, or those who’ve signed
up for our Communion services of nine or less. We can’t shake hands or embrace one another with a hug
after the Divine Service. We can’t hear the kids making noise, babies crying during the sermon, or see the
smiles on the faces of many rejoicing in the Resurrection of our Lord! Pastors like shepherds want to tend
to their flock like normal. This makes us sad that things are so abnormal! We preach to empty pews and
look into a one-eyed camera. We preach from a parking lot to faces hidden behind windshields in cars.
The Pastors can’t visit shut-ins regularly, but instead, make calls to see if everyone is doing ok? We don’t
gather in the parish hall after the service for our Sunday coffee and donuts before Bible study and Sunday
School on Sunday morning. Instead, you gather around the computer or TV at home. Your Pastors view
you from a small square on a computer screen for the GoToMeeting or Zoom Bible study. That’s really
abnormal! Can’t we just get back to normal?
School is canceled for the rest of the year. Spring activities, sports, recitals, and plays are canceled. There
is a lot of disappointment for seniors in High School and college. Graduations will be really abnormal this
year. So will vicarage assignments and call services at the seminaries. So much is canceled and can’t be
made up. We spend the majority of our time at home and away from others. This isn’t normal for social
beings like us who thrive on fellowship and community. Many of us ask, “When will life return to normal
in Normal?” We long to be together, long for the gathering of ourselves together. We long for the Divine
Service, Confession, and Absolution, our Pastors preaching to us face to face as we sit in the pews,
kneeling all together at the Communion rail for the blessed Sacrament of the Altar, and singing the hymns
with a little more gusto than we once did. We long to gather together, pray together, sing together, praise
together and receive the Lord’s gifts through all the Means of Grace. We are the body of Christ; we are a
congregation that needs to congregate together without having to follow social distancing. This is
essential for who God has made us be, living out our life together, not at a distance.
With things being quite abnormal, we’ve even had to reconsider how Confirmation is done this year. We
want to ensure that our catechumens can be confirmed together at church and receive their first
Communion together. The plan right now is to have the final questioning on May 3 rd at 9:30 am via
GoToMeeting, and the Rite of Confirmation and First Communion on May 31 st, Pentecost Sunday.
I don’t know how much longer I can wait? Normal is good! But it appears that things will still be abnormal
at least to some degree for months or more to come. Lord have mercy! We know that you are always near
us no matter what!
When it comes to normal, what’s normal for the instruction of the faith? Is it to be done by the Pastor/s at
the church? Is it intended to be done at home? In the preface of Luther’s Large Catechism, we read that
the head of the family (primarily the Father) is to examine his children in the basic teachings (doctrines)
of the Christian faith. Luther stresses the importance of instruction that doesn’t begin at one point and
end at a particular age (such as 8th grade), but that this instruction (catechesis) is ongoing in the home.
The norm until more recent years in the Lutheran church was that the church through its Pastors was to
examine and confirm the learning (catechism instruction) that had already taken place at home. That

doesn’t seem normal today, does it? Unfortunately, what’s become the normal way of doing confirmation
today is anything but normal. In most congregations today, the roles have been reversed. Very little
instruction takes place at home. This is sad! Things must return to normal! It’s not all up to the Pastors!
It’s on parents to take up their God-given responsibility! Granted, many parents, including fathers, feel
very ill-equipped to even be able to teach their children. It’s time we dust off the catechism and get back
to normal! Rather than having a two or three year process leading to confirmation in 8 th grade, let’s get
back to father’s (or mothers when the father is absent or not a believer) are called to be the spiritual
heads in teaching the faith to their families. During this pandemic stay at home order; we’ve seen a
resurgence of e-learning through Daily Offices, family devotions, memorizing Scripture, etc. Have you
been utilizing the resources put out by your congregation and by the LCMS? Or, are all of the resources
overwhelming you? I encourage all parents no matter what age you are to continue to open up the
catechism as the handbook of Holy Scripture that it is and continue to examine your children in the
faith. Use this negative time as a positive for you and your family to get back to normal. Set an example in
reading the Bible daily, praying together daily, and having family devotions and catechism
instruction. Our Sunday School teaching every Sunday has also been centered in teaching and
memorizing the Small Catechism on the chief parts of Holy Baptism.
Whether your child is in confirmation right now or not, let’s all get back to normal in the instruction of
the faith in the home. Send us a picture of you reading the catechism together in your home!
For additional resources, I encourage all of you to go to our website at the link listed below to access the
question and answer book with 127 questions and answers that our children are quizzed on each
year. Utilize the memorization guide with your children starting at a very young age. Let’s get back to
some normalcy in our homes with how Luther intended and most importantly what God intends.
https://christlutheranchurchnormal.360unite.com/confirmation-catechesis
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I command you today
shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them
when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you
rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.
You shall write them on your doorposts of your house and on your gates.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)
For additional reading on this topic, see Teaching The Faith At Home: What Does This Mean? How Is This
Done? By David L. Rueter (cph.org)
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed! Alleluia!
A happy and blessed Easter to you and your families!
Your shepherd in Christ,
Pastor Huehn

