
 

E-Quipped for Prevention 
September 2016 

2016 National Gathering 
Registration deadline: September 30 

The National Gathering is an opportunity for YOU to learn: 

 The reality of trafficking (Presenter: Tara Hughes, International Institute of 
Buffalo) 

 Valuable skills and insights for engaging your congregation (Trainer: Pastor 
Susan Engh, ELCA Director of Community Organizing) 

 Best practices from experienced congregation leaders 

October 20-23, 2016 

Christ the King Seminary 
East Aurora, NY, just outside of Buffalo. 

For more information or to register, go to 
www.cherishallchildren.org/2016-national-gathering 

Prevention Champion: Pastor Lori Strang 

Written by Gwen Kuhrt, Board Chair 

For Pastor Lori Strang of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Toledo, Ohio, Cherish All 
Children is more than just an important ministry, it’s personal.   

Her church in Toledo is located in the heart of the city, and she knows there are over 
50 registered sex offenders within a 10 mile radius of her church. Ensuring that the 
church remains 100% safe for all children is one of her top priorities.  Redeemer 
makes sure that every person that comes into contact with children has first been 
properly screened through background checks. Once cleared, all go through a three 
hour training course to understand and carry out Redeemer’s procedures and policies 
when working with children.    

An important ministry of Redeemer is their annual Summer Camp. Up to 70 children 
ages 4-15 take part in the program each summer and it provides a place for them to 
feel cherished, loved and safe.  

“I believe that sometimes when you’re part of a church, you assume that everyone 
there is well-intentioned, but churches need to acknowledge that abuse can happen 
anywhere,” says Pastor Lori. She feels strongly that every ELCA church should become 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001koSKHVIq_pFQER9uboYmdxral3lm_Gc5J4NpRFQMbqkG2WoWLxAZnl_yaU501LVgze_t8qtXQhgwF8dmCK6BpbG3h0FaUk75EMM3lcqv8KoA12teZcbtM8rNDgHQwdOuf01vlKlszyKNTHG12RmKufUBobz0iXb65xkwn73fjZbU7wUWglqKxO3DB7nrSS-Wn9zT1hk-rZWbFKboRi7HkQ==&c=4LShVTCL8Ub_R4Er8Uu7io2UfL7DvjTFx46pwlO0B-1AXnWlwlTjCw==&ch=Le3aFGt-5o-takzFTeum0cx6f_W18R0wVMj_7bVKdvo3g0nU6fQwqA==


a Cherish All Children congregation and prevent harm to each and every child under 
our care.    

This is also personal to Pastor Lori because she is a survivor. As a young teen she was 
sexually abused by a leader in the church and truly understands how abuse can be 
built up and maintained. She is open about sharing this, because she wants to “put a 
face on it.” This helps to reinforce the reality that this can happen to anyone, 
anywhere, anytime, even in churches.     

Blessings to you Pastor Lori for your passion and commitment to Cherish All Children.  
Thank you also for sharing your story and inspiring us all to keep working so that all 
children are cherished, especially where we worship.    

Raising Happier, Healthier Boys 

Written by Ginny Rudloff, Minneapolis Prevention Coordinator 

If you haven’t watched The Mask You Live In, it is now available online at Netflix, 
Amazon, and Barnes and Noble. The movie explores the culture of false masculinity 
created by the messages we give boys from an early age: “Man up!” “Boys don’t cry.” 
Compared to girls, boys in the United States are more likely to be diagnosed with a 
behavior disorder, drop out of school, commit a violent crime, or commit suicide. 

The Mask You Live In examines how these messages, along with pornography, video 
games, and a culture that objectifies women combine to make the transition to 
healthy manhood more difficult and dangerous. The movie offers some ideas about 
how to help boys do that. 

 About 15 churches in the Minneapolis Area Synod viewed the video last spring and 
now two churches (University Lutheran Church of Hope and Grace University) and 
Lutheran Campus Ministry are joining forces to start a community discussion on how to 
raise healthy boys. What can you do in your community? 

Research tells us that the most effective means of ending sex trafficking and violence 
against women is to end the demand. Host a viewing of the movie with friends or in 
your church. What are you doing to counteract the messages of bravado, entitlement, 
and violence? Our boys deserve a happier childhood and a smoother transition to 
manhood. 

Grace Gathering in New Orleans 

Written by Amy Hartman, National Director 

The Grace Gathering workshop on Human Trafficking was an amazing event!  

