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What has your congregation been doing? 

We would love to know! 

Please take a few minutes to complete the 2016 Congregational Involvement Survey. 
Click here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MX2PK7Z The survey will be open 
through November 30. 

We utilize the survey results to: 

 Find new ideas to share with other congregations; 

 Gain a better understanding of which activities are most common and which 
ones need more encouragement or leadership training to happen; and 

 Show the impact of this ministry to the Board of Directors, ELCA leadership, 
and funders. 

Congregations which submit a survey will be entered into a drawing (with two 
winners!) to receive a set of the videos Miss Representation and The Mask You Live In. 

Thank you! 

Think ahead! 
National Human Trafficking Awareness Day 

January 11, 2017 

Written by Ginny Rudloff, Minneapolis Prevention Coordinator 

If you haven’t already done so, now is a good time to begin planning activities for 
National Human Trafficking Day. Congregations can offer educational opportunities, 
plan for action, or support agencies serving survivors. Here are a few suggestions: 

 Plan an educational event for your congregation or your community. Invite 
local police and prosecutors, anti-trafficking organizations, survivors and 
advocates, and prevention organizations to talk about the work they are doing, 
opportunities for assistance, and plans for future action. 

 Hold a film night. There are many good films about sex trafficking. Show one 
of the following films at your church and host a discussion about what your 
congregation can to prevent child sexual exploitation. Some suggested films, 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MX2PK7Z


Chosen, Eden, Half the Sky, In Plain Sight. To learn about ways in which boys 
are led to feel entitled to exploit girls and women, watch the film The Mask 
You Live In and discuss how your congregation can contribute to a community 
that seeks to raise healthy boys. 

 Learn what your state is doing to stop sex trafficking. Write a few sample 
letter or a petition and host a letter writing campaign to local, state and 
elected officials. If there is current legislation, ask them to support it. If not, 
explain why this issue should become a priority. Invite other organizations to 
join you. 

 Plan a day at the Capitol to visit legislators. Build or join a coalition of 
organizations concerned about sex trafficking. Put together a “how to” guide 
for participants and provide materials to be shared with legislators. 

 Hold a candlelight vigil for victims of sex trafficking. Invite advocates, 
elected officials, prevention organizations, and survivors to speak. 

 Plan a fundraising activity for prevention for later in the year. 

 Collect donations for local survivor groups. 

 

Resources for Human Trafficking Awareness Day, January 11, 2017 

 UnicefUSA - https://www.unicefusa.org/mission/protect/trafficking 

 Human Trafficking Hotline: Faith Based Partnerships - 
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/sites/default/files/Faith-
Based%20Partnerships%20to%20Combat%20Human%20Trafficking.pdf 

 Polaris Project: Statistics on Sex Trafficking - https://polarisproject.org/sex-
trafficking 

 The National Human Trafficking Hotline: statistics and resources - 
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/states 

 U.S. Department of Education: good source for signs of trafficking and what 
to do about it for people who work with children - 
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oese/oshs/factsheet.html 

 Cherish All Children – Resources for Congregations to pray, educate, 
connect, and act to prevent child sexual exploitation. Join our newsletter 
and make a donation to support our prevention ministry - 
http://www.cherishallchildren.org/home 

Prevention Champion: Heidi Lohrmann 

Written by Pastor Nathan Tuff of Olivet Lutheran Church in Sylvania, OH.  
Pastor Nate is a member of the Cherish All Children Board of Directors. 

Heidi Lohrmann has been a long time supporter of and advocate for Cherish All 
Children. She finds the congregational base of this ministry—the ministry of awareness 
building and leading people to grapple with the issues of the buying and selling of 
children—is particularly powerful.   

Heidi has daughters and granddaughters and has a need to work to eradicate human 
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trafficking for their sake.  

Heidi hopes that Cherish All Children might establish an informal speaker’s bureau 
including survivors, witnesses, and people with expertise in combating trafficking who 
would be willing to share their experiences. She finds relief in being able to uplift 
specific children in prayer in worship.   

