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Act: Support Public Policies to Address Child Sex Trafficking 

Written by Amy Hartman, National Director 

Supporting public policies to address child sex trafficking is one way to actively 
involve members of your congregation. This article provides several ways you can get 
more informed about current public policy initiatives and get involved. 

Lutheran Office for Public Policy in Wisconsin (LOPPW) 

Cherish All Children has been working with LOPPW (http://www.loppw.org/) to 
promote “Safe Harbor” legislation in Wisconsin. Earlier this year we held a letter-
writing event in Menomonie and a rally in Madison to visit legislators. 

Here is a recent press release by Pastor Cindy Crane, Director of LOPPW, about this 
legislation: http://www.thewheelerreport.com/wheeler_docs/files/1105lofpp.pdf  

For more information or to send a letter to your Wisconsin state senator or 
assemblyperson, go to 
https://secure2.convio.net/elca/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=48
3 

Polaris Project 
(This information is directly from https://polarisproject.org) 

Polaris works to ensure that the U.S. government prioritizes efforts to eradicate all 
forms of human trafficking and protect victims of this crime at home and abroad. We 
build government support for promising practices in our field, including anti-
trafficking hotlines, the development of data standards and data-sharing, and 
protection policies for victims and vulnerable populations. Their public policy focus 
drives legal and regulatory changes that enable the United States and international 
governments to better protect victim populations, reduce worker vulnerability, 
increase support to survivors and increase human trafficking investigations. 
(https://polarisproject.org/policy-legislation) 

 Take action to support critical legislation: https://polarisproject.org/action 

 Learn more about this legislation: https://polarisproject.org/policy-priorities 

 Read analyses of state anti-trafficking laws and model legislation: 
https://polarisproject.org/state-laws-issue-briefs 

 Read the foundational federal anti-trafficking laws: 
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https://polarisproject.org/current-federal-laws 

Shared Hope International 
(This information is taken directly from http://sharedhope.org) 

Shared Hope International is dedicated to bringing an end to sex trafficking through 
our three-pronged approach – prevent, restore, and bring justice.  

Their justice initiatives accelerate legislative and policy solutions to combat injustice 
and protect victims: http://sharedhope.org/what-we-do/bring-justice/ 

They are committed to bringing justice to victims of sex trafficking by supporting the 
development of global, federal, and state policies and legislation:  
http://sharedhope.org/what-we-do/bring-justice/policy-development/ 

[You can] advocate for improvements in public justice systems by contacting policy 
leaders and media outlets about sex trafficking laws in your state”: 
http://sharedhope.org/what-we-do/bring-justice/legislative-action-center/ 

[You can] monitor and support pending state and federal legislation related to 
domestic minor sex trafficking”: http://sharedhope.org/what-we-do/bring-
justice/bill-tracking/ 

Act: Sign a petition to the Associated Press 

Written by Amy Hartman, National Director 

How we talk about child victims of sex trafficking matters! The Human Rights Project 
for Girls (Rights4Girls) has created an online petition, asking the Associated Press to 
stop using the phrase “child prostitute.”  

The words of a young woman who was trafficked: 

I was not a child prostitute or child sex worker. I was a victim and survivor of 
child rape. And so are the other kids out there now who are being bought and 
sold for sex. They are victims and survivors of child rape. 

But, too often, when the media reports on child sex trafficking, or attempts to 
tell our stories, the way we are described mislead the public about what is 
happening to trafficked children. 

To add your name to this petition, go to: https://www.change.org/p/associated-
press-stop-using-the-term-child-prostitute-2 

Based in Washington, D.C., Rights4Girls works to make the lives of U.S. young women 
and girls a human rights priority. We advocate for the dignity and personhood of 
young women and girls—so that every girl may possess the right to be safe and live a 
life free of violence and exploitation. For more information, go to: 
www.rights4girls.org/ 
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End the Demand: One Congregation’s Response 

 Written by Ginny Rudloff, Minneapolis Prevention Coordinator 

How can your congregation start a conversation about “ending the demand” for sex 
trafficking? Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church (http://www.lakenokomischurch.org/) in 
Minneapolis decided to tackle this issue by holding a community forum where 
community leaders talked about efforts to protect victims of sex trafficking and arrest 
those who victimize youth and profit from it. 