On August 11, nearly 240 people filled the workshop room - eager to learn about 
trafficking and get their congregations involved! 

During her portion of the workshop, I shared inspiring stories from congregations that 
PRAY, EDUCATE, CONNECT, and ACT to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

I encouraged ELCA members to advocate on behalf of trafficked youth, so they will be 
treated as victims of a crime, not criminals. I also provided resources and ideas for 
"Ending the Demand" for child sex trafficking. 

It was heartening to see the growing interest in ending this form of injustice! 

http://therepresentationproject.org/film/the-mask-you-live-in/see-the-film/buy-rent-stream/


A Legacy of Hope 

Written by Ginny Rudloff, Minneapolis Prevention Coordinator 

When Jacob Wetterling’s remains were identified earlier this month, we all grieved 
the loss of this 11 year old child who had been missing nearly 27 years. The details of 
his kidnapping, sexual assault, and murder shocked and sickened the nation. 

How is it possible then, that Jacob Wetterling’s legacy is one of hope and compassion? 

The Wetterling Family has worked tirelessly with lawmakers, the media, victim’s 
families, law enforcement, and others to make this a safer world for children.  

Patty Wetterling was a founding member of the Jacob Wetterling Resource Center to 
educate the community about child safety in order to prevent child sexual 
exploitation and abduction. She is a founding member of the Association of Missing 
and Exploited Children Organizations and is a past president of the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children.  

Patty worked to pass the Jacob Wetterling Crimes Against Children Act in Minnesota 
and the 1994 Federal Crime Bill which included the Jacob Wetterling Crimes Against 
Children Registration Act. 

In 2010, Patty spoke at the Cherish All Children National Gathering. She affirmed the 
important role faith communities have in caring for children and protecting them 
from harm. She encouraged our efforts to equip congregations to get involved in 
prevention. She challenged us to carry on, have courage, and do our best work for 
children. 

And now that Jacob has been found, Patty has suggested that the best way to honor 
Jacob’s life is to embrace the kindness and joy he demonstrated in his own short life. 
Her own message of kindness has shown us how to fight child sexual exploitation by 
speaking the truth and powering it with generosity and understanding.  

These are Patty’s recommendations for surviving painful times and honoring the 
memory of Jacob. 

 Be fair, be kind, be understanding 

 Be honest, be thankful 

 Be a good sport, be a good friend 

 Be generous, be gentle with each other 

 Be positive 

 Giggle 

 Light a candle 

 Play with your children 

 Create joy 

 Eat ice cream 

Follow this link to read a tribute to Patty Wetterling by Cordelia Anderson, a 
prevention consultant and friend of Patty: 
http://cordeliaanderson.com/resources/Documents/Patty's%20Legacy%201.pdf 

Prevention Champion: Jan Schmidt 

Written by Ginny Rudloff, Minneapolis Prevention Coordinator 

http://cordeliaanderson.com/resources/Documents/Patty's%20Legacy%201.pdf


Sometimes Prevention Champions go quietly about their business, causing no ripples 
but in their own way making a difference in the world. 

Jan Schmidt, President of the Minneapolis Area Synod Women of the ELCA is one of 
these people.  

At the Ninth Triennial Gathering, the Women of the ELCA passed a memorial to learn 
more about human trafficking and to find ways of responding to it. Jan became 
president in the Minneapolis Area Synod the following year.  

She has attended a community forum on child sex trafficking, joined the Cherish All 
Children mailing list, and invited Cherish All Children to host an information table and 
provide a workshop at their annual gatherings.  

When the National Women’s organization asked for names of local organizations to be 
recipients of their offerings at the Tenth Triennial Gathering, Jan submitted Cherish 
All Children for consideration. 

Jan believes that prayer is our strongest weapon and prays for the safety and 
wellbeing of all children.  

Thank you, Jan for taking the time to learn about child sexual exploitation, for 
inviting us to tell others, and for actively supporting this ministry. Your modest and 
simple approach has helped us reach countless others to tell the message of 
prevention over and over. 

Women of the ELCA 
Tenth Triennial Gathering in 2017 

Amy Hartman, National Director of Cherish All Children, is one of the workshop 
leaders at the Tenth Triennial Gathering of the Women of the ELCA.  

Amy will be doing four workshops on the topic of engaging congregations in preventing 
child trafficking. Here is the workshop description: 

You. God's children. End trafficking. 

