
 

E-Quipped for Prevention 
January 2016: Celebration! 

 

“You and your children can live…” 

2016 National Gathering 

 

Make plans to attend the 5th National Gathering of Cherish All Children! It will be an 
amazing time of learning, spending time with other leaders, prayer - all for the 
purpose of equipping you and your congregation to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

Date:     October 20-23, 2016 
             We start at 7:00 pm on Thursday, October 20. 
             We end after lunch on Sunday, October 23. 

Place:    Christ the King Seminary in East Aurora, NY, just outside of Buffalo. 

Cost:      $250.00/person (includes lodging, food, and learning sessions) 
                       After August 1, the price increases to $300.00/person 
 
              $115/person (learning sessions and food only) 
                       After August 1, the price increases to $165/person 
 
              $11.95/person (Thursday dinner at 5:45 pm, by reservation only) 

Lodging at the Seminary will be in a dormitory, with single rooms and a shared 
bathroom on each floor. Linens and towels are provided. There is limited availability 
of dorm rooms, so make your reservation early to obtain this inexpensive lodging 
option. 

We will have a very full schedule, including: 

 Morning and evening prayer; 

 Leadership training, to equip you in implementing this ministry; 

 Sunday worship at Buffalo area ELCA churches. 

Register online 
Register by mail 

 

 

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=SsKSQ0-nPT_k4RByT8_3XYy7hI0K4h6Yev7umBvKWvmas8lwmeMHUMU29KfMoJQm1o5lrWZlqSj_PVI_0dnG4c5c96ropE6VQ6klNqH1d4fjt2HRTg0tYMM8cz6xtGfXIDom5z8bPQDH7LySFJhrHgUwrnsr6KCGW8ILS7Ri-PFp08_0CVJKB9Rl3Ocjv_ija9h692NNrELAJOsyPIwQOw==&ver=3
https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/cherishallchildren/attachments/59693/Registration_Form_2016.pdf


Happy Anniversary! 

In 2016, Cherish All Children will celebrate the 10th anniversary of being created as an 
organization! Praise the Lord! 

On December 6, 2006, we filed our Articles of Incorporation with the State of 
Minnesota, giving us nonprofit status. It has been an amazing journey since then! 

Watch for opportunities to join the celebration! 

Financial contributions from people like you who care about this ministry will make it 
possible for Cherish All Children to continue equipping more ELCA congregations into 
its next decade. 

Would you consider making a monthly contribution to Cherish All Children, in special 
recognition of this important milestone? 

You can do this through online giving, your local bank, or by sending a check each 
month.  

Thank you! 

Decrease in Sexual Assault 

This information is quoted from: https://www.rainn.org/get-
information/statistics/frequency-of-sexual-assault 

Sexual assault has fallen by 49% in recent years.* 

Had the 1993 rate held steady, about 9.7 million Americans would have been 
assaulted in the last 20 years.  

Thanks to the decline, the actual number of victims was about 4.2 million. In other 
words, if not for the progress we've made in the last 20 years, an additional 5.5 
million Americans would have become victims of sexual violence.  

While we should be happy that we’re making progress, we are still a very long way 
from solving this problem. Every two minutes, another American is sexually assaulted. 

* * * * * * * 

* U.S. Department of Justice. National Crime Victimization Survey. 1993-2013. 

Meet Erica Larson 

Written by Amy Hartman, National Director 

“I know too many people who have been victimized—and it’s not ok. If I can prevent 
sexual exploitation from happening, prevent a victimizer from hurting someone else, I 
want to be a part of that. I don’t want people to experience that anymore.” 

These words reveal the heart and conviction behind Erica Larson’s commitment to 
Cherish All Children. Erica is a Diaconal Minister, and her first contribution to this 
ministry was the offering from her Service of Consecration five years ago. Since then, 
she has worked with others at Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, where 
she serves as the Director of Faith Formation, to implement the Cherish All Children 
ministry. Erica also serves as the “E-Quipped for Prevention” newsletter coordinator, 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRuRRvPzz8C-ujQElrdws5buhjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboucNgUCHF46SGlifDy0sN4Ek=&ver=3
https://www.rainn.org/get-information/statistics/frequency-of-sexual-assault
https://www.rainn.org/get-information/statistics/frequency-of-sexual-assault


making sure this publication provides what people in congregations need.  