LCMS Stewardship Newsletter Article
May 2020
Our Savior calls us to follow Him in generosity. “For I have given you an example, that you also should do
just as I have done to you.” (John 13:15) We cannot give our lives for the salvation of the world, of course.
Praise God – that job’s already done!
But with hearts full of thanksgiving for what Jesus has given us, we can follow Jesus’ example of generous
giving. And this is not merely an example alone. It’s also our Lord’s command. “The one who contributes,
(let him give) in generosity.” (Rom. 12:8)
So, when we give to help others who are in need, and when we bring offerings to the Lord, we should
strive to heed His command and follow the pattern He has established for us. Jesus did not give us
leftovers. He gave His best. So, we should not give leftovers, either, but the first and best of what He has
given us. Jesus did not give as an afterthought, but according to the plan of salvation God established from
the foundation of the world.
So, when it comes to our offerings to the Lord, we should make a thoughtful plan to give generously, in
proportion to the way He has blessed us. Like the Macedonian Christians, who gave according to their
ability – and even beyond their ability (2 Cor. 8:3) – we can and should give a generous portion of the
income that God provides us to honor the Lord.
So also, we should give freely, just as Jesus gave freely for us. There is no compulsion involved in our
works of love and our offerings to the Lord. Nor do we give grudgingly. We should give freely and
cheerfully because we want to out of thanksgiving. “Each as he purposes in his heart,” as the Lord says.
(2 Cor. 9:7) There is no New Testament ceremonial law involved here. Rather, we are free to give as
generously as our Savior has given for us.
In the same way, our Lord teaches us to give generously out of love – love for Him and for our neighbor.
Genuine love is always love in deed (1 John 3:18), love such as Jesus showed us all. It is love that sees our
neighbor in need and gives generously to help him. It is love that hears the Word of the Lord and does
what it says. If we truly love, we give generously. If we give without love, our giving is not truly following
Jesus.
Finally, we follow Jesus in generosity when we give for a good purpose to thank the Lord and support His
gospel ministry and other works of mercy. The people of Israel gave generously for the service of God’s
gospel purposes, to construct and support the operation of the tabernacle. For that was the place where
the Lord received the Old Testament sacrifices, through which He bestowed the forgiveness of sins on His
people. So, they gave abundantly – so abundantly that they had to be told to stop giving. (Ex. 36:5-6)
In the same way, we should bring generous offerings to support the Lord’s work of bestowing His gifts of
forgiveness, life, and salvation in our congregations through the preaching and teaching of His Word,
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper. We should support the Lord’s work of caring for those who are poor and
needy.
Our Savior calls us to follow His example in generous giving. Let us then, with thankful hearts, rededicate
ourselves to following Him in generosity.
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MAY 2020 PULPIT PROGRAM
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (8:00am Livestreamed/Drive-In)
LITURGY:
Matins
READINGS: Isaiah 40:25-31; 1 Peter 2:11-20; John 16:16-22

MAY 10

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (MOTHER’S DAY) (8:00am Livestreamed/Drive-In)
LITURGY:
Matins
READINGS: Isaiah 12; James 1:16-21; John 16:5-15

MAY 17

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (8:00am Livestreamed/Drive-In)
LITURGY:
Matins
READINGS: Numbers 21:4-9; James 1:22-27; John 16:23-33

MAY 21
THURSDAY

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD/H.C. (Chanted, 6:30pm Livestreamed)
LITURGY:
Evening Prayer
READINGS: 2 Kings 2:5-15; Acts 1:1-11; Luke 24:44-53

MAY 24

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (8:00am Livestreamed)
LITURGY:
Matins
READINGS: Ezekiel 36:22-28; 1 Peter 4:7-11; John 15:26-16:4