Child sex trafficking is a horrible injustice, and Women of the ELCA has made a 
strong commitment to ending it. Come learn ideas and best practices, gleaned 
from congregations using Cherish All Children's mission model: Pray, Educate, 
Connect, and Act. You will leave with resources to help you get started or 
deepen what you are already doing to end human trafficking.  

The Gathering will be held July 13-16, 2017 at the Minneapolis Convention Center, 
which is just across the street from Central Lutheran Church, where the Cherish All 
Children office is located.  

Cherish All Children will also be receiving a portion of the offering received at the 
closing worship on Sunday morning.  

Many thanks to the Women of the ELCA for their commitment to the well-being of 
girls, ending the injustice of child trafficking, and supporting the work of Cherish All 
Children financially.  

For more information about the Triennial, go to: http://www.welcatg.org/ 

 

http://www.welcatg.org/


Prevention Champion: Doug Spiotta 

Written by Gwen Kuhrt, Board Chair 

“Awareness of the issues of child sexual exploitation and convincing people how 
important it is—these are the most critical aspects of the work of Cherish All 
Children,” according to Doug Spiotta, retired diaconal minister, of Stewartville, MN. 

He continues, “All I have to do is think about my grandchildren, or young nieces and 
nephews, or grandchildren of my friends, and I get inspired to do what I can to stop 
this horrific problem.”  

The good news is that Doug perceives there is more awareness in the media and 
society, since he began with Cherish All Children as the founding Board Chair ten 
years ago.  

He also recalls how unaware he was of this issue until he began working with Amy 
Hartman while she was completing her coursework to become a diaconal minister. 
This led Amy to create a governing board, which then obtained “affiliated social 
ministry” recognition from the ELCA.  

Doug is encouraged by the progress that Cherish All Children has made, and is proud 
that the ELCA has recognized this ministry as important. He has continued to be a 
monthly donor following his board service.  

His advice for the next 10 years is for everyone to remember the importance of 
prayer. He encourages people to “get on their knees and pray for open eyes, open 
hearts”.  

Thanks Doug for your ongoing commitment to Cherish All Children by creating 
awareness, sharing your resources and especially your prayers. 

Resources for Your Congregation 

Provided by Dianne Klafehn, Synod Coordinator for Upstate New York 

Parents: 

www.kidslivesafe.com  Their mission is to do everything we can keep children and 
loved ones safe from sexual predators. On this site you are able to search and view 
complete profiles of Sex Offenders living near you utilizing the mapping tool. Sex 
Offender Information includes photo, name, address, description, offenses, and more. 
Kids Live Safe provides the valuable service of gathering information from federal, 
state and local databases providing nationwide coverage. 

Teens and up: 

The Hunting Ground (PG-13, 104 minutes) “A revealing expose of sexual assault of U. 
S. College campuses and their institutional cover-ups and the devastating toll they 
take on students and their families.” The film includes personal testimonies and 
follows the lives of survivors attempting to complete their undergraduate degree in 
spite of harassment and trauma. Special features include additional stories and Annie 
and Andrea answer questions.  

Teen Girls & parents: 

Girls & Sex: Navigating the Complicated New Landscape by Peggy Orenstein. 

http://www.kidslivesafe.com/


Published by Harper in 2016. 320 pages. This book describes the new sexual landscape 
girls face in the post-princess stage—high school through college—and reveals how 
they are negotiating it. Orenstein takes parents into the unknown ‘pot’ princess stage 
of daughters now in high school and college. She tells it like it is in a powerful open 
dialogue of a normally unspeakable and often silent subject of the rise of casual sex 
and the prevalence of rape on campus. 

Prevention Champion: Dan Johnson 

Written by Gwen Kuhrt, Board Chair 

One mission moment Dan Johnson shares happened while shopping with his daughter. 
He noticed a suggestive poster in the store, and he was inspired to take action and 
speak to the store manager about it.  

While this might be a small action, it reinforces the importance of speaking out and 
creating awareness of how pervasive the messages are that children receive.  

Dan and his wife Shirley live in Crystal, Minnesota. Dan previously served as one of the 
founding board members of Cherish All Children. He and Shirley continue to support 
this ministry through financial contributions.  

The mission of Cherish All Children also aligns with Dan’s previous work with Kinship 
of Greater Minneapolis, where he mentored vulnerable children. Dan currently works 
with The Food Group, a hunger relief network organization serving the Twin Cities 
area.  