For Erica, the most important part of Cherish All Children is the education piece. She 
believes that people won’t take action unless they are educated about the truths of 
human trafficking. We need to teach kids and parents about healthy relationships. “I 
have a girls’ group, and we talk a lot about healthy relationships. If I didn’t talk about 
trafficking, they wouldn’t have a clue about how this is exploitive and harmful. 
Parents aren’t talking about it.” 

One particular educational event at her congregation stands out for Erica. A 
prostitution survivor spoke at an adult forum, sharing how she got involved, her 
journey out, and what needs to change so that women and girls are no longer 
exploited. “It was interesting to see the different reactions of women and men who 
attended the forum. Women were very glad to have heard the presentation and had 
compassion for the speaker. Men were very uncomfortable, some offended. Many 
couldn’t understand how an adult woman could be a victim of sexual exploitation.”  

Out of that experience, Erica is particularly conscious of how we deliver our message 
of prevention. When is a softer voice needed for learning to take place? When is some 
“upset” needed for people to be moved to do something?  

Since Erica got involved in Cherish All Children, she is much more conscious and aware 
of what’s going on around her, especially possible places and situations that might not 
be safe. Trafficking is a bigger issue than I had realized before. “I am better able to 
say something about concerns I have. I no longer let people get away with saying that 
it’s ‘no big deal’ for ‘sex workers’ to do their ‘job.’ This is harmful exploitation, and 
we can’t turn a blind eye to it.” 

Erica would love to see more people come to Cherish All Children events, to hear and 
share stories. “These are opportunities to strengthen our individual voices and our 
collective message to the community. With more people speaking about prevention, 
we can have a larger impact.” 

Thank you, Erica, for making a difference with your voice and commitment! 

Meet Gwen Kuhrt 

Written by Amy Hartman, National Director 

Gwen Kuhrt is currently serving as the Board Chair for Cherish All Children. She has 
extensive human resources experience in the corporate world, and she says, “It feels 
good to use my resources—both personal and financial—to help a cause that’s 
important and make a difference in someone’s life.” 

For Gwen, the most important aspect of Cherish All Children is getting congregations 
involved in preventing child sexual exploitation. She believes it’s important for 
congregations to show Christ’s love for our world by preventing more harm. They can 
also contribute to healing so people can get their lives back on track and have hope 
for the future. 

Since Gwen joined the Board of Directors in 2013, she has become more aware and 
informed about trafficking. She had heard about trafficking on the news before, but 
didn’t understand the specifics of it—the trauma, the recruitment tactics of 
traffickers, how youth are vulnerable.  

Gwen credits hearing real-life stories from those working with victims, such as 
Sergeant Grant Snyder of the Minneapolis Police, for helping her understand the 



insidious nature of trafficking—how an estranged child becomes prey for the 
traffickers. “This doesn’t happen somewhere else, but right here, to anyone. There is 
a whole system, an organized effort that we don’t notice that exploits children. I 
have much more compassion for those who have suffered.” 

While it can be hard to measure progress on an issue like this, Gwen has learned that 
everything we do helps, even the little things.  

Thank you, Gwen, for all you do for this mission—the big and the little things! 

Congregational Surveys Yield Interesting Snapshots 

Written by Ginny Rudloff, Minneapolis Prevention Coordinator 

In November 2015, we invited congregations to complete the annual Congregational 
Survey. Do you ever wonder what happens to your survey responses? Do they get 
examined with a microscope or are they tossed into a file for posterity?  

The truth lies somewhere in between. The annual survey gives us a partial view into 
your congregation’s prevention ministry. In some cases we learned that a new Cherish 
All Children ministry was really taking off. In others, we saw creative new activities. 
No two churches are the same. Some churches traipse along sticking with the same 
events year to year, others follow a roller coaster trail of activity and inactivity.  

Let’s take a look at two congregations. The first church, St. John Lutheran Church of 
Zimmerman, MN, just got involved with Cherish All Children about 18 months ago. In 
that short time, the congregation has started a prayer ministry, updated their safe 
church policy, and reached out to an agency serving sex trafficked children.  

St. John got started when Wanda Thorson attended a workshop at the synod assembly 
and decided that child sexual exploitation was something her church could and should 
address. Wanda and her husband attended the 2014 Cherish All Children National 
Gathering and went home believing they could make it happen in their own 
congregation.  

The congregation invited staff from Cherish All Children to do a presentation, and 
then began the work of figuring out how their congregation could incorporate 
prevention into their ministry. Wanda found other members to form a team to 
implement the prevention model (pray, educate, connect, and act). 

As noted earlier they have started off with a bang! 