MAY 31

THE DAY OF PENTECOST/H.C. (All Chanted)
LITURGY:
D.S. 3
READINGS: Genesis 11:1-9; Acts 2:1-21; John 14:23-31

CHANTED SERVICES AT CHRIST LUTHERAN…Why do we have chanted services at Christ Lutheran
Church on the first weekend of every month and on every Feast day (Christmas, Easter, Pentecost, Holy
Trinity, Reformation, etc.), and at most midweek Advent and Lenten services?
“Chant is the musical speech of the Church in worship. It is historically also one of the characteristic
fundamentals of our worship as it was established by our founder, Dr. Martin Luther.
In our 21st century context, chanting still has benefit and blessing as it lifts our worship above ordinary
conversation and the speech of everyday life and makes of it a special offering of worship to our God.”
(Manual on the Pastor’s Chant by M. Alfred Bichsel, Concordia Publishing House)

FINANCIAL STATEMENT… as of March 31, 2020
MARCH:
INCOME
EXPENSES
YEAR TO DATE: INCOME
$48,847.46
$50,686.59
$168,536.23
LOAN BALANCE: $242,132.29
OFFERINGS… Please mail your offerings to the church office:
Christ Lutheran Church
311 Hershey Rd
Normal, IL 61761

EXPENSES
$167,301.47

NEWS & NOTES_____________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL REMINDER...
Please, continue to check your e-mail frequently in the coming days and weeks. The church office
and the pastors will be sending out information regarding service times and live streams on
YouTube, bulletins, announcements, and any other pertinent information during this time of
separation due to coronavirus. Also check out the church website, www.christlutherannormal.org
for information and downloads of bulletins and other information.
If you are in need of pastoral care, please contact one of the pastors via e-mail, text, or call.
MEN’S NIGHT OUT… is planning on meeting Monday, May 4th, at 6:30 pm. Look for an email
before that date with details. Any questions, contact Chris Turner at chrtur@msn.com or 309-2617026.
Women's Bible Study and Night Out opportunities in May
All women of the congregation are invited to join in fellowship opportunities in May! As it gets
closer to the below dates for our Women's Bible Study and Night Out, an email will be sent out
through the church office to let everyone know whether we will meet in person or virtually.
In the meantime, mark your calendars for the following dates!
May 7th - Women's Bible Study @ 7pm
May 28th - Women's Night Out @ 7pm
The Bible Study is entitled Unveiled Faces and materials will be provided so no need to purchase
anything to participate!
If you have any questions, please contact Karen Duran at karen.duran.7@gmail.com or
309-256-5519.
VOTERS MEETING… will be Tuesday, May 19th, at 7:00pm in the Parish Hall.
ASCENSION SERVICE… will be Thursday, May 21st at 6:30pm ~Livestreamed
NEED HELP WITH MEALS… If you need some help with meals after surgery or when dealing with
health struggles, as a member of Christ Lutheran Church, there is a group of people willing to help
you out. We also supply baby meals. Please contact Andrea at the church office, 309-452-5609,
ext. 2 or clcms@christlutherannormal.org to see how this group can help you.
MEMORIALS have been received this past month in memory of
Dorothy Singley, Esther Matzke, Vernon Pohlmann & Everett Laesch
MM Roger Weber
Vi Kothe
MM Don Holzhauer MM Roger Augspurger
MM Kevin Kothe
MM Doug Grovesteen MM Jim Brokaw
Marguerite Newberry
Rosemary Laesch
MM Owen Boettcher Phyllis Reeves
MM Nyle Wiechmann
MM Bill Schuth
MM Gary Baumhardt Vernon Pohlmann
James Pohlmann
MM Neal Clausen
Vanette Schwartz
Bob Laskowski
MM Russell McKinney
MM Phil Bocock
MM Dan Bartley
Jean Wager
MM Ron Krueger
MM Kent Bohnhoff
MM Stuart Nerby
Sandra Braasch
MM Bill Rustemeyer
MM Dan Wellenreiter
MM Tim Kraft
MM Henry Falb
MM Gerry McKean
MM Chuck Cagley
MM Doug Lakamp
MM Tim Kraft
Pearl Bugge
MM Gene Schlomer
MM Loren Ehling
MM John Cherry
MM Garry Smith
MM Norm Hester
Allene Laesch
Elna Siron
MM Bob Schlink