Dan’s advice for the next ten years is to continue to look for ways of working with 
other organizations with similar missions. Networking with others will help to 
strengthen our ability to create awareness and affect change. 

Thanks Dan for your ongoing commitment to Cherish All Children by speaking up, 
creating awareness, and being a financial supporter. 

Learn about Social Media Safety 

Cherish All Children is pleased to sponsor two upcoming events on the topic of social 
media safety. Designed for youth in grades 6-8 and their parents. Bring your 
confirmation class! 

October 2: All Saints Lutheran Church in Cottage Grove, MN 
October 26: Mount Calvary Lutheran Church in Eagan, MN 

Click on the presentation description below for more information. Please register to 
help organizers know how many to expect! 



 

Prevention Champion: Pastor Nathan Tuff 

Written by Gwen Kuhrt, Board Member 

Pastor Nathan Tuff, senior pastor at Olivet Lutheran Church in Sylvania, Ohio, not only 
followed in his father’s footsteps into the ministry, he also followed his father’s 
passion in supporting the work of Cherish All Children.  

http://www.cherishallchildren.org/online-safety-kate-madonna-hindes


Pastor David Tuff, Nate’s father, was an early advocate and participant in the 
ministry, and now, Pastor Nate serves on the Cherish All Children Board of Directors. 

Olivet congregation members are active users of many of the Cherish All Children 
resources and tools. Pastor Nate believes the most important work we do is building 
awareness of the issue of trafficking and ongoing prayer for children.  

Every child in Olivet Lutheran Church has a member praying for him or her from birth 
to age 25. The member receives a stone with the child’s first name and year of birth. 

The Prayers for Cherishing Children booklets provided by Cherish All Children are 
used as a guide and over 200 children are lifted up in prayer each day.  

A recent mission moment happened as part of a baptism. One of the baptismal 
sponsors, not a member of the congregation, noticed the stone and asked about it. 
This gave Nate the opportunity to share the prayer ministry and to create greater 
awareness regarding the sexual exploitation of children.  

Pastor Nate believes that it is important in the next decade for Cherish All Children to 
stay focused on awareness and continue to be advocates for children in the public 
policy forum.  

Thanks for all you do, Pastor Nate, and for reminding us of the power of prayer. Many 
thanks also to your father for being an original Prevention Champion. 

To the Capitol in Wisconsin 

Written by Amy Hartman, National Director 

On September 14, ELCA Lutherans from all over Wisconsin gathered to learn more 
about human trafficking and talk to their legislators about funding for services for 
trafficked youth.  

This event was co-sponsored by Cherish All Children, the Lutheran Office for Public 
Policy in WI, the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin Trafficking Task Force, and the 
Women of the ELCA.  

Many thanks to Bethel Lutheran for their wonderful event support! 

 



 

Prevention Champion: Pastor David Tuff 

Written by Pastor Nathan Tuff, Board Member 

Pastor David Tuff has been with Cherish all Children since the beginning of the 
organization.   

I am his son, Nathan, who for years has seen the Cherish All Children refrigerator 
magnets on his apartment refrigerator. Each of these magnets has the name of a child 
of his congregation written on it, and with great discipline David has remembered 
these children in prayer for years, many years.   

David is now 93 years old. His wife, Florence died several years ago.  David’s memory 
is weakening, but his life of prayer is strong, and God’s Spirit intercedes with this man 
of prayer with great power to support the lives of children all over the world, 
especially the most vulnerable.   

Cherish All Children has been a great blessing to him, and to many. 

Birthday celebration! 

Cherish All Children turns 10 years old on December 6, 2016! 

Your congregation is invited to host a birthday  
celebration for Cherish All Children! 

Join Olivet Lutheran Church in Sylvania, OH on November 13, as they host a potluck 
fundraiser dinner. If your congregation also hosts that day, we will link your 
congregation with Olivet by live video so you can share your commitment and your fun 
via the internet. 

If November 13 doesn’t work, select another day to host a party of your choice. Here 
are some additional  ideas, besides a potluck dinner with a free will offering: 

 Birthday cake decorating contest in which people vote with their money. The 
cake with the most dollars wins. Everyone enjoys the cakes when the voting is 



done. 

 Chili cook-off, also with votes by dollars. 

 Spaghetti/pasta dinner or another unique ethnic food, with a free-will offering. 

 Go to this website for more ideas: www.fundraising-ideas.org/DIY/dinners.htm 

The goal is to raise at least $10,000 to give a strong boost  
to the work of Cherish All Children for its next decade. 

