
 

E-Quipped for Prevention 
March 2016: Celebration! 

“You and your children can live…” 

2016 National Gathering 

Do you... 

 Want to make something happen in your congregation, but keep running into 
roadblocks? 

 Wonder how other congregations are connecting with their communities? 

 Just love hanging out with really great, committed people? 

If you answered yes to any of these questions,  
the 2016 National Gathering is for YOU! 

You will get what you need to move forward  
and grow as a prevention champion! 

Date:     October 20-23, 2016 

Place:    Christ the King Seminary in East Aurora, NY, just outside of Buffalo. 

Click here for more information.  
Early bird registration ends August 1. 

Celebrating the Inspiration of the National Gathering 

Written by Ginny Rudloff, Minneapolis Prevention Coordinator 

In anticipation of the 2016 National Gathering, Cherish All Children celebrates the 
ministry of St. John Lutheran Church in Zimmerman, MN. 

Wanda Thoreson, a member of this congregation, attended the Minneapolis Area 
Synod Assembly in the spring of 2014. At the Assembly she saw an invitation to a 
meeting to learn about Cherish All Children. Deeply immersed in youth ministry, 
Wanda attended the informational meeting and indicated an interest in starting a 
Cherish All Children ministry in her congregation. She had no idea where that would 
lead her. 

After receiving an invitation to the 2014 National Gathering in Whitehouse, OH, 
Wanda decided that event would be the best way to learn how congregations work to 
protect children and prevent sexual exploitation. She and her husband travelled to 
Ohio, where Wanda learned how other churches have implemented prevention 
ministries, developed some planning skills, and met people who shared her passion for 

http://www.cherishallchildren.org/2016-national-gathering


protecting children. 

Inspired by the Gathering, Wanda returned home and shared what she had learned 
with her congregation. In less than two years’ time, St. John Lutheran has formed a 
Cherish All Children Team, updated their Safe Church policy, started a prayer 
ministry, held several educational events, and organized a donation drive to provide 
nursery equipment and baby items to young mothers at Breaking Free, an organization 
serving sex-trafficked women and girls.  

All because Wanda felt “called” by an invitation to an informal meeting about Cherish 
All Children. 

Celebrating Dianne Klafehn 
Synod Coordinator for Upstate New York 

Written by Amy Hartman, National Director 

At first, Dianne was scared. No one else volunteered to lead the effort in Upstate New 
York! Ever since that day in 2008, her life has been much busier! 

Dianne says, “My focus is different now. I pay more attention to the news about child 
sexual exploitation—both positive and negative. I study the articles to see if I want to 
use them in a presentation or send them out. I like to keep others aware of what’s 
going on as well as books, movies, TV shows, etc. on the topic of preventing child 
sexual exploitation.” 

To Dianne, action is the most important part of our work. It incorporates education, 
connections in the community, and making something happen that wasn’t happening 
before. Everyone should be praying. 

One of Dianne’s favorite “mission moments” is when she had the opportunity to speak 
to the entire Upstate New York Synod Assembly, 300-400 people. She enjoyed sharing 
the mission with that many people all at once, and she wasn’t nervous either! The 
Bishop thanked her for her work in front of the Assembly. 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Fulton, NY has also been inspiring to her. They 
planted “Pinwheels for Prevention” in the church yard and all around the city, 
through connecting with the mayor and other city officials. They also worked closely 
with the Child Advocacy Center to provide support to the children and families who 
used their services. They have been a very willing congregation! 

Dianne has enjoyed going to various congregations around the synod to meet people 
and hear their stories. One example of this is Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church 
in Wellsville, NY. A leader from that congregation heard Dianne speak. Dianne had 
two long talks with her, 1-1, to explain what Cherish All Children is all about and hear 
her story. Dianne went to her church along with Amy Hartman, National Director, for 
an initial organizing meeting. Now that group is engaging with others in the 
community to address all forms of child abuse.  

Dianne has been trained to lead the “Safeguarding God’s Children” curriculum, and 
she enjoys going out to congregations to provide that training. It’s very satisfying to 
get good turnout at those. 