Thank You, Heidi, for your ministry through Cherish All Children. 

Minneapolis Churches Meet to Address Sex Trafficking 

Written by Ginny Rudloff, Minneapolis Prevention Coordinator 

Members and staff from five Minneapolis ELCA churches came together to express 
concern about sex trafficking in the Midtown Phillips neighborhood and to make a plan 
for addressing it. Mt. Olive Lutheran Church hosted members from Bethel, Our 
Saviour’s, St. Paul’s, and Holy Trinity Lutheran Churches to talk about increased 
concern among businesses, police, neighbors, and other organizations in the 
neighborhood.  

The group has just begun the planning process, but as members of the faith 
community, they believe they can be a unifying voice for safety, ending the demand, 
and justice.  

The first order of business is education. A subcommittee was formed to plan activities 
for Human Trafficking Awareness Month. The group is contacting agencies that serve 
victims of sex trafficking, local police tasked with serving the neighborhood, and 
others to host a community discussion of the problem and how the faith community 
can support efforts to help organizations serving victims and stop sex trafficking. 

Congregations were urged to show the documentary, The Mask You Live In, in their 
own congregations and solicit ideas about what the faith community can contribute to 
End the Demand efforts. 

Community Forum on Toxic Masculinity 

Written by Ginny Rudloff, Minneapolis Prevention Coordinator 

Last spring thirteen congregations in the Twin Cities hosted screenings of The Mask 
You Live In, a documentary about the messages we give boys that lead to distorted 
views of manhood, sexuality, and violence against women.  

Two congregations (University Lutheran Church of Hope and Grace University 
Lutheran Church) plus Lutheran Campus Ministry decided to follow up with a 
community forum on toxic masculinity. 

Members of their own communities will form a panel discussion to explore how this 
view of masculinity has played out in their own communities, how it has affected 
their own paths to manhood, and what we can do as a community to find a healthier 
approach to raising boys. 



University Lutheran Church of Hope will host the forum on February 21.  

Prevention Champion: Sherry Krieger 

Written by Pastor Nathan Tuff of Olivet Lutheran Church in Sylvania, OH.  

For many years Sherry Krieger worked in the area of nonprofit services for children 
and families in northwestern Ohio. These services intersected with the challenges of 
child trafficking and the sex industry as these agencies cared for the victims.   

In 2008 she attended the first National Gathering of Cherish All Children and 
discovered that the church was also engaged in these issues.   

The Church is called to minister with and advocate for freeing the oppressed, the 
refugee, and the exploited. Sherry is thankful that Cherish All Children, nested within 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, is doing exactly that. 

She yearns to hear of successes, signs that the efforts are having an effect on the 
wellbeing of God’s children, and is committed to staying the course of justice and 
love.   

Thank you, Sherry for your ministry through Cherish All Children. 

Men As Peacemakers: Don’t Buy It Project 

Written by Ginny Rudloff, Minneapolis Prevention Coordinator 

Men As Peacemakers, an organization in Duluth, Minnesota 
(www.menaspeacemakers.org), is devoted to ending violence against women and 
children, is developing a curriculum to help male allies engage in efforts to end the 
demand for sex trafficking.  

The curriculum will include: 

 An online training module to educate men and reduce the demand for sexual 
exploitation; 

 A program manual and facilitator guide for Don’t Buy It Project men’s groups; 

 An outreach campaign consisting of a PSA and other awareness materials and 
tools aimed at engaging, educating, and mobilizing boys and men. 

A study of sex trafficking in Minneapolis concluded that men are the core of the issue 
and must be the drivers of the solution.  

This curriculum is designed to mobilize men and boys to reduce the demand for sexual 
exploitation. Funded by the Minnesota Women’s Foundation and the Mardag 
Foundation, the curriculum will be available in early 2017 and is fully replicable.  