Interested? Contact Amy Hartman, National Director at 612.280.1259 or 
ahartman@cherishchildren.org  

Prevention Champion: Ruth Stadler 

Written by Pastor Nathan Tuff, Board Member 

Ruth Stadler is a champion of Cherish All Children. She recognizes that Toledo, OH, is 
a hotbed of the illicit human trafficking industry.  

Her late husband, Pastor Glen was in on the ground floor of building Cherish All 
Children in the Northwestern Ohio Synod. Ruth feels strongly about the role of Cherish 
All Children in advocating for government policies that protect children and interrupt 
the efforts of traffickers.    

After Glen’s death, as Ruth was sorting his things, she found among them a “Cherish 
Our Children” T-Shirt. She recalled how Glen was an early and committed supporter 
of “Cherish Our Children” then, and “Cherish All Children” now.   

Thank you, Ruth and Glen for your faithfulness to God, and to God’s children. 

Supporting a Survivor 

Written by Amy Hartman, National Director 

I recently reconnected with Diana, a survivor of trafficking. I first met her in 2015 at a 
baby shower my congregation hosted for a local organization that serves trafficked 
women. Since then, several women from the congregation provide healthy snacks 
each week for a survivor support group in our neighborhood.  

I saw Diana when it was my turn to serve snacks. 

I was very pleased to see that Diana was there helping other survivors, and that her 
child is doing well. It takes a lot to recover from trafficking, and I'm glad our 
congregation was able to support Diana’s journey in some way.  

Through the “Caring Neighbors” project, Cherish All Children engages congregations in 
service projects to help trafficked women and children. My congregation hosted this 
shower and serves snacks because of Cherish All Children.  

Your financial support makes this kind of work possible. Thank you! 

Matching Gift Opportunity 

Written by Amy Hartman, National Director 

Mike Troutman and Amy Blumenshine of Minneapolis recently received an unexpected 
gift from the estate of Mike’s Aunt Jean. Now they are passing a portion of it along to 

mailto:ahartman@cherishchildren.org


Cherish All Children. 

“Aunt Jean cared about children; my sister and I were two of her many God-
children,” says Mike. “My wife, Amy, and I respect the work of Cherish All Children, 
and so we thought it would be good to share Aunt Jean’s gift with this organization. 
We see that Cherish All Children is doing effective work by making a difference in the 
lives of individuals as well as helping society think and act differently to prevent child 
sexual exploitation.” 

Mike and Amy are making a matching gift available, for all new (not monthly) 
contributions received in September and October 2016, up to $5,000 total. Mike 
adds, “We see that it’s important that more people participate in the work of Cherish 
All Children. Sexual exploitation is not going to go away by pretending it doesn’t 
exist. We can all play a role in prevention by participating in a program, writing 
letters, and by giving our dollars.” 

Thank you, Mike and Amy, for your generosity, inspired by the love and care of your 
Aunt Jean and your commitment to ending sexual exploitation. 

To make a contribution, go to: http://www.cherishallchildren.org/donate 

Resources to “End the Demand”  

As long as people want to buy children for sex (this is called “the demand”), there 
will be traffickers recruiting vulnerable children to sell (aka “the supply”). 

Sooooo… one way to end child sexual exploitation is to “end the demand.” 

Would you like to learn more about how to “end the demand”? 

Cherish All Children staff members compile resources on this topic and post them on 
our webpage: http://www.cherishallchildren.org/end-the-demand 

Our facebook page is also a good resource to see the latest “end the demand” 
resources before they get posted to the webpage: 
https://www.facebook.com/cherishallchildren 

Your contributions make prevention possible! 

Every year, Cherish All Children begins the year with a funding gap—which is the gap 
between what it takes to do the work of prevention and the amount of donations we 
have received.  

As of September 20, our remaining funding gap for 2016 is $59,254.  

Click on the diagram below to make a donation today! 

http://www.cherishallchildren.org/donate
http://www.cherishallchildren.org/end-the-demand


 

Cherish All Children 

Cherish All Children is an ELCA ministry that equips congregations  
to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

Follow us on Facebook. 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend 
to, discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 
 

Cherish All Children  
PO Box 583772 

Minneapolis, MN 55458-3772  
www.cherishchildren.org 

 

https://www.facebook.com/cherishallchildren
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation
http://www.cherishchildren.org/
http://www.cherishallchildren.org/donate