Two years ago, Dianne was on the National Education Team for Cherish All Children, 
given the task of updating the Congregation Manual. It was a big undertaking, but 
Dianne found it very helpful to talk with other leaders, go through all the pieces of 
the Manual, and create an even better product which would be useful for 



congregations. 

Dianne and her husband, Rick, also support Cherish All Children financially. Dianne 
says, “We want to keep this ministry going! This organization is necessary and has 
done a lot of good. Cherish All Children has made people aware of this issue.” 

Dianne has found her work with Cherish All Children to be very fulfilling. “I’m always 
hopeful when I send out information to leaders in this synod,” Dianne adds. “I do this 
for the children. I wouldn’t want sexual exploitation to happen to my children or 
grandchildren. We are doing some good, and that gives me hope.”  

Celebrating the Message of The Mask You Live In 

Written by Ginny Rudloff, Minneapolis Prevention Coordinator 

In October, 2015 at a community forum on Ending the Demand for Juvenile Sex 
Trafficking, the speakers were asked, “What can we do to end the demand?”  

One speaker said we need to raise boys to have authentic relationships with women—
to trust and respect women. Another speaker recommended that we watch the 
documentary, The Mask You Live In. 

I decided to attend a screening of The Mask You Live In and completely agreed! 

The Mask You Live In illustrates how the messages boys get from early childhood 
(“boys don’t cry,” “man-up,” “be tough”) cause them to be fearful of being their true 
selves and create a culture of false manhood.  

Cherish All Children decided to partner with ELCA churches in the Twin Cities to show 
this documentary to their own members. Thirteen congregations will be showing The 
Mask You Live In this spring! 

The two congregations that have shown The Mask You Live In so far report that it 
sparked a conversation about how congregations can help boys counteract the 
messages of false masculinity, violence, and anger. 

We celebrate the openness of these conversations and look forward to more 
discussions and action to raise boys in healthy, affirming environments.  

For more information about The Mask You Live In, visit The Representation Project’s 
website: http://therepresentationproject.org/film/the-mask-you-live-in/ 

Celebrating the Teddy Bear Ministry 

Written by Barb Wozniak, Congregation Leader in Upstate New York 

The Holy Trinity Needlers continues their “teddy bear project” of making shawls with 
a prayer tag for teddy bears. The group recently donated thirty-five bears to the Child 
Advocacy Center in Buffalo, NY, an organization that works with children who have 
been abused and their families. 

A speaker from the Child Advocacy Center inspired the donation. When a child visits 
the center, they are allowed to choose a stuffed animal to take with them.   

The prayer on the tag says: 

I’m not a very fancy bear, I’m plain and rather small, 
But somebody who loves you, said I should come and call. 

http://therepresentationproject.org/film/the-mask-you-live-in/


Put me beneath your pillow, or place me on your shelf. 
When you need some comfort, I’ll do my best to help. 

I wear my little prayer shawl to make your thoughts a prayer. 
Remember, please, God is near as well as those who care. 

The tag also contains the following information: 

Provided by The Holy Trinity Needlers, 
Women of the ELCA, and Cherish All Children Committees 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church      
1080 Main Street      

Buffalo, NY  14209  
www.holytrinitybuffalo.org       

(716)886-2400   

The latest addition to the teddy bear ministry is the presentation of a bear with shawl 
and prayer to each of the children in our congregation who will be receiving their first 
communion. 

Celebrating the Power of Prevention 

Written by Ginny Rudloff, Minneapolis Prevention Coordinator 

What does your congregation do to celebrate the efforts of all those wonderful people 
who work to prevent child abuse?  

April is Child Abuse Prevention month, and it is the perfect time to increase 
awareness of child abuse prevention efforts.  

Taking a cue from other churches and organizations which have displayed Prevent 
Child Abuse America’s Pinwheels for Prevention, Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church is 
planning a pinwheel planting project for Sunday, April 3.   

The pinwheel has come to serve as the physical embodiment and reminder of the 
great childhoods we want for all children. 

Imagine a garden of pinwheels spinning in the breeze, calling us back to childhoods of 
happy days and innocent wonder. That is our goal for all children. Wear blue ribbons 
of prevention and contact your local Prevent Child Abuse America 
(http://preventchildabuse.org/resource/pinwheels-for-prevention/) chapter to learn 
more about the Pinwheel Campaign to celebrate the important work of prevention 
and the importance of a happy, healthy childhood. 