 

 

http://www.menaspeacemakers.org/


Women of the ELCA 
Tenth Triennial Gathering in 2017 

Amy Hartman, National Director of Cherish All Children, is one of the workshop 
leaders at the Tenth Triennial Gathering of the Women of the ELCA.  

Amy will be doing four workshops on the topic of engaging congregations in preventing 
child trafficking. Here is the workshop description: 

You. God's children. End trafficking. 

Child sex trafficking is a horrible injustice, and Women of the ELCA has made a 
strong commitment to ending it. Come learn ideas and best practices, gleaned 
from congregations using Cherish All Children's mission model: Pray, Educate, 
Connect, and Act. You will leave with resources to help you get started or 
deepen what you are already doing to end human trafficking.  

The Gathering will be held July 13-16, 2017 at the Minneapolis Convention Center, 
which is just across the street from Central Lutheran Church, where the Cherish All 
Children office is located.  

Cherish All Children will also be receiving a portion of the offering received at the 
closing worship on Sunday morning.  

Many thanks to the Women of the ELCA for their commitment to the well-being of 
girls, ending the injustice of child trafficking, and supporting the work of Cherish All 
Children financially.  

For more information about the Triennial, go to: http://www.welcatg.org/ 

End the Demand: Men’s Leadership Team 

Written by Pastor Gary Hedding of Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Cedar Falls, IA. 

A few months ago, I attended a workshop on Human Trafficking in Iowa. The 
presenter was Mike Ferjak, the lead law enforcement officer for human trafficking for 
the state.  

The presentation was excellent and it surprised many of us to know that Iowa is a 
main route for the transfer of young men and women who have been lured into the 
sex trade. I-35 and I-80 are major north/south and east/west routes for displacing 
these young people and forcing them to be more dependent on their pimps and 
traffickers. 

Removing young people from their home territory reduces their resources and 
connections which might otherwise be available to escape their sexual exploitation.  

The other core idea he presented about the business of human trafficking is that “it is 
all about the money”. Those involved in the sexual exploitation of children and young 
people are only in the trade because it is an easy way to make lots of money. They 
don’t hate women. They don’t feel a need to dominate or abuse others. Some have 
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been abused themselves as children, but most have not. They just have discovered 
that it is an easy way to make lots of tax free money.  

Mr. Ferjak said that most of the sexually exploited children are not kept high on 
drugs, because drugs are expensive and that cuts down on the profits. Most of these 
children are drug dependent, but the drugs are infrequently offered as a reward for 
extra special “service”. It is all about the money. 

The money that makes human trafficking profitable comes from the demand for young 
boys and girls to be used by people for sexual behavior. By far the greatest demand 
comes from men.  

This is why Cherish All Children has begun our “End the Demand” campaign. We 
recently created a Men’s Leadership Team, which will help lead a movement of men 
to change the male culture so that buying sex for money becomes unacceptable in our 
nation. As a member of the Cherish All Children Board of Directors, I am working to 
pull this Team together for an initial meeting in January 2017. 

We believe that because the greatest demand is among men, and because men who 
pay for sex with young people – male as well as female – often have very little respect 
for women, that men are the ones to declare this behavior as “over the line”.  

We plan to develop a curriculum for young men that redefines the image of the strong 
male as one who does not dominate others, use others, and has no respect for others. 
Strength is for the purpose of service to others, is not self-centered, and becomes 
more prominent when it increases the strength of others. 

One of the other members of the Team, Pastor Martin Zimmann, states: 

In order to develop a curriculum that helps Lutheran men recognize and 
prevent human trafficking, the planning group is starting with some very core 
questions as to what it means to be a man in this diverse postmodern society. 
Much of what we think is “natural” is actually grounded in societal 
expectations around ideas of masculinity, patriarchy, and power. As Christians, 
we should consistently question this paradigm to see if it is in keeping with the 
message of the gospel, and how this frames the way in which we live in 
relationship with all people. This is an exciting challenge for the Men’s 
Leadership Team. 