On Sunday, October 11, members of Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church welcomed 
members of the community to a forum on sex trafficking. Quisha Stewart and Kristy 
Collier, West Metro Safe Harbor representatives (http://www.thelinkmn.org/safe-
harbor) gave an overview of how Safe Harbor legislation has allowed girls to escape 
from sex trafficking and participate in programs which help them heal.  

Stewart is the director of Passageways, a Safe Harbor shelter for girls and boys. 
Passageways provides shelter, mental health support, case management, and 
educational opportunities. Collier, the Safe Harbor West Metro Navigator, is the point 
person for youth who have been sexually exploited. She refers youth to shelter and 
services, and is the local “expert” on sexual exploitation. 

Sgt. Grant Snyder, the Minneapolis Police Department’s lead investigator on sex 
trafficking crimes, described how traffickers lure children into trafficking and then 
keep them engaged through shame, fear, dependence, and addiction. He described 
how developing a relationship with youth is the key to winning their trust and 
eventually helping them. They have been trained to not trust the police and to fear 
repercussions from pimps if they give the police any information. 

Asked what communities can do to end the demand, all three speakers agreed that 
we need to raise boys who love and respect women and will act as allies in the fight 
against sex traffickers. Sgt. Snyder also said we need to understand more about the 
link between pornography and prostitution. Challenging the need for pornography also 
challenges the need for sexual exploitation. 

Collier suggested that everyone see the movie, The Mask You Live In 
(http://therepresentationproject.org/film/the-mask-you-live-in/)  to understand how 
the messages we give boys from early childhood on create a narrow definition of 
masculinity which often masks feelings, views girls as sex objects to be used by boys, 
and causes them to live in fear of being unmasked. 

The speakers stated that Safe Harbor legislation is only one step in the process to end 
the demand.  When youth can find a safe way out of trafficking and begin the process 
of healing and when traffickers and buyers are punished to the full extent of the law, 
it is the beginning of a transformative process designed to protect children and hold 
those who would exploit them accountable. 

Participants in the forum were asked to fill out a checklist indicating ways in which 
they would like to work to prevent child exploitation and end the demand. 
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End Demand Illinois 

Written by Ginny Rudloff, Minneapolis Prevention Coordinator 

Illinois started its End Demand Illinois (EDI) (http://www.enddemandillinois.org/) 
campaign in 2009. The stated purpose of the group was to end the routine arrest and 
re-arrest of people impacted by the sex trade. They advocated for and won passage of 
laws that allow law enforcement to begin arresting, charging, and prosecuting pimps, 
traffickers, and customers (johns) who create the demand for the sex trade. 

Starting with three goals, the campaign is working to 

1. Hold traffickers, pimps, and people who buy commercial sex accountable and 
deter them from future trafficking offenses. 

2. Provide comprehensive support services to victims of sex trafficking. 

3. Educate state residents, elected officials, policy makers, and others about the 
realities of sex trafficking. Move them to take action against sexual 
exploitation. 

To date, the campaign has passed six laws in six years. Illinois passed the first law in 
the nation making minors immune from prosecution for prostitution. Law enforcement 
officers are required to file a report of human trafficking when they encounter minors 
in prostitution. Prostitution-related offenses targeting pimps and johns were 
enhanced from misdemeanors to felonies and buying sex from a child under 18 is now 
a class 4 felony. Victims can now ask a judge to vacate past convictions that resulted 
from human trafficking. EDI also advocated for the legislature to create a special fund 
for survivors of sex trafficking. 

EDI also created a public ad campaign to educate communities about sex trafficking 
and to garner more support to end sexual exploitation. The ads can be downloaded 
free in poster form for community ad campaigns. Two public service announcements 
accompany the ads. A Chicago non-profit uses an educational curriculum to educate 
high school age boys to work against sexual exploitation. They learn about the truth 
of prostitution and are encouraged to see themselves as allies. 

One of EDI’s partners, the Chicago Alliance Against Sexual Exploitation 
(http://caase.org/) conducted a study to measure the cognitive and behavioral 
patterns of men who purchase sex. The study produced the report “Deconstructing 
the Demand for Prostitution” (http://caase.org/research) which generated 12 
recommendations in 3 categories: prevention, community action, and intervention. 

In 2015 EDI announced that it was hiring a human trafficking coordinator to 
implement statewide training on human trafficking and prostitution laws.  