Celebrating “Turn-out” Conference Calls 

Written by Amy Hartman, National Director 

Two weeks ago, twenty-one leaders from various congregations and synods 
participated in small groups on four conference calls to receive training on the topic 
of “Turn-out” to events.  

A common problem leaders have is getting people to come to events that are 
significant for preventing child sexual exploitation. Each call was designed to help 
people do a better job of inviting people to attend an event. 

Pastor Sue Engh, ELCA Director of Organizing, led each call, providing tips and how-

http://www.holytrinitybuffalo.org/
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tos, both familiar and new, to the participants. Each person had an opportunity to 
share what event he or she would like to invite people, how many people they will 
invite, and how many people are anticipated to say “yes.” 

In a few weeks, participants will gather again by phone to share their progress, talk 
through particular challenges, and celebrate all the successes.  

We will see you at the next Cherish All Children event! 

Celebrating the Encouragement of a Synod Advisory Team 

Written by Ginny Rudloff, Minneapolis Prevention Coordinator 

Since starting my job as the Minneapolis Prevention Coordinator in 2014, I have 
worked to bring together a group of people interested in prevention and inspired to 
reach out to congregations to engage in prevention of child sexual exploitation. 

That group came together in August of 2015 when Glenndy Ose, Jolynn Zeller, Wanda 
Thoreson, and I met for coffee to discuss how to best support Cherish All Children and 
involve more congregations in prevention ministry.  

In that short time, Wanda’s congregation expanded their Cherish All Children 
ministry, Glenndy secured an invitation to speak at a conference luncheon, and Jolynn 
worked with her congregation’s justice committee to learn more about sex trafficking 
and prevention. 

Although this year’s legislative session in Minnesota is short, the team is also prepared 
for possible legislative action to expand Safe Harbor to young people up to age 24 and 
provide sexual abuse prevention education in schools. 

We celebrate the commitment and promise of action this team brings to Cherish All 
Children. Sometimes this can be lonely and discouraging work, but the inspiration and 
hard work of others makes it possible.  

This spring, I invite you to form your own team of dedicated advocates for children! 

Celebrating Getting Started in the St. Paul Area Synod 

Written by Amy Hartman, National Director 

After being in the Minneapolis Area Synod for ten years, we are finally expanding 
across the Mississippi River into the St. Paul Area Synod! 

In February, Bishop Patricia Lull approved our application to form a “Cherish All 
Children Ministry Team” which will be connected to the Public Witness Committee for 
the synod. This committee is composed of several working groups, each addressing 
issues related to the public witness of the church in the presence of local citizens, 
business, government, non-profit institutions and the arts. 

Bishop Lull will work with the Cherish All Children Ministry Team and the Committee 
as a whole to discern how to best provide timely, public witness on matters related to 
child sexual exploitation.  

Members of the Team are: Joy McElroy from Christ Lutheran Church on Capitol Hill, 
Mike Banks from St. Paul Reformation Lutheran Church in St. Paul, and Mel Johnson 
from All Saints Lutheran Church in Cottage Grove. I am working closely with this team 
to help them get started, educate them on the topic, and provide training as needed.  



Watch for more exciting news from this Team!  

Celebrating the Grace Gathering in New Orleans 

Written by Amy Hartman, National Director 

Are you going to the ELCA Grace Gathering in New Orleans, August 10-13? If so, come 
to the experiential learning track on “Human Trafficking.” I will be one of the 
presenters during that session, sharing the amazing work of leaders throughout 
Cherish All Children and inviting others to get involved!  

What better way to recognize the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation that to put our 
faith into action to make a better world for children! 

I hope to see you there! 

Cherish All Children 

Cherish All Children is an ELCA ministry that equips congregations  
to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

Follow us on Facebook. 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend 
to, discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 
 

Cherish All Children  
PO Box 583772 

Minneapolis, MN 55458-3772  
www.cherishchildren.org 

 

http://www.elca.org/gracegathering/Gathering-Details
https://www.facebook.com/cherishallchildren
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation
http://www.cherishchildren.org/

