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“Mobilize Prayer - End Demand” Campaign Kick-off 

Written by Amy Hartman, National Director 

This month, Cherish All Children begins our “End Demand” campaign. How? With 
prayer of course! Thus… Mobilize Prayer – End Demand! 

Around the world, people are working to “end the demand” for sex trafficking. To 
join this effort, Cherish All Children is starting our own special effort to raise 
awareness of the “buyers” role in perpetrating this crime against women and children 
and perpetuating the existence of sex trafficking. If there weren’t a demand for 
women and children, there wouldn’t be a system of traffickers to recruit and exploit 
a supply of women and children. 

For the next year, maybe longer, I invite you and your congregation to “Mobilize 
Prayer – End Demand.” On the  

Second Sunday of the month (during the Prayers of the People)  

and the 

Third Tuesday at 2:00 pm (your time zone), 

please pray the following prayer: 

Gracious and holy God, we hear the cries of your exploited children, and we 
want to end the violence and suffering inflicted upon them. Help us do what 
we can so children are not exploited and enslaved. Bring your healing into the 
lives of those who have been exploited. 

We also pray for those who buy children, that they may be held accountable 
for their actions and learn how to live their lives with honor and respect for 
all children.  

We pray for those who are thinking of buying a child, that there would be 
intervention and support so they do not follow through on their thoughts.  

We pray for those whose behaviors are rooted in being abused themselves as 
children, that they would have healing so that the cycle of abuse does not 
continue.  

We pray for those who buy children because of the culture in which they are 
living, that they would learn to honor the rights of children, no matter where 



they live.  

Give us courage, God, to speak these truths, seek justice, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with you. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Today is the third Tuesday, so you can get started right away! 2:00 
pm, your time zone. Take a few minutes to pray. Thank you! 

Why do we pray for children? 

Written by Erica Larson, E-Quipped Coordinator 

Cherish All Children also asks individuals and congregations to intentionally pray for 
children. Prayer is a concrete, hands-on way for us to deepen our relationship with 
children and with God.  

As reflected by Roland Martinson, Professor Emeritus of Children, Youth, and Family 
Ministry at Luther Seminary, “Every child is a reflection of the heart of God. At the 
core, at the heart of youth and family ministry, will not be programs, will not be new 
structures, will not be new technology. At the core will be entering deeply into these 
relationships with God and each other. It will mean looking into young people’s faces 
as though they are actually there. This ministry is going to be counter-cultural; it will 
take time in a world that doesn’t have enough time.” (From an article entitled, 
"Getting to All God's Kids")  

Amy Hartman adds, “This sums up praying for the children in our lives beautifully. As 
we pray for a child, we enter more deeply into a relationship with God, the one who 
loves us greatly as God’s own children. As we pray for a child, we see the beauty of a 
child AND the reality of a child’s life, what he or she is facing, and can bring those 
concerns to God. As we pray for a child, we enter into God’s time and Spirit, knowing 
that God is with us, with that child, for ‘the kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these.’(Luke 18:16).”  

(From page 5 of the Prayer section of the Cherish All Children Congregational 
Manual) 

Prayer Resource: The Wednesday Prayer 

Looking for a resource to help your prayer life? The Wednesday Prayer is a brief 
reflection and prayer, often based upon one of the lectionary readings for the 
following Sunday. It is an opportunity to be renewed and strengthened through God's 
Word and prayer for carrying out the mission to prevent child sexual exploitation.  

Below is the July 15 Wednesday Prayer, written by Jodi Emerson, Director of 
Development for Fierce Freedom, a nonprofit organization based in Eau Claire, WI: 

"Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my 
pasture!" declares the LORD. Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, 
says to the shepherds who tend my people: "Because you have scattered my 
flock and driven them away and have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow 
punishment on you for the evil you have done," declares the LORD. "I myself will 
gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have driven 

http://www2.ptsem.edu/uploadedFiles/IYM/YCCL/Martinson-Getting.pdf
http://www.cherishallchildren.org/ministry-planning
http://www.cherishallchildren.org/ministry-planning
http://www.fiercefreedom.org/


them and will bring them back to their pasture, where they will be fruitful and 
increase in number. I will place shepherds over them who will tend them, and 
they will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be missing," declares the 
LORD. 