Ending the demand among men will make the sexual exploitation of girls and boys a 
dead industry that will not attract people looking for easy money. It is a way to 
promote the moral health of men and bring about safety for young people at risk of 
being exploited. 

National Gathering Highlights 

At our National Gathering in October, Pastor Sue Engh, ELCA Director of Organizing, 
provided training on several aspects of community organizing. Participants gained 
critical skills for more effectively engaging congregations in ending child trafficking.  

Pastor Joanne Stewart, Immanuel Lutheran Church in Webster, NY, led the morning 



and evening prayer services, weaving the Gathering theme “You and your children can 
live” (2 Kings 4:7b) together with inspiring songs, prayers, blessings, and Holy 
Communion.  

Tara Hughes of the International Institute of Buffalo spoke about human trafficking in 
western New York, helping all of us understand the laws related to trafficking, how 
traffickers operate, and how congregations might get involved in addressing this 
problem. 

Pastor Nathan Tuff is the senior pastor at Olivet Lutheran Church in Sylvania, OH and 
serves on the Cherish All Children Board of Directors. Pastor Nate shared about the 
work being done at his congregation, Olivet Lutheran Church in Sylvania, OH. 
Members are active users of many of the Cherish All Children resources and tools. 
Over 200 children in the congregation each have a member of the congregation 
praying for him or her from birth to age 25. 

Virginia Vossler of Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church in Wellsville, NY shared 
how the inspiring story of how she and other faith leaders created a group called 
“VOICE” (Voices of Innocent Children Everywhere) which is now working to raise 
awareness of child sexual abuse and engage people in abuse prevention. People who 
once felt along in their concern are now working together with other like-minded 
people to make a difference for children! 

On Sunday, three teams of National Gathering participants travelled to different 
congregations to acknowledge what these congregations have already done and share 
what they have learned at the Gathering. 

One team went to St. Martin Lutheran Church in North Tonawanda. They provided a 
Temple Talk during worship and led an adult forum after worship. Pastor Devie Ellis 
reads the Wednesday Prayer each week. She gave a sermon which highlighted Cherish 
All Children, what they have done as a congregation to prevent trafficking, and how 
they might extend their efforts.  

* * * * * * * 

The one-to-one training at the National Gathering really struck a chord with me. I will 
be meeting one-to-one with a member of my congregation after Thanksgiving. Just in 
setting up the meeting with her, she expressed interest in getting involved in the 
work to address trafficking in the community. I was surprised how the door opened! 

Our local human trafficking group continues to meet and take shape. We are getting 
connected to the agencies that provide services. The women's groups at both 
congregations I serve have agreed to watch Chosen at an upcoming meeting to learn 
more about trafficking.   

God continues to work, even when in our lives it seems to unfold so slowly. It’s 
amazing to see what God does through a small group of people! – Pastor Barb Girod 

* * * * * * * 

Attending a gathering such as this with like-minded people is very special. It 
increases my desire to do more knowing that Upstate New York is not alone, but 



surrounded and prayed for by other congregations and synods not afraid to speak and 
act on the subject of child sexual exploitation.  

We have been called to this ministry. I heard this many times during the Gathering. 
God has called us to be advocates in whatever way we can so that all children may 
live safe, happy, productive lives. - Dianne Klafehn, Cherish All Children Synod Leader 

* * * * * * * 

It's a rare experience to attend a conference and within a week of its closure, you are 
using several pieces of the curriculum to effect change in your local congregation, 
but that's what happened to me!  

With the expanded community organizing information that I received, I feel I will be 
much more effective in stating my case to continue funding the laudable and 
practical work of Cherish All Cherish. This is a mission whose time has come and 
Cherish All Children provides the vehicle for the necessary maneuvering. 

Robbie Joern 
Spirit Lutheran Church in Eau Claire, WI 

Birthday celebration! 

Cherish All Children turns 10 years old on December 6, 2016! 