Valley of Peace Lutheran Church in Golden Valley, MN has been a Cherish All Children 
congregation since the beginning. They started their ministry by matching each child 
with an adult who prays for them. Now they present letters with the name of an adult 
“pray-er” to parents at baptism, and pray for children during the Prayers of the 
People. 

Valley of Peace has introduced a variety of educational topics, preached about child 
sexual exploitation in sermons, and partnered with a local elementary school to 
provide tutors, clothes, school supplies and meals to send home for the weekend.  

This year’s annual survey indicated that Valley of Peace has a strong prevention 
ministry that begins with prayer and takes a multi-pronged approach to educate 
members, connect with others in the community, and act in the community on behalf 
of children. 

Both of these congregations are vibrant Cherish All Children ministries, AND they 



should not be used as measuring sticks for your prevention efforts. Some churches 
pray. Other churches connect with local prevention organizations. No effort aimed at 
prevention of child sexual exploitation is insignificant.  

Congregational Survey: Summary 

Written by Amy Hartman, National Director 

In the 2015 Congregational Survey, we asked congregation leaders to share what 
prevention activities they had completed during that year. We provided a list of 
possible activities, and leaders “checked-off” which ones they had done.  

Here is a list of the activities, from highest to lowest in terms of congregation 
participation: 

 Prayed for children of the congregation during the "Prayers of the People" in 
worship. 

 Prayed for Cherish All Children during the "Prayers of the People." 

 Assigned specific adults to pray regularly for specific children. 

 Made a financial contribution to Cherish All Children. 

 Invited someone to give an adult forum, temple talk, or other educational 
event about Cherish All Children to our congregation. 

 Encouraged congregation members to receive the Wednesday Prayer. 

 Provided at least one educational event about preventing child sexual abuse 
and/or exploitation. 

 Provided "Prayers for Cherishing Children" booklets to members. 

 Heard about preventing child sexual abuse and/or exploitation in at least 
one sermon. 

 Updated and re-adopted "safe church" policies. 

 Done a service project in support of an organization that serves sexually 
abused or trafficked children. 

 Encouraged members to attend an event sponsored by Cherish All Children. 

 Developed a relationship with an organization that serves sex trafficking 
victims. 

 Made a financial contribution to an organization that serves sexually abuse 
or trafficked children. 

 Developed a relationship with an organization in our community that works 
to prevent child sexual abuse and/or exploitation. 

 Posted the Wednesday Prayer where congregation members can see it. 

 Written letters to legislators, urging them to do what they can to prevent 
child sexual exploitation. 

 Encouraged members of the congregation to receive the "E-Quipped for 
Prevention" newsletter. 

 Provided at least one educational event about internet/social media safety. 

 Posted our "safe church" policies so everyone can see them. 

 Written letters or signed petitions regarding products, advertising, or other 
business practices which exploit children. 

 Prayed to "End Demand" during the "Prayers of the People." 

 Invited members of the congregation to pray to "End Demand" as a part of 
their personal prayer. 

 Paid for members of our pastoral and program staff to attend a training on 



how to prevent child sexual abuse and/or exploitation. 

 Adopted "safe church" policies for the first time. 

 Included "how to respond to a sex offender who wants to join the 
congregation" in our "safe church" policies. 

 Provided the Wednesday Prayer as a bulletin insert. 

 Joined a local anti-trafficking coalition or consortium to stay up-to-date on 
legislative campaigns and local issues. 

 Attended a "Day on the Hill" to visit state legislators to express support for 
anti-trafficking legislation. 

Here are the trends we noted: 

Praying for children and this ministry continues to be strong. 

Compared to last year, 2015 showed a stronger effort on letters to legislators, letters 
regarding business practices, service projects for trafficked youth, Cherish All 
Children presentations in congregations, and postings of “safe church” policies. 

It seems that more support is needed to increase participation in training for staff, 
the “End Demand” prayer campaign, policies regarding sex offenders, local coalitions, 
and legislative visits. 

Thank you for filling out the survey. It tells us what is working or not working for you 
and will assist us as we plan for future activities and training. 

Find your congregation…  

Written by Amy Hartman, National Director 

Below are highlights from congregations which completed the survey, but may not be 
mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter. Most of these congregations did more than 
one activity, but for brevity, I am just sharing one. Praise the Lord for all these 
amazing actions on behalf of children!  

Did your congregation do something but you’re not on this list? Take a few minutes 
now to take the 2015 Congregation Survey. Just click here. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Falconer, NY provided an educational event on the 
topic of internet/social media safety. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Penfield, OH prayed one of the prayers from the 
Prayers for Cherishing Children booklet every Wednesday in their prayer group.  

