
 

The Holy Innocents 

Wednesday Prayer for December 28, 2016 

First Sunday after Christmas 

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to 
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for 
the child, to destroy him." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his 
mother by night, and went to Egypt. Matthew 2:13-14 

Today is my birthday, and I feel fortunate to say that for 59 years, I have always 
lived in safety. My life has had its challenges, its ups and downs, but I’ve never had 
to flee from a tyrannical leader or have had my life directly threatened.   

It would be easy to stay in my contented coziness, just as it would be easy to read 
the cozy, warm Christmas story and leave our Christian faith at the manger with 
the angels singing around us.  

But this joyful, comforting scene is abruptly interrupted by a ruthless, earthly king 
who is threatened by a tiny baby who might sap power from his reign. Joseph, a 
man of faith, listens to the warning brought by the angel of the Lord, and he 
chooses another path and takes his family out of harm’s way. 

Now 2000 years later, the world is still haunted by many Herods – national leaders 
and rebel armies who are causing rising numbers of refugees around the world, and 
people in our own communities and on the internet who exploit children and teens 
to gain monetary wealth and a sense of power.   

As individual disciples and faith communities, we are called to be like Joseph, to 
spend time in prayer and listen to God’s direction in our lives. 

We are called to pray for others and to raise their awareness of the dangers around 
them, so that they can choose other paths and avoid the dangers of those who are 
out to hurt them.  

Gracious and loving God, we pray for your protection of all innocent people 
who lives are threatened by the Herods of our day. Equip and strengthen each 
of us to raise our voices to warn of danger, to comfort those who have suffered 
at the hands of others, and to reflect the light of Christ and shine the hope only 
you can bring to a dark and weary world. Amen. 



* * * * * * * 

Today’s Wednesday Prayer was written by Kay Kinkel, Licensed Graduate Social 
Worker and former Associate in Ministry of the ELCA. Thank you Kay! 

Prayers also requested for: 

 All of God’s children, that their lives and futures are what we are seeking to 
protect and cherish. May we stay focused on what is best for God’s 
children. 

 Exploited children – that they would be rescued and healed; vulnerable 
children - that they would have safe people and places; perpetrators – that 
they would stop their abusive and exploitive behaviors; bystanders – that 
they would intervene on behalf of children whenever possible.  

 Protection of Cherish All Children leaders, congregations, synods, and the 
overall organization, that God would thwart any efforts to undermine this 
ministry. 

Cherish All Children 

Cherish All Children is an ELCA ministry that equips  
congregations to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

Follow us on Facebook 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend 
to, discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 

You are invited to give financially to support this ministry. Donations 
are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

 
Cherish All Children 

PO Box 583772 
Minneapolis, MN 55458 

612.280.1259 
www.cherishallchildren.org 

 

https://www.facebook.com/cherishallchildren
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRuRRvPzz8C-ujQElrdws5buhjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboucNgUCHF46SGlifDy0sN4Ek=&ver=3
http://www.cherishallchildren.org/

