
 

Remembering Baptism 

Wednesday Prayer for January 4, 2017 

The Baptism of Our Lord 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 
him. John would have prevented him, saying, "I need to be baptized by 
you, and do you come to me?" But Jesus answered him, "Let it be so 
now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness." Then 
he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a 
voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am 
well pleased." Matthew 3:13-17 

The baptism of Jesus is an opportunity for all of us to remember our own baptism. 
If you were baptized as an infant or young child, you probably aren’t able to 
remember the event itself. Perhaps somewhere in your files you have the baptism 
certificate provided by the congregation into which you were baptized. Who were 
your baptismal sponsors? Perhaps you could contact them to see what they 
remember of the day. 

We remember the promises of God to us in our baptism. We are marked with the 
cross of Christ and claimed as God’s child forever. We are given new life and new 
birth through the Holy Spirit.  

We are also welcomed into a community of believers, for ongoing nurture in faith 
and service.  

Most likely, we are best able to remember the baptisms in which we participate as 
a member of the baptizing congregation. So today we also remember a promise 
congregation members make during a baptism: to pray for the person being 
baptized. (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, pg. 228) 

This is one of the reasons we include intentional prayer for children in the Cherish 
All Children ministry.  

One congregation, Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, says a special 
prayer each Sunday for children and young people celebrating the anniversary of 
their baptism that week.  



How might your congregation be more intentional about praying for children? If you 
would like more ideas for how to do this, order a free pdf of our Congregation 
Manual. For sample prayers to say for children in your life, go to 
http://www.cherishallchildren.org/prayers-for-cherishing-children 

Gracious and holy God, thank you for your love which comes to us in our 
baptism. Help us to walk in your newness of life each and every day. Inspire us 
to pray for the well-being of children and young people among us. Lead us to 
service on behalf of your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   

* * * * * * * 

Today’s Wednesday Prayer was written by Deacon Amy Hartman, National Director 
of Cherish All Children.  

Prayers also requested for: 

 All of God’s children, that their lives and futures are what we are seeking to 
protect and cherish. May we stay focused on what is best for God’s 
children. 

 Exploited children – that they would be rescued and healed; vulnerable 
children - that they would have safe people and places; perpetrators – that 
they would stop their abusive and exploitive behaviors; bystanders – that 
they would intervene on behalf of children whenever possible.  

 Protection of Cherish All Children leaders, congregations, synods, and the 
overall organization, that God would thwart any efforts to undermine this 
ministry. 

Cherish All Children 

Cherish All Children is an ELCA ministry that equips  
congregations to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

Follow us on Facebook 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend 
to, discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 

You are invited to give financially to support this ministry. Donations 
are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

 
Cherish All Children 

PO Box 583772 
Minneapolis, MN 55458 

612.280.1259 
www.cherishallchildren.org 
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