Central Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, MN prayed for Cherish All Children during 
the "Prayers of the People." 

Christ Lutheran Church on Capitol Hill in St. Paul, MN pastoral staff and Youth & 
Education Committee members attended a "Safeguarding God's Children" workshop 
with the intent to address policies here in 2016.  

Good Hope Lutheran Church in Bucyrus, OH paid for members of their pastoral and 
program staff to attend a training on how to prevent child sexual abuse and/or 
exploitation.  

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Ashland, WI wrote letters to their legislators in 
support of “Safe Harbor” legislation. 

Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jamestown, NY prayed on Superbowl 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GBZWWS2


Sunday that sexual abuse and trafficking would stop throughout the US and world. 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Buffalo, NY "clothed" teddy bears in prayer shawls, 
attached a prayer, and delivered them to the Child Advocacy Center, to be given to 
the children there. They also heard a representative of that organization speak about 
their programs. 

Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, MN hosted an “End the Demand” 
event to raise awareness of the role of “demand” in trafficking and what people can 
do about it. 

Mount Calvary Lutheran Church in Excelsior, MN helped clean and prepare Lutheran 
Social Services transitional housing, so that young people trying to no longer be 
homeless could live there. 

Mount Olivet Lutheran Church in Plymouth, MN hosted a “Breaking the Silence” 
event for the community, featuring local experts who shared the realities of 
trafficking and what congregation members can do about it. 

Olivet Lutheran Church in Sylvania, OH heard about preventing child sexual 
exploitation in at least one sermon this year. 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in East Bethel, MN posted their “safe church” policies 
so everyone can see them. 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, MN developed a relationship with an 
organization that serves sex trafficking victims. They provided a baby shower and 
weekly snacks to a local survivor support group.  

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Fulton, NY regularly supported their local Child 
Advocacy Center with snacks, books and small toys for the children who enter the 
center. 

Redeemer Lutheran Church in Toledo, OH joined a local anti-trafficking coalition to 
stay informed and get involved in community activities. 

Salem English Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, MN provided at least one 
educational event about preventing child sexual abuse and/or exploitation  

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church and St. John’s Episcopal Church in 
Wellsville, NY organized a community coalition (VOICE) to address child sexual abuse. 
They invited the local elementary school principal talk about child protections 
systems they have in place. 

St. Lucas Lutheran Church in Toledo, OH prayed to “end demand” during the 
Prayers of the People in worship. 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Bowling Green, OH attended a "Day on the Hill" to 
visit state legislators to express support for anti-trafficking legislation. 

St. Martin Lutheran Church in North Tonawanda, NY wrote letters to legislators, 
urging them to do what they can to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church in Forrest, IL invited members of the congregation to pray 
to "End Demand" as a part of their personal prayer. 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Liverpool, NY made a financial contribution to Cherish 
All Children. 

St. Peter Lutheran Church in Norwalk, OH invited someone to give an adult forum, 
temple talk, or other educational event about Cherish All Children to their 



congregation. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Charlotte, NC made a financial contribution to an 
organization that serves sexually abuse or trafficked children.  

St. Timothy Lutheran Church in North Greenbush, NY participated in the “Walk a 
Mile in Her Shoes” event to raise money for a local sexual assault recovery center. 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church in Grand Island, NY prayed for children of the 
congregation during the "Prayers of the People" in worship.  

Trinity Lutheran Congregation in Minneapolis, MN included "how to respond to a sex 
offender who wants to join the congregation" in our "safe church" policies. 

University Lutheran Church of Hope in Minneapolis, MN wrote letters or signed 
petitions regarding products, advertising, or other business practices which exploit 
children. 

Zion Lutheran Church in Waterville, OH made a financial contribution to an 
organization that serves sexually abused or trafficked children. 

Zion Lutheran Church in Brantwood, WI provided the Wednesday Prayer as a bulletin 
insert;  

Zoar Lutheran Church in Perrysburg, OH assigned specific adults to pray regularly 
for specific children. 

Amazing work everyone! Thank you! 

Winners! 

Written by Ginny Rudloff, Minneapolis Prevention Coordinator 

Congratulations to Transfiguration Lutheran Church in Bloomington, MN and Faith 
Lilac Way Lutheran Church in Robbinsdale, MN!  

All congregations who completed the annual survey had their names entered into a 
drawing for 50 copies of Prayers for Cherishing Children II. These two congregations 
won the drawing. 