In November, Olivet Lutheran Church in Sylvania, OH hosted a pancake breakfast 
which raised $700 for Cherish All Children. Olivet invites your congregation to help 
celebrate this milestone! 

Here are some ideas: 

 Birthday cake decorating contest in which people vote with their money. The 
cake with the most dollars wins. Everyone enjoys the cakes when the voting is 
done. 

 Chili cook-off, also with votes by dollars. 

 Spaghetti/pasta dinner or another unique ethnic food, with a free-will offering. 

 Go to this website for more ideas: www.fundraising-ideas.org/DIY/dinners.htm 

The goal is to raise at least $10,000 to give a strong boost  
to the work of Cherish All Children for its next decade. 

Interested? Contact Amy Hartman, National Director at 612.280.1259 or 
ahartman@cherishchildren.org  

Prevention Champions: Jim and Liz Macris 

Written by Sue Hembroff, a member of the Cherish All Children  
Board of Directors, based upon an interview with Jim and Liz. 

Jim and Liz Macris have been active members of their church for over 40 years. Jim 
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has been involved in all facets of church functions from being a Sunday School teacher 
to serving on various committees. Liz is a parish nurse who introduced Cherish All 
Children to the congregation eight years ago after attending a workshop by Amy 
Hartman, National Director of Cherish All Children.   

As Sunday School teachers, both Jim and Liz saw the value of binging Cherish All 
Children to their congregation. Liz says it has been “hugely enriching to be a part of 
Cherish All Children.”   

Their congregation started with prayer. Jim, Liz and their congregation pray for each 
child age 0 – 25 years old. Prayer blankets made by a member of the church are given 
at each baptism in addition to the prayer booklet. A representative of Cherish All 
Children is also a part of the baptism service. 

Jim and Liz’s daughter made a banner for the church and put the names of the 
children on the fringe that decorated the banner. Jim states he is now praying for 
children who are the children of those he taught in Sunday School.  

While Jim and Liz are busy doing the work of Cherish All Children within their own 
congregation, they also are active with other organizations in their community that 
work to support and help children and families. They have connected with the Sexual 
Assault and Crime Victims Assistance Program through Samaritan Hospital. The church 
has a support team helping a foster family through “Fostering Families”; Jim and Liz 
are a part of this team also.   

They support Cherish All Children financially because they believe it is a worthwhile 
organization. 

Prevention Champion: Barb Wozniak 

Written by Sue Hembroff, a member of the Cherish All Children  
Board of Directors, based upon an interview with Barb. 

Barb Wozniak became involved with Cherish All Children through the Women of the 
ELCA in the Upstate New York Synod approximately eight years ago.   

She was inspired to get active after seeing a program on ABC hosted by Diane Sawyer 
which included a documentary about young girls who had gotten away from their 
captors. She states this program was “eye opening” because she realized young 
women were being trafficked in the United States. Barb states that raising awareness 
about trafficking and informing children of the dangers is important to her.   

Barb is active at her church, Holy Trinity Lutheran in Buffalo. She has also worked at a 
Jesuit college in various administrative positions. She values education and has helped 
to bring in speakers to share their expertise and knowledge with her congregation. 

Barb remembers one speaker who had written a book about trafficking and was 
instrumental in solving cases of trafficking. Barb states “he was amazing” and he 
became the go-to person for police for training to increase their awareness of 
trafficking.    



Barb has also been involved in the prayer ministry and coordinates Holy Trinity’s 
prayer shawl ministry; each child is presented with a prayer shawl when they share 
their faith statements during confirmation. She has been blessed with a supportive 
pastor and congregation to help her further the ministry of Cherish All Children. 
Thank you Barb for all of your hard work in support of Cherish All Children. 

Cherish All Children 

Cherish All Children is an ELCA ministry that equips congregations  
to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

Follow us on Facebook. 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend 
to, discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 
 

Cherish All Children  
PO Box 583772 

Minneapolis, MN 55458-3772  
www.cherishchildren.org 
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