Jeremiah 23:1-4  

When reading verses like this, where do you see yourself? Are you one of those who 
is destroying and scattering sheep, or are you one of the missing and terrified 
sheep? Or maybe you are one of the shepherds whom God has placed to tend his 
flocks? 

None of us want to see ourselves in the role of scattering God's flock, but perhaps 
we are scattering by judging those that come through the doors of our church. We 
scatter His flock by turning a blind eye to many evils in this world. Unless we are 
actively caring for those who are in need (including those that are poor, homeless 
and/or victims of sexual exploitation), we are scattering God's flock.  

Perhaps you are one of the missing and terrified sheep who is talked about in this 
passage. When I read this, I see these sheep not only as those that have fallen 
victim to human trafficking and sexual exploitation but also those that perpetuate 
these situations by viewing pornography, frequenting strip clubs, and paying for 
sexual acts. It is easy to be angry at those who exploit others, but we also need to 
show them mercy. So often sexual addiction is a factor, and we need to make sure 
that people are getting the help they need, not just the judgment that comes 
naturally for so many of us.  

God showed us mercy when he sent Jesus to pay for our sins; if we are truly 
servants of God, we need to show that mercy to others as well. 

The final group this passage discusses are the shepherds whom God places over the 
scattered flocks. We can all be a part of this group, but you don't have to quit your 
job and open a rescue home. If you feel that God is calling you to do that, by all 
means listen to Him, but you don't have to change your life to be a shepherd.  

Simply use your sphere of influence. Talk about trafficking and sexual exploitation 
with friends, family, and with those you work. Write to your elected officials and 
implore them to pass laws that help victims of trafficking. Talk to your local school 
leaders and ask them to educate students about trafficking and sexual 
exploitation. Volunteer at places that serve the downtrodden and oppressed.  

While Jeremiah 23:1-4 talks about the punishment God will bring on those who 
destroy his flocks, the bigger message illustrates the love and tenderness that God 
has for those who have been harmed. Like the scattered sheep, those who have 
been sexually exploited are under God's love and protection and will hopefully feel 
His love and care.  

Heavenly Father, thank you for the love you place over all your children. Help 
us to speak up for those who do not have a voice and be the shepherds to the 
scattered flocks in this world. Whether they know your love or not, allow us to 
have your light shine through us so that they may come to know you. We crave 
a day when people are no longer afraid and we ask that you use each of us to 
make that a reality. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 



 
Click here to sign up for the weekly Wednesday Prayer. At the same time, you can 
also sign up to receive E-quipped for Prevention and Minneapolis Area Synod Updates 
via email.  

Prayers for Cherishing Children 

Written by Erica Larson, E-Quipped Coordinator  

A wonderful way to get congregations and communities praying for children on a 
regular basis is to utilize two prayer booklets available on our website.  

Prayers for Cherishing Children was our first collection of prayers on behalf of 
children, youth, and young adults for each day of the month. Prayers were written by 
Nancy Rogness.  

Prayers for Cherishing Children: Book II is the second collection of prayers on behalf 
of children, youth, and young adults for each day of the month. Prayers were 
provided by congregations involved in the Cherish All Children ministry.  

Both booklets have a page of prayers for each day of the month, with a specific 
prayer for a particular age group of children, youth, and young adults (birth – 2 years, 
3 – 5 years, kindergarten – 2nd grade, 3rd – 5th grade, middle school years, high school 
years, ages 18 – 22 years, and ages 23 – 25 years.) 

There are many creative ways that congregations and communities can utilize Prayers 
for Cherishing Children: 

 Invite small groups to pray each time they meet, using one of the pages from 
the booklets. This could be done by confirmation groups, women’s circles, 
adult Bible study groups, men’s groups and more. At Lake Nokomis Lutheran 
Church in Minneapolis, MN, the confirmation girls’ small group prays each week 
for children and each other by using Prayers for Cherishing Children, and it 
serves as a powerful reminder to love and care for one another! 

 Use one of the prayer petitions from the booklets in the Prayers of the People 
during congregational worship. 