Both congregations have engaged in prevention in a variety of ways for years. 
Transfiguration works with a local youth shelter and did a Caring Neighbors project for 
a women’s shelter which also runs a hotline for trafficked youth.  

Faith-Lilac Way has a long running prayer ministry which includes specific adults 
praying for specific children, congregational prayer, integration of the Wednesday 
Prayer, and most recently encouraging members to pray to “end the demand.” 

Thank you both for your dedication to the safety of children in your care and in the 
community at large. 

Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church 

Written by Erica Larson, E-Quipped Coordinator 

Every December at Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church in south Minneapolis, the space 
under the Christmas tree in the narthex is filled with new, unwrapped gifts for 
children who receive services and care from St. Joseph's Home for Children. St. 
Joseph’s serves children and their families by addressing immediate needs for shelter 



and stability and offering long-term solutions to emotional and behavioral issues. 

Several years ago, part of the Sunday School offerings at Lake Nokomis were 
designated for St. Joseph’s, and it has now become tradition to designate the 
September – December Sunday School offerings for this worthy cause.  

Every week, Sunday School offerings are tracked on a sign board so that the children 
can see their progress. Congregation members contribute additional funds, with 
support from a Thrivent Action Team.  

The 5-6th grade Sunday School children then have a shopping day, heading to the local 
Target to use all of the money collected to purchase gifts for the children and teens 
who are living at St. Joseph’s Home for Children. The children are always excited to 
bring happiness to other kids during the Christmas season! 

The St. Joseph’s gift program is just one of the ways that Lake Nokomis Lutheran is 
participating in primary prevention activities that help strengthen families, and 
provide basic necessities for children and families in crisis or in need. Other activities 
in which the congregation is involved include: 

 The Sandwich Project: Congregation members of all ages gather to make 300 to 
600 sandwiches that are distributed to local food shelves and homeless shelters. 

 Loaves and Fishes: Five or six times a year, the congregation prepares and serves 
the meal at Loaves and Fishes, a nonprofit meal program in Minnesota that serves 
hot meals for those in need. 

 Families Moving Forward: Beacon Interfaith Housing Collaborative’s Families 
Moving Forward program offers families experiencing homelessness hospitality, 
emergency shelter, and a path to home with support for stability. Congregations 
throughout the Twin Cities create shelter space at their congregation sites for 
families to stay for one week.  

In addition to a safe place to sleep and a warm meal, volunteers share kindness 
and compassion with families experiencing homelessness. Even the children and 
youth at Lake Nokomis get involved in setting up for the week of hospitality, 
participating in evening activities and spending time with the families and children 
who are being hosted for the week.  

 Putting together School Kits and Hygiene Kits: At least once a year, congregation 
members collect supplies for school kits or hygiene kits that are given to local 
schools or organizations working with those who are vulnerable. 

 Intergenerational Ministry: The philosophy of the congregation is to do as much 
intergenerational ministry as possible. Whenever it makes sense to do so, the 
ministries and events of the congregation include people of all ages coming 
together, fostering positive relationships between children and adults.  

 Weekly Prayers for Children: Every Sunday during the “Prayers of the People,” 
Lake Nokomis prays for all children, and specifically for those who are celebrating 
their baptismal anniversary during the upcoming week. 

Search Institute has identified 40 Developmental Assets for Adolescents that are 
building blocks that help them grow to be healthy, caring, and responsible people. 
Some of those assets include family support, other adult relationships, caring 
neighborhoods, being valued by adults in the community, being given useful roles in 
the community, and being of service to others.  

http://www.search-institute.org/research/developmental-assets


The more assets children have, the more likely they are to do well in school, take 
care of their own health, and make wise decisions; and, the less likely they are to 
participate in alcohol, drug, and tobacco use, engage in violent and anti-social 
behaviors, or report being depressed or attempting suicide. 

A world filled with healthy children who feel loved and cared for by their community 
is a primary way that congregations can help prevent child sexual exploitation. By 
engaging in these ministries in the congregation, Lake Nokomis hopes that it is not 
only creating a safer community for the children and youth in its midst, but also for 
those in the wider community who need additional support and care.  

Cherish All Children 

Cherish All Children is an ELCA ministry that equips congregations  
to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

Follow us on Facebook. 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend 
to, discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 
 

Cherish All Children  
PO Box 583772 

Minneapolis, MN 55458-3772  
www.cherishchildren.org 

 

https://www.facebook.com/cherishallchildren
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation
http://www.cherishchildren.org/