The Youth of the Church
May 2020
Hello! Youth Groups, Sunday School and Events continue to be cancelled until further notice.
Encourage your youth to start a daily devotion or Bible study during their time at home. This can be
done as a family or individually. When activities can be resumed, we will send out emails and
Facebook announcements.
Junior High Youth:
Questioning Sunday for the 8th graders is on Sunday, May 3rd. We will be conducting the review
virtually at 9:30 am. Below is the information for the meeting.
Please join my meeting from your computer, tab, let or smartphone.
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/941276669
You can also dial in using your phone.
United States: +1 (646) 749-3131
Access Code: 941-276-669
New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts:
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/941276669

Confirmation is being planned for Sunday, May 31st. More details to come!
7th & 8th Grade Youth:
You are invited to join us for our youth group zoom Bible Study and games on May 3rd and May 17th!
I will send the link each weekend prior to the meeting!
HS YAIC:
We will plan to continue youth group with zoom on May 3rd, 10th, and 17th.
Seniors – we are planning to Recognize our Seniors as usual! All seniors, please email or text me a
picture of yourself and return the information requested in the email sent this past week!
Sunday School:
Here is the link to the CPH Sunday School materials we use each week Children's Sunday School
Lessons . Please only complete one lesson each Sunday. Once we are back in class, we will continue
with the rest of the lessons. The lesson for May 3rd is Lesson 3 – A Shepherd Loves.
CPH has also posted online access to the April/May edition of Happy Times that our 3's - 2nd
graders receive and the daily My Devotions for March - May that our 3rd-6th graders
receive. These are both great resources for our children.
"God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble." Psalm 46:1

God Squad Lynette Cavinder
dolfinetter@yahoo.com
309-242-0835

Jr. High YAIC Annie Downey
ldowney184@gmail.com
309-830-9496

HS YAIC Krysta Christensen
krystajc66@gmail.com
309-825-9313
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Sunday

Monday

Christ Lutheran Church, Normal, IL
Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3
8am Worship ~
Livestreamed
9:30am 8th Grade
Confirmation Review ~
Virtual
1pm YAIC ~ Zoom
10 MOTHER’S DAY
8am Worship ~
Livestreamed
1pm YAIC ~ Zoom

4
6:30pm Men’s
Night Out
6:30pm Mission/
Evangelism

5
6pm Trustees

6

7
7pm Women’s Bible
Study ~ Zoom

8

9

11

12
6pm Exec Board
7pm Council

13
10am Lydia Circle

14
10am Miriam Circle
5pm Planning
Committee
7pm Mary Martha
Circle

15
4pm PH: B/N
Modern Quilt
Guild

16
All Day PH: B/N
Modern Quilt Guild

17
8am Worship ~
Livestreamed
1pm YAIC ~ Zoom

18
6:30pm Children
& Youth Board

19
7pm VOTERS
MEETING

20
NEWSLETTER ITEMS
DUE
5:30 pm Adult Ministry
Board

21
6:30pm Ascension
Service ~
Livestreamed

22
3:30pm PH:
Trimpes

23
MEMORIAL DAY
WEEKEND

24
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND
8am Worship ~
Livestreamed

25
MEMORIAL DAY

26
6:30 Elders

27
5:15pm Youth Choir
5:45pm Handbells
6:30pm Adult Choir

28
7pm Women’s Night
Out ~ Zoom

29

30
9:30am Ladies Guild
Board

Church Office
Closed

31 Confirmation Sunday
8am Worship ~
Livestreamed

MANY OF THE ABOVE DATES AND TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGED DUE TO COVID-19.
PLEASE, CHECK YOUR EMAIL OFTEN!

THOSE WHO SERVE IN MAY 2020
ELDERS:
8:00 a.m.
Suspended for May

10:45 a.m.

ALTAR CARE: Tiffani Hambleton
Jennifer Gerrietts
Kara Huehn
FILL CANDLE OIL: Phil Bocock

SAT. ELDERS:
Suspended for May
USHERS:

SAT. USHERS:
Suspended for May

SAT / SUN ORGANISTS:
Patty Downey

Suspended for May

MONEY COUNTERS:
May 3
Mary Rustemeyer
Vanette Schwartz
May 10
Gary Baumhardt
Don Holzhauer
May 17
Gary Gruber
Ron Krueger
May 24
Lisa Scheltens
Jeanie Wager
May 31
Mary Rustemeyer
Vanette Schwartz