 Hand out a list of the names of all children, youth, and young adults in the 
congregation along with a copy of the prayer booklets, and ask people to pray 
for a handful of children by name each day of the week. It might be helpful to 
keep a list of those who are praying, so that updated lists could be handed out 
on a yearly basis. 

 Ask the pastor to pray from the pulpit utilizing a page from one of the 
booklets. 

 Have the church council pray for children during every council meeting.  

 Assign a specific child to individual members of the congregation, and ask them 
to pray daily for that child, using one of the booklets. 

What do you do when you reach the end of the booklet? You go back to the beginning 
and start again! You are welcome to download the pdf's of these booklets for use in 
your congregation. 

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001XWTM8Vlkw3bpfQZG342KQzSLdgIxqbVk0rfJwag-RqmQszB8EZt0tMsH7v_d9Mhn5KCcQ8-NtwdlKoaxUGbzEQmh-2tIxAomGFx6Qi_0RpAKre5zlrkYGkTsUb-acW0qL6nJqbsG3zQ97mzlN4TYp1uR3vSlOA9Zb1cEJvkM2Mc%3D
http://www.cherishallchildren.org/prayers-for-cherishing-children
http://www.cherishallchildren.org/prayers-for-cherishing-children


Prayers Around the Web 

Written by Erica Larson, E-Quipped Coordinator 

There are multiple organizations involved in the work of preventing child sexual 
exploitation and ending all forms of human trafficking, exploitation, and abuse. Many 
of them have meaningful prayers and resources that congregations can tap into and 
utilize in their Cherish All Children ministry. 

From Beliefnet: Inspire Your Everyday: 

Sexual Abuse – a Prayer for Victims 

God, we pray for victims of sexual abuse. We pray for healing. We pray for 
deep comfort. We pray that you will restore what has been stolen and broken. 
While you do not alter history, you reveal your love in the present and the 
future. What seems hopelessly shattered, in you can be redeemed. For the 
many millions who have been defiled in sexual abuse, show yourself to be 
loving and able – as you are willing – to give back life, and life abundant.  

Yes, there is great pain in this world. There is injustice. There is evil. We turn 
to you and cry out for help and healing. We cannot help but wonder why such 
horrible abuse happens. But we turn from “why?” and ask instead, “how?” How 
now will your perfect goodness and love find expression in the shadow of 
wickedness? God, you are good and loving and also all powerful. Yet you have 
risked giving humans the right to choose how we will live. Some choose evil. 

For those who are victims of other’s vile deeds, we ask you for grace and 
healing. For those who have suffered, come to them tenderly and with 
overwhelming and powerful love. We join Jesus and borrow his words, “Be 
freed from your suffering..” God, Heal the victims of sexual abuse, in Jesus 
name. Amen. 

From the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops:  

Prayer For Healing Victims Of Abuse 

God of endless love, 
ever caring, ever strong, 
always present, always just: 
You gave your only Son 
to save us by the blood of his cross. 

Gentle Jesus, shepherd of peace, 
join to your own suffering 
the pain of all who have been hurt 
in body, mind, and spirit 
by those who betrayed the trust placed in them. 

Hear our cries as we agonize 
over the harm done to our brothers and sisters. 
Breathe wisdom into our prayers, 
soothe restless hearts with hope, 

http://www.beliefnet.com/columnists/prayerplainandsimple/2011/07/a-prayer-for-victims-of-sexual-abuse.html
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/prayers/prayer-for-healing-victims-of-abuse.cfm


steady shaken spirits with faith: 
Show us the way to justice and wholeness, 
enlightened by truth and enfolded in your mercy. 

Holy Spirit, comforter of hearts, 
heal your people’s wounds 
and transform our brokenness. 
Grant us courage and wisdom, humility and grace, 
so that we may act with justice 
and find peace in you. 
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

From Stop Pedophiles, CA:  

Prayer for the Victim/Survivors 

Our Father in Heaven, 

We know the heart of a child can be broken by so many things: condemnation, 
grief, failure, betrayal, and especially sexual assault. Jesus, we ask you to comfort 
and restore the innocent children, as you promised in Matthew 5:4, “Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” 

