
 

 

 

 

 

2014 Annual Report 
 

Cherish All Children is a national 
Lutheran ministry of prayer, 

education, relationship-building, and 
action to prevent child sexual 

exploitation. 

Dear Friends of Cherish All Children, 

Thank you for another amazing year of preventing child sexual exploitation!  

Many are familiar with Margaret Mead’s quote: Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has. 

The photos and stories in this Report represent thoughtful, committed Lutherans sharing God’s 
love in the world and doing what they can so children are cherished, not exploited.  

Thanks be to God! 

In Christ’s Service, 

Amy L. Hartman, Diaconal Minister 
National Director of Cherish All Children 

 

Northwest Synod of Wisconsin 

Six women formed a Human Trafficking Task 
Force, which will raise awareness of the issue and 
engage ELCA congregation members in advocacy on 
behalf of trafficked children. 

This is a joint effort between Cherish All Children and 
the Lutheran Office for Public Policy in Wisconsin, 
with solid support from Bishop Rick Hoyme.  

 

Pastor Diane House, Nancy Kraft, and Pastor Cindy Crane 

Amy Hartman and Dawn Wicklund 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Diane House, Robbie Joern, Dawn Wicklund 



 

On April 5, First Lutheran Church in Eau Claire, 
WI hosted a "Community Conversation" on the 
topic of human trafficking.  

Note the phone number on the bulletin board:  
1-888-3737-888, the National Human Trafficking 
Hotline. Use this number to report trafficking you 
see or suspect. Put it into your cell phone now! 

Left: Mike Henry, Lt. Ryan Dahlgren, Jodi Emerson, 
Robbie Joern, Amy Hartman  

 

 
 
At the Festival of Homiletics in 
Minneapolis, Amy Hartman had 
many conversations with people who 
are concerned about the sexual 
exploitation of children. 

 
 

Amy Hartman attended the ELCA Conference 
of Bishops in Chicago in October. She had a 
few minutes to share about Cherish All Children 
and invite further conversation with interested 
bishops. We would like to expand to more 
synods, and several bishops expressed interest 
in participating in this ministry. 

 

Amy Hartman spoke at the Chaplains for 
Children training at Gundersen National 
Child Protection Training Center. To learn 
more: 
http://www.news8000.com/news/25705976 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.news8000.com%2Fnews%2F25705976&h=dAQEfCrbg&enc=AZO1jcJd3nmHHWcpJXyg8G62i0tlvFXeOE3BG2BLfyGIMCylaPBYegNsCAfHp76uFNUJXUD46Ne-8C_PxWM8paastBD85ML2k4uZMY6iziaBfFKX8yoMLVscbIdB_VU07f3n0q4sQqaNzj44jvT76jJdUwFpAsVzpxB7gq13AmvbpA&s=1


 

Minneapolis Area Synod 
 

Ginny Rudloff joined the Cherish All Children staff as the Minneapolis 
Prevention Coordinator. She comes to this position with many years of 
experience in child advocacy. Ginny’s work is focused on working with 
congregations to strengthen their prevention efforts. 

St. John Lutheran Church  
Zimmerman, MN 

 

 
 

Wanda Thoreson spoke at the National Gathering and 
then brought her enthusiasm back to her home 
congregation. They are starting the prayer ministry, 
engaging people in legislative efforts, and looking at 
ways to support those who have been abused. 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
Minneapolis, MN 

For “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday, 
members collected household items for 
Breaking Free, an organization that 
serves trafficked youth and women.  

 

Nativity Lutheran Church 
St. Anthony, MN 

The social justice 
group at Nativity 
Lutheran sponsored a 
“Cherish All Children” 
presentation on sex 
trafficking. They are 
working on next steps 
to address this issue. 

 

Synod Events 
We participated in 
three Synod events 
to invite leaders to 
get more involved 
in prevention. 
 

Right: Ginny Rudloff 
and Doris Buerkle at 
the Synod Assembly 
 

 

Synod Women’s Convention 

Valley of Peace Lutheran Church 
Golden Valley, MN 

When a baby is baptized, the family receives a 
prayer blanket (to wrap them in the prayers of the 
congregation) along with the name of a church 
member who is praying for the child. Wonderful! 

 

St. Paul’s in Minnetonka 

 

Mt. Olive in Minneapolis 

Ginny met with members of 
29 congregations, inviting 
them to pray, educate, 
update their safe church 
policies, build relationships 
in the community, and act 
on behalf of children.  



At the synod assembly in June, Dianne 
Klafehn, shared resources and ideas. 
Congregations brought thousands of 
can tabs; half of the proceeds from the 
tabs were given to Cherish All Children. 
Thank you Upstate New York! 

 

 

Upstate New York Synod 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dianne Klafehn went to St. Andrews Lutheran 
Church in South Glens Falls, NY to speak about 
Cherish All Children in November. It was a 
wonderful time with people who have a heart 
for keeping all children safe. 

 

 

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month. Prince of 
Peace Lutheran Church in Fulton, NY designated 
the Child Advocacy Center as the focus for 
contributions during the month.  

Students created these beautifully decorated 
pinwheels. This "Pinwheel Garden" was planted to 
help raise awareness to our community of the 
various types of child abuse and the need for 
organizations such as the Child Advocacy Center. 

In May, the Women of the ELCA from 
Grace Lutheran Church in Oswego held an 
educational event "Keeping Kids Safe from 
Sexual Abuse."  
 
Speakers were from the local Child 
Advocacy Center, law enforcement, and 
county and state government. 
 

 

 
In April, the “St. Timothy’s Stompers” led by Parish Nurse 
Liz Macris, RN participated in the local “Walk A Mile In Her 
Shoes” event.  
 