Good work, Illinois! We hope to learn more as the project continues. 
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The Mask You Live In 

Written by Ginny Rudloff, Minneapolis Prevention Coordinator 

What do strict definitions of appropriate male behavior, bullying, male sports, 
pornography, and video games have in common? According to a movie by The 
Representation Project (http://therepresentationproject.org/) all these elements 
combine to create a narrow definition of masculinity in which our boys maneuver 
their way to adulthood.  

In The Mask You Live In (http://therepresentationproject.org/film/the-mask-you-live-
in/) we follow boys as they struggle to stay true to themselves while trying to hide 
within that narrative that says boys should be tough, they should degrade and demean 
girls, and show their masculinity through use of video games and pornography. 

As a result of trying to navigate this narrow definition, boys are more likely to be 
diagnosed with a behavior disorder, prescribed stimulant medications, fail out of 
school, binge drink, commit a violent crime, and/or take their own lives. It also 
creates a culture in which women are viewed as expendable baggage to be used by 
men for their own ends and tossed away without recrimination. 

The Mask You Live In offers solutions.  See how youth leaders are working to help boys 
express their feelings, learn positive messages about women, and see themselves as 
they really are instead of a definition that limits their behavior and leads them down 
a path of destructive acts against themselves and women.  

The Representation Project also produced a film which explores how the media has 
created an image of girls that is highly sexualized, Miss Representation 
(http://therepresentationproject.org/film/miss-representation/the-issue/) shows 
how girls are led to believe that their value likes in their beauty, youth and sexuality. 
The Representation Project recommends pairing the movies, showing each movie 
about a week apart. 

Both films are available for screening, along with educational materials for your 
group. Check out the website or contact Cherish All Children to learn more. 

Taking Action Online 

Written by Erica Larson, E-Quipped Coordinator 

In August, delegates to Amnesty International’s biennial International Council Meeting 
approved a resolution authorizing Amnesty International’s International Board to 
adopt a policy calling for the full decriminalization of prostitution worldwide. The 
National Center on Sexual Exploitation (NCOSE) has been openly critical, calling this 
proposal a “gift to sex traffickers”, and asserting that decriminalization will not 
change “the essential exploitive nature of commercial sex.”  

Originally named Morality in Media, the National Center on Sexual Exploitation calls 
itself “the leading national organization opposing pornography by highlighting the 
links to sex trafficking, violence against women, child abuse, addiction and more.” 
Their mission is to expose the seamless connection between all forms of sexual 

http://therepresentationproject.org/
http://therepresentationproject.org/film/the-mask-you-live-in/
http://therepresentationproject.org/film/the-mask-you-live-in/
http://therepresentationproject.org/film/the-mask-you-live-in/
http://therepresentationproject.org/film/miss-representation/the-issue/
mailto:ahartman@cherishchildren.org?subject=Screening


exploitation.  

On August 18, 2015, 220 scholars and researchers from 20 countries joined in making a 
statement regarding Amnesty International’s stance on decriminalizing prostitution:  

“We are scholars and researchers who support the Nordic Model law on 
prostitution… In light of the documented psychological and physical harms 
caused by the sex trade, we oppose the proposed policy of Amnesty 
International, which would decriminalize pimps and sex buyers, and which fails 
to offer alternatives to prostitution. This policy would promote and expand the 
sex trade and has been shown to be associated with increased trafficking and 
increased prostitution of children and vulnerable adults based on 
race/ethnicity, sex, and poverty.”  

Read the complete document at http://prostitutionresearch.com/wp-
content/uploads/2012/01/AI-Press-Release-Petition-Aug-18-2015c.pdf. 

For more information on the Nordic Model, click here: 
http://www.equalitynow.org/sites/default/files/Nordic_Model_EN.pdf 

Go to the NCOSE website (http://endsexualexploitation.org/noamnesty/#actions) for 
ways that you can take action and make your voice heard in response to Amnesty 
International’s stance on prostitution. 

There are also opportunities for online action on a regular basis by going to Polaris 
Project (https://polarisproject.org/action), which regularly posts online petitions and 
action alerts.  

Training to Move Your Congregation Forward 

Written by Amy Hartman, National Director 

As we seek to do the work of prevention in our congregations, we soon realize that 
there is some skill involved. Whether it’s signing up people to pray for children, 
getting people to an educational event, or crafting a letter to a business about 
practices which exploit children, we all need skills in organizing a community of 
people to make something happen.   

I would like to see leaders and congregations involved in Cherish All Children receive 
training in community organizing skills, as I think we would be better equipped to 
move prevention forward in an effective, sustainable way.   