For those wounded through sexual abuse, we pray for healing of their spirits, 
emotions, memories, bodies, minds and sexuality. We ask that You would cleanse 
and wash their memories of the horrors they have endured. We pray that You 
would comfort them and give them peace. We pray, Father, that you would 
surround them with wise counselors and friends who will help them walk out their 
journeys of healing. We pray that you would give them courage to speak out about 
the things that have been done to them. Father we pray for the children, that they 
would be given wisdom to know who to tell about their abuse. We pray that You 
would remove the feelings of powerlessness and the fear of the threats that have 
been told to them to keep them silent. We pray that these victims and survivors 
will be freed of shame, guilt and hatred, and that you would restore complete 
wholeness to their body, minds and emotions.  

“I have come to heal the brokenhearted and to set at liberty those who are 
bruised” – Jesus, Luke 4:18 

We thank you for your promise that, “whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that 
you have received it and it will be yours” (Mark 11:24). We pray this promise for 
those who have suffered sexual abuse – that You will give them freedom from the 
emotional, mental, spiritual, and in some cases physical scars, inflicted on them 
by sexual predators. 

We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Prayer for the Perpetrators 

Our Father in Heaven, 

We pray for those who sexually abuse children. We pray you would work in the 
hearts of the perpetrators and convict them of their sin, and awaken their 
conscience to the devastating harm their actions are causing in children’s lives. 

http://stoppedophiles.ca/prayer.html


We pray, Father, that you would expose their deeds, and that they would be 
prevented from causing further harm. 

Jesus said “woe to him through whom offenses come. It would be better for him if 
a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were thrown into the sea, than that 
he should offend one of these little ones” (Luke 17:1-2). 

But Jesus is also the great Liberator and Healer for all who repent and cry out to 
Him for the power to change. He promised, “You shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free” (John 8:32). 

For perpetrators who suffered abuse as children, we pray for healing and 
restoration. Father we pray you would free them from their anger, shame and 
bondage, and show them your path to wholeness. 

In Jesus name, we pray. Amen. 

A Nouwen Network 

By Erica Larson, E-Quipped Coordinator 

A Nouwen Network is a potential resource for those involved in any kind of prayer 
ministry, and more specifically resources on the theme of mental illness ministry, 
prayer, and spirituality. A Nouwen Network was formed when a group met together 
after realizing that many people in churches feel isolated in their efforts to support 
those whose lives are affected by mental illness. Their purpose is to encourage and 
support, within and across faith communities, attitudes of awareness, acceptance and 
respect for people whose lives are affected by mental health issues. They have a 
variety of prayer resources on topics such as mental illness, suicide, marginalized and 
at risk groups, inclusion, lament and tough times, sexual abuse, caregivers, liturgies 
and rituals.  

The following intercessory prayers have been developed as a guide for those wishing 
to hold services in support of adult survivors of child abuse. It can be used in part, or 
in its entirety. 

Prayers of Intercession 

First Voice: Grieving 

Creator God, 
We grieve with those who cannot be comforted. 
Provoke us to outrage, O God, 
that your children have been violated,  
that we have been deaf to their cried,  
slow to react,  
paralyzed by disbelief  
and complicit in evil. 

Why, God? 
Why did this happen? 

We grieve with the one who cries, 
“For as long as I remember, I’ve been hurting”. 

http://nouwen-network.com/
https://nouwennetwork1234.wordpress.com/prayers/prayer-for-the-sexually-abused/


We grieve every instance of child sexual abuse,  
emotional abuse and neglect,  
physical and spiritual abuse. 

We grieve that these wounds are carried into adulthood. 

We grieve that these wounds are sometimes fatal. 

Where are you, God? 
Where are you now? 

In spite of our grieving,  
we believe in justice. 

and we call for help. 

(Silence) 

Second Voice: Confessing 

We confess, O God,  
that sometimes the Church has not been a safe place. 

The Church has been the abuser. 

The Church has failed to provide comfort and protection. 

The Church has perpetuated hurts  
and has not taken responsibility for its actions. 

We are the Church. 

Shake us, O God, and remake us. 

We confess that too often our teaching on sexuality  
has produced hypocrisy, immaturity and deceit.  

We are the Church. 

Shake us, O God, and remake us. 