ACOLYTES: Suspended for May

NURSERY:
Closed for May

KITCHEN DUTY:
Suspended for May

GREETERS:
Suspended for May

FLOWERS:

May 31

Brandon & Katrina Fifer, 17th Anniversary

MONTHLY KITCHEN CLEAN-UP: Board of Trustees

18 – Sabrina Nord

21 – Loren & Karen
Schoepke

19 – Marguerite
Newberry

23 – Bruce & Joan Aho

20 – Anna Trimpe

25 – Brad & Linda Baer

21 – Roger Augspurger
Linda Conder

27 – Bryan & Lynette
Cavinder

2 – Susan Krueger
Kendy Schroeder

22 – Cameron Boettcher
Sullivan Nord

28 – Eric & Sally Sadlo

3 – Megan Knoll
Zach Marvel

23 – Olivia Gerrietts
Joyce Schulz

4 – Daniel Knoll

26 – Clay Merkle

5 – Brenden
Christensen
Isabella Quistgaard

27 – Tamara Belsaas
Vi Kothe
Miles Majerczyk

6 – Laura Cherry
Candice Stahl

28 – Teagan Cherry

MAY BIRTHDAYS

7 – Mark Blankenship
8 – Michael Bostic
Andrew Huehn
10 – Cadence
Hambleton
Steve Runyan

29 – Bruce D. Aho
Nicholas Bathurst
Ashley
Cunningham
30 – Bruce Alexander
Joseph Blankenship
31 – Marvin Gerdes
Mari Turrentine

19 – Molly Russell

BAPTISMAL
BIRTHDAYS

20 – Andrew Huehn

1 – Kent Bohnhoff
Brandon Lacey
Frank Quistgaard
Brice Weigelmann

23 – Olivia Bohnhoff
Avery Timmons

2 – Grace Allyn
Rylee Mehn
3 – Pearl Bugge
Michael Couillard
4 – Samuel Fata
5 – Aaron Hambleton
Braden Mehn
7 – Michael
Wehrenberg

12 – Jane Link
Patricia Radue

2 – Tim & Wendy
Marvel

10 – Sophia Lacey

14 – Shirley Binder
Kingsley Langley
Michael Schroeder
DeAnn Weber

4 – Robert & Kim
Oakley

11 – Ella Badorek
Sara Piller
Ezekiel Schwier
Elna Siron

17 – Nyle Wiechmann

9 – Will Fredstrom

ANNIVERSARIES

15 – Bob & Joyce
Schulz
Jim & Kelly
Wellenreiter
17 – Gary & Christine
Gruber
19 – Tim & Tonya
Fredstrom

25 – Wendy Bocock
Katelyn Sunderland
Kristin Sunderland
26 – Hillary Huckstadt
Kendy Schroeder
Garry Smith
27 – Kate Barr
Stephanie
Turrentine
Kennedi
Wellenreiter
28 - Addison Harmon

8 – Camry Capsel
Linda Gabbrants

* * * * * * *

16 – Linda Bode
Krysta Christensen
Mary Rustemeyer

16 – Robert Laskowski
Analee VillalobosImig
18 – Gil Downey

11 –Shane Cunningham
Will Fredstrom
Erik Quistgaard

15 – Mike Badorek
Rev. Matzke

15 –Luella Ehling
Denise Jones
Sue Krueger
Garrett Merkle

12 – Owen Boettcher
Grace Melville
13 – James Brokaw
14 –Jessica Lawson
Jim Wellenreiter

31 – Boston Katz
Wilma Manahan
* * * * * * *

Birthday
And
Anniversary
Blessings
To Those
Celebrating
In May!

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH & SHINING LIGHTS PRESCHOOL
311 Hershey Rd
Normal IL 61761-2295
PH: 309/452-5609
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A Church of the Missouri Synod
STAFF
Senior Pastor
Pastor Jonathan Huehn
Associate Pastor
Pastor Timothy Fitzner
Music Director
Patty Downey

Christ Lutheran Church exists to nurture disciples of Jesus Christ.
To this end, and with the help of God, we will do this through
preaching, teaching, and reaching.

Preaching the Word and administering the Sacraments.

Teaching all things Jesus has commanded in His Word through instructional opportunities.
Reaching out and serving others.

WORSHIP AND BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES
Saturdays – Worship - 5:30 p.m.
Sundays – Worship - 8:00 and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School and Bible Classes – 9:25 a.m.
Mondays – Sharing Joys, 10:00 a.m.

