
 

The best possible path… 

Wednesday Prayer for December 14, 2016 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  

Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her 
to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, 
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins." 

When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him; he took her as his wife…                 Matthew 1:18-21,24 

What a surprise for Joseph! Life was going in a certain, regular direction for him. All 
of a sudden, he was presented with a difficult dilemma and then asked by God to 
take on a challenging, amazing role.  

First, there is the difficult dilemma:  

According to Deuteronomy 22:23-27, Mary could be tried publicly and then 
executed. By resolving to “dismiss her quietly,” Joseph seeks to avoid 
public humiliation while also fulfilling the law. 

(https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=3092)  

Joseph makes a decision about what to do next, choosing the best possible path for 
Mary, given the culture at that time.  

Second, Joseph has a dream with a message from an angel: Do not be afraid. This 
child has a special purpose and needs you to be the earthly father right now. Go 
ahead and take Mary as your wife. 

Joseph again chooses the best possible path, following the instructions of the angel. 

There is a growing movement among men to raise awareness about sexualized 
violence and act to prevent it. These men, like Joseph, are following the best 
possible path, showing respect and honor for others in their lives, especially women 
and children, and asking other men to do the same.  

One example of this movement is the group Men as Peacemakers. A recent article 
published in the Minneapolis StarTribune highlighted their work with men to end 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=3092
http://www.menaspeacemakers.org/
http://www.startribune.com/duluth-men-s-group-renews-fight-against-sexploitation/405519696/


the demand for trafficking: 

Heisler [executive director] emphasizes that while some men are 
responsible for dangerous behaviors against women, most men are allies. In 
these sons and brothers and guy friends, he sees a growing and inspiring 
number of change agents. 

“We do prevention work. We want to stop the harm before it happens.” 

We look forward to seeing the curriculum Don’t Buy It being created by Men as 
Peacemakers, and we are seeking congregations in the Minneapolis Area Synod to 
test this curriculum. 

Gracious and holy God, we give you thanks for men like Joseph who 
quietly and faithfully carry out both big and small acts of honor and 
respect. Bless the growing movement among men to prevent sexualized 
violence perpetrated against women and children. May we all move 
forward as Joseph, following your angel’s instruction to not be afraid, 
choosing the best possible path on behalf of your children. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 

* * * * * * * 

Today’s Wednesday Prayer was written by Deacon Amy Hartman, National Director 
of Cherish All Children. 

Prayers also requested for: 

 All of God’s children, that their lives and futures are what we are seeking to 
protect and cherish. May we stay focused on what is best for God’s 
children. 

 Exploited children – that they would be rescued and healed; vulnerable 
children - that they would have safe people and places; perpetrators – that 
they would stop their abusive and exploitive behaviors; bystanders – that 
they would intervene on behalf of children whenever possible.  

 Protection of Cherish All Children leaders, congregations, synods, and the 
overall organization, that God would thwart any efforts to undermine this 
ministry. 

Cherish All Children 

Cherish All Children is an ELCA ministry that equips  
congregations to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

Follow us on Facebook 

You are invited to give financially to support this ministry. Donations 
are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

 
Cherish All Children 

PO Box 583772 
Minneapolis, MN 55458 

612.280.1259 
www.cherishallchildren.org 

http://www.menaspeacemakers.org/dont-buy-it-project/
https://www.facebook.com/cherishallchildren
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRuRRvPzz8C-ujQElrdws5buhjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboucNgUCHF46SGlifDy0sN4Ek=&ver=3
http://www.cherishallchildren.org/


 