They raised $673.00 to support the Sexual Assault and 
Crime Victims Assistance Program for Rensselaer County at 
Samaritan Hospital in Troy, New York. 



Northwestern Ohio Synod 
 

The Cherish All Children Synod Ministry Team is committed to partnering with congregations to 
facilitate healthy Christian relationships within their congregation and community.  

The Team is preparing a curriculum that can be used in Christian education and youth and 
family programs. This curriculum will equip a congregation’s leaders and members to:  

 share information about the prevention of child sexual exploitation; 

 assist families in protecting children; 

 foster good communication, strengthen healthy relationships, and offer opportunities for 
the faith family to care for the well-being of all of God's children.  

Watch for more information about this curriculum! 

 

In preparation for the National Gathering, Synod Ministry 
Team leaders met with Amy Hartman, visited 
congregations, and met with Second Chance, a Toledo-
based ministry to prostituted women and young people. 

Left: Dave Jerman, Amy Hartman, Pastor Chuck 
Campbell, and Heidi Gillenwater at Lutheran Church of 
the Master in Perrysburg, OH 

Below: Redeemer Lutheran Church youth program, Marge 
Reas, Pastor Lori Strang, Pastor Martin Billmeier and Amy 
at St. Lucas Lutheran Church 

   

 The National Education Team completed its work on the Congregation Manual, providiing 
the latest information, stories, and how-tos for implementing the Cherish All Children 
ministry in a congregation. Thank you Sue Hembroff, Erica Larson, Heidi Gillenwater, Dave 
Jerman, Ginny Rudloff, and Dianne Klafehn for your great work on this! 

 Through the efforts of our staff and board, 2 Kings 4:1-7 has been added to the Narrative 
Lectionary as an alternative text for one of the Sundays in the “Matthew” year. 2 Kings 4:1-
7 tells the story of a widow whose children are about to be taken into slavery. God works 
through the woman, her faith community, and neighbors to prevent that from happening.  

 The delegates at the Women of the ELCA Ninth Triennial Convention adopted a memorial 
from the Upstate New York Synodical Women’s Organization, encouraging congregations to 
review their childcare policies and provide child abuse education and prevention training for 
all staff and volunteers who have contact with children and youth. 



2014 National Gathering 

 
Lial Renewal Center in Whitehouse, OH 

 
Let your light shine! 

 
Gathering for an Encouragement Circle 

 
Learning best practices 

 
Mealtime 

 
Stewards of Children training 

The National Gathering was a transformational event! On Friday, we shared "Best Practices," 
created SMART goals for our congregations, and experienced "Encouragement Circles."  

On Saturday, we learned about abuse prevention through the "Stewards of Children” material. 
We heard from Second Chance, an organization that helps women get out of prostitution. We 
ended the day with a banquet, which included a trip to the basement due to a storm warning.  

Sunday began with participants going to three congregations in the Toledo area to share what 
they learned at the Gathering, hear about Cherish All Children activities at the congregations, 
and explore next steps. May God’s children be blessed because of our time together! 



 

Pastor Ralph Mineo 
 

Bishop Marcus Lohrmann 

 

Waiting out a storm warning 

 

Gift for Bishop Marcus 
 

Meeting at St.Lucas on Sunday morning 

 

Board Chair Shannon Berg speaking 

 

Lunch before saying farewell 



 
 

The Pasta Dinner for Team Cherish All Children 
was a big success! Lots of good food, great 
conversation, live accordion music, fun door 
prizes, interesting silent auction items, and 
most of all, a wonderful commitment to 
preventing child sexual exploitation! Many 
thanks to Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church for 
hosting the Pasta Dinner once again! 

 
 
Team Cherish All Children had a great day of 
racing on Saturday, July 12, at the Lifetime 
Fitness Triathlon in Minneapolis! Shannon, 
Gary, Megan, and Caitlin met the challenge of 
the race and shared the mission of the 
organization along the way! Go Team! 

A big THANK YOU to all the people who gave financially to Cherish All Children in 2014.  
We would like to recognize the following congregations and organizations: 

  
Thrivent Financial for support of our 2015 Caring Neighbors project and  

making ThriventChoice dollars available to our individual donors. 
 

Austin Mutual Insurance Company Foundation Northwestern Ohio Synod 
Bethlehem Lutheran – Cedar Falls, IA Our Saviour’s Women – Canby, MN 
Calvary Lutheran – Edina, MN Our Saviour’s Women – Horseheads, NY 
Church Mutual Insurance Company Scarlett Ferguson Marketing Research 
First Lutheran – Eau Claire, WI St. Barnabas Lutheran – Plymouth, MN 
First Lutheran – Prentice, WI St. John Lutheran – Zimmerman, MN 
Good Hope Lutheran – Bucyrus, OH St. Paul’s Lutheran – Minnetonka, MN 
Grace Lutheran Women – Oswego, NY St. Philip’s Lutheran – Fridley, MN 
Gundersen National Child Protection  University Lutheran Church of Hope  
    Training Center      Minneapolis, MN  
Hope Lutheran – Minneapolis Upstate New York W/ELCA 
Hudson-Mohawk Conference W/ELCA Valley of Peace Lutheran – Golden Valley, MN 
Lake Nokomis Lutheran – Minneapolis Zion Lutheran – Mt. Olive, IL 
Medtronic (employee matching) Zion Lutheran Community Fdtn – Arlington, MN 

 
Cherish All Children is a social ministry organization, affiliated with the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America. Donations to Cherish All Children are tax-deductible. 

  
 

    

Cherish All Children 
PO Box 583772 

Minneapolis, MN 55458 
612.280.1259 

www.cherishchildren.org 