(Silence) 

Third Voice: Beseeching 

God of compassion, 
Hear the prayers of those who call to you. 

(Silence) 

Gentle Spirit, Power of God, 
We pray healing for all the damage done. 

Heal the shame, heal the fear,  
heal anxiety, heal depression  
and heal despair. 

In the name of Christ,  
the wounded one. 

We know that evil is real. 



We know that children are at risk this very day. 

Protect them. 

Help us to trust again. 

In the name of Christ,  
the wounded one. 

Bring those who have abused others t 
o a willingness to admit their wrongs  
and an openness to living their lives in a new way. 

In the name of Christ,  
the wounded one. 

Spirit of wholeness,  
We are all affected. 
Fill our lives with new courage  
and make us a community where justice can happen. 

In the name of Christ,  
the healer. 

Helper Spirit, 
We pray for carers and friends  
of those who have been harmed. 
May they receive the understanding they need,  
the support they need, the rest they need.  

In the name of Christ, 
the healer. 

When we reach out helping hands  
may our touch be always respectful. 

(Silence) 

Fourth Voice: Hoping 

God who has promised to answer prayers,  
You store our tears in a jar,  
you keep a record of our sleepless nights. 

We won’t give up. 

Giver of life, 
In you we hope. 

We are thankful for all the brave people  
who have told their stories of abuse,  
and mindful of those who are silent.  
We are thankful for all those who have listened –  

advocates, health professionals,  
support agencies, social service,  
neighbors, churches –  



We are thankful for anyone or anything  
that has helped a victim of abuse to survive,  
and mindful that sometimes there is no adequate help available.  

Giver of life, 
In you we hope. 

God of Resurrection,  
Your rule of love renews the earth. 
In your name we take part in that renewal. 
By your grace we commit  
to listening to stories of abuse,  
to restoring the fortune and rights  
of those who have been abused, ostracized, betrayed,  
to maintaining our churches as safe places,  
and, in the context of a shared struggle for justice,  
to reforming our traditions,  
our policies, practices and celebrations. 

Giver of life, 
In you we hope – 

The One who makes the dry bones to live. Amen. 

The One who makes the wilderness to bloom. Amen. 

The One who brings life out of the void. Amen. 

 
Resource: Marie M. Fortune and Joretta Marshall (eds), Forgiveness & Abuse: Jewish & 
Christian Reflections, The Haworth Pastoral Press, New York, 2002. 

How do you connect in the community? 

Send your ideas to Erica Larson, E-Quipped Coordinator (elarson@lakenokomis.org), 
by August 15 for the September 2015 issue of E-quipped for Prevention. The topic for 
September is “Connect” – building relationships and working on prevention with 
others in the community.  

Please send stories of what you have done, who you worked with, meaningful 
outcomes, and helpful tips for building relationships with others. Thank you! 

Encouragement Circles – Just for you! 

Getting your congregation involved in preventing child sexual exploitation can be 
challenging. One way to help yourself stay focused and energized and healthy is to be 
in an “Encouragement Circle.”  

An Encouragement Circle is 4-5 people who get-together by phone once a month. Each 
participant has an opportunity to share a joy, frustration, challenge, or idea and then 
ask the group for whatever help is needed. “Help” may be a listening ear, prayer, 
ideas, strategies, encouragement – the participant decides what he/she needs from 

mailto:elarson@lakenokomis.org


the others in the group.  

Interested? Contact ahartman@cherishchildren.org for more information. 

Cherish All Children 

Cherish All Children is an ELCA ministry that equips congregations  
to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

Follow us on Facebook. 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend 
to, discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 
 

You are invited to give financially to support this ministry. Donations 
are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

Are you a member of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans? You may be able 
to designate Cherish All Children to receive your Choice Dollars.  

Follow this link to learn how! 
 

Cherish All Children  
PO Box 583772 

Minneapolis, MN 55458-3772  
612.280.1259  

www.cherishchildren.org 
 

mailto:ahartman@cherishchildren.org
https://www.facebook.com/cherishallchildren
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRuRRvPzz8C-ujQElrdws5buhjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboucNgUCHF46SGlifDy0sN4Ek=&ver=3
https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/index.html
http://www.cherishchildren.org/

