
  

Chart Your Course 
A resource to help your congregation make  

Cherish All Children plans. 
 
 

 
Celebration 
 
1. What, of the following, has your congregation already done to prevent child sexual exploitation? 

Prayer for children 
 Education to prevent child sexual exploitation 
 Safe Church policies 

Relationships built with other orgs that are involved in addressing and preventing child 
sexual exploitation 

Action campaigns/service projects to address trafficking 
 
2. Ask each member of your Team to share their favorite “Cherish All Children” moment, activity, 
learning, etc.  
3. Who are the people who have helped the ministry along the way? 
 
Take some time to remember, celebrate, and give thanks to God for what has already happened 
and who has been involved.  
 
Assets in the Congregation 
 
1.  If you are just starting the Cherish All Children ministry, what activities related to the following 
are already happening? 

Prayer for children 
 Education to prevent child sexual exploitation 
 Safe Church policies 

Relationships built with other orgs that are involved in addressing and preventing child 
sexual exploitation 

Action campaigns/service projects to address trafficking 
 
2.  Who are the key people involved in these activities? 
 
3.  What committees, teams, etc are assigned to oversee these activities? 
 
4.  What funding is available through the church budget, mission of the month, special offerings, 
etc to support these activities? 
 
Interests 
 
Have each member of your Team read the Congregation Manual.  
Ask each member: Which of the five components are most appealing to you?  
- OR –  
Conduct a survey to learn what interests congregation members. 
 



Create a Plan 
 
Taking into consideration your assets and interests, create 1-3 SMART goals for what you would like 
to see happen in the next six months. 
 
Assign tasks. Meet as often as needed to check-in on progress and move the effort forward until 
your goals are met. 
 
Need ideas? Try these! 

Prayer:  

Write the names of all the children in your congregation on small rocks. Give these to congregation 

members and ask them to pray for that child. 

Education:  

1. Hire someone to present the “Stewards of Children” material to your congregation. 

2. Host an Social Media Safety presentation for parents and youth. 

3. Host a screening of a documentary like “Rape for Profit” by Jada Pinkett Smith (see 

http://dontsellbodies.org) 

4. Suggest a book club reading of Breaking Free: True Stories of Girls Who Escaped Modern 

Slavery by Abby Sher. 

Relationship Building: 

1. Team up with your local school to find out how members of your congregation can help the 

children do their best learning (supplies, food, tutors, etc). 

2. Who does the sex-trafficking victim outreach or children’s crisis services in your area? How 

can you support their work? (i.e. Help spread the word about their services, provided needed 

supplies like hygiene products or stuffed animals). 

Action: 

1. Safe Harbor Legislation: Does your state have it? If so, what is the next step in your state? If 

not, team up with local legislative advocacy groups to get involved in letter-writing 

campaigns, phone calls, or a lobby day at the capitol! 

2. Mall Walks: Take a group to the mall to check out the stores which sell children’s clothing. Is 

the clothing age-appropriate? Are the photos on the walls showing healthy relationships or 

are the children/youth sexualized? We have sample “good job” and “please do better” 

postcards to give to store managers. 

Policies:  

Does your congregation have a “safe church” policy? If so, experts recommend reviewing them 

annually to see if they need to be updated and if they are being implemented as expected. If not, 

visit our website for many resources on how to develop your congregation’s policy. 

We would love to hear your plans, successes, and challenges! Other congregations may be able 

to learn from you! Contact your Synod Coordinator or the national office. 

www.cherishchildren.org 

http://dontsellbodies.org/
www.cherishchildren.org