I recently had a conversation with Pastor Susan Engh, the Director of Congregation-
based Organizing for the ELCA. I shared my interest in further training for our leaders 
and participants. She shared with me the list below of skills for which people can be 
trained.  

We are currently in the process of creating our training agenda for 5th National 
Gathering, October 20-23, 2016. I would love to hear which of these skills would be 
most helpful to you. Your feedback will help in our planning. 

 Agitation: Of those with whom we're in relationship, for the sake of holding 
one another accountable to the best vision of ourselves. 
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 Creating a culture of integrity and accountability: Seems pretty self-
explanatory. Is it easy? No, but it's possible, even in "volunteer societies." 

 Effective meetings: Designing and running them so that they start, stay and 
end on time, have a clear purpose and leadership, and lead to effective action 
steps that people can be held accountable to carrying out. 

 Evaluations: Learning from our actions so that we repeat what was right, do 
other parts better next time, and so that leaders develop from constructive, 
honest feedback. 

 House meetings: Opportunities for a small group of people to gather in a 
hospitable setting to build relationships, identify common concerns, and begin 
to imagine solutions. 

 Listening campaigns: A concentrated period of time (e.g., 5-6 wks) when 
trained listeners do multiple one-to-ones and/or house meetings to learn about 
the dynamics, assets and concerns of any given congregation, organization or 
community. Out of this, strategic plans, issue identification and new leadership 
can occur, leading to future action.  

 Money: How important is it? What’s your relationship and attitude toward it? 
What if you could move from where you are to a more powerful place re: the 
role of money? 

 One-to-ones: How to have natural but uncommon conversations with people to 
learn about their self-interests and to build relationships and community, for 
the sake of getting important things done in the world.   

 Power: What role does it play in the biblical and faith tradition narrative? How 
much do you have? How much do you want? How can you exercise it faithfully? 
How does it fit into the equation of doing justice, loving mercy and walking 
humbly with God? 

 Power analysis: Mapping the roles, relationships and power dynamics that exist 
in any system, organization or community. 

 Problems vs. Issues: How to cut massive, prevailing problems (e.g., world 
hunger or domestic violence) down to “bite-sized,” actionable, winnable 
issues. 

 Propositioning: Effectively inviting people into leadership roles and activities 
that meet both their own self-interest and that of their congregation, 
organization or community.  

 Public vs. Private: Coming to terms with the different realms in which we 
move and learning not to confuse the two, so that we can be more effective 
participants in each. 

 Qualities of a leader: What characteristics ought we to be cultivating in 
ourselves and seeking in others so that people will want to join together in 
common vision and work? 

 Research visits: An adaptation of the one-to-one, where a group of leaders 



visits people in their community who can help them discern the power 
dynamics, political climate and possible solutions related to an issue that has 
been identified as of concern. 

 Self-interest: Identifying the factors that make each of us "tick" or the values, 
vision, life and motivations that we bring to bear on the decisions we make and 
the behaviors we exhibit. From a theological perspective, this is all about 
vocation: “where my deep gladness meets the world's deep hunger.” This is 
about “knowing thyself” so you’re clear about what you want to be doing, how, 
and the kinds of people you want with you. 

 Team development: Building a core team of leaders (in various settings) who 
throw their lots in with one another for the sake of a shared vision. 

 Turn-out: Setting realistic goals for the numbers of people you want to come 
to meetings and other events. Then, meeting those goals and creating real 
power-in-numbers and energy to do the work that results. 

Encouragement Circles – Just for you! 

Getting your congregation involved in preventing child sexual exploitation can be 
challenging. One way to help yourself stay focused and energized and healthy is to be 
in an “Encouragement Circle.”  

An Encouragement Circle is 4-5 people who get-together by phone once a month. Each 
participant has an opportunity to share a joy, frustration, challenge, or idea and then 
ask the group for whatever help is needed. “Help” may be a listening ear, prayer, 
ideas, strategies, encouragement – the participant decides what he/she needs from 
the others in the group.  

Interested? Contact ahartman@cherishchildren.org for more information. 

Cherish All Children 

Cherish All Children is an ELCA ministry that equips congregations  
to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

Follow us on Facebook. 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend 
to, discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 
 

Cherish All Children  
PO Box 583772 

Minneapolis, MN 55458-3772  
www.cherishchildren.org 
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