
 
 

A national Lutheran ministry of prayer, education, 
relationship-building, and action to prevent child 

sexual exploitation. 



What brings me here today… 

 Diaconal Minister 

 National Director of Cherish Our Children 

 MA from Luther Seminary (2006) 

– “Release to the Captives: Preaching on the 
System of Sexual Exploitation” 

 Sermons, other speaking 

 Peg Roberts – resource, assistance 

 Thank you – Professor David Lose 

 

 



What brings me here today… 

 Bring Christ’s light and love into a horrible 
place: child sexual exploitation 

 Engage the faith community in action to 
address and prevent child sexual 
exploitation 

 Let the world know that the church cares 
– God cares – about prevention 

 Standing on others shoulders: survivors 



Hermeneutical Lens 

 Mission of Jesus: Luke 4:16-22 

 Scripture 

– Stories and themes 

 Child sexual exploitation 

– Sex trafficking, prostitution 

– Child sexual abuse 

– Child pornography 

 Service of the church on behalf of the 
world 



Mission of Jesus 

Jesus unrolled the scroll and found the place 
where it was written: 18“The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because he has anointed 
me to bring good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim release to the 
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, 19to proclaim 
the year of the Lord’s favor.”  

Luke 4:17b-19 

 



Scripture: Stories and Themes 
2 Kings 4:1-7 A widow’s children were to be 

taken into slavery by a creditor as 
payment for a debt. She went to Elisha for 
help. He told her to collect vessels from 
her neighbors and fill them from the jar of 
oil she already owned. She filled jar after 
jar. She then sold the oil to pay off her 
debts, with extra for other living expenses. 

– Prevention of exploitation 

– God works through community 

– Prophets and good neighbors 



Scripture: Stories and Themes 

Then he took a little child and put it among 
them; and taking it in his arms, he said to 
them, “Whoever welcomes one such child 
in my name welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes not me but the 
one who sent me.” 

Mark 9:36-37 

 



People were bringing little children to him in 
order that he might touch them; and the 
disciples spoke sternly to them. But when 
Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to 
them, “Let the little children come to me; do 
not stop them; for it is to such as these that 
the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, 
whoever does not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child will never enter it.” And 
he took them up in his arms, laid his hands 
on them, and blessed them. 

Mark 10:13-16 

 

 



One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, 
we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of divination 
and brought her owners a great deal of money by 
fortune-telling. While she followed Paul and us, 
she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the 
Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of 
salvation.” She kept doing this for many days. But 
Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the 
spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to 
come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. 
But when her owners saw that their hope of 
making money was gone, they seized Paul and 
Silas and dragged them into the marketplace 
before the authorities.   Acts 16:16-19 

 



Scripture: Stories and Themes 

O God, do not keep silent;  
     be not quiet, O God, be not still. 

See how your enemies are astir,  
     how your foes rear their heads. 

With cunning they conspire against your 
people; 

     they plot against those you cherish. 

Psalm 83:1-3 (NIV) 

 

 



Scripture: Stories and Themes 

 Justice/Injustice 

 Protecting the vulnerable 

– Esther 

 Prophetic stories/passages 

– Jonah 

– Isaiah 58:9-12 

 Repairer of the breach, restorer of the streets to 
live in 

 Others? 



Child Sexual Exploitation 

 The Playground 

 Atlanta 

 Rescuing Sex Slaves in Minnesota 

 Video from ECPAT 

 StarTribune article – training hotel workers 

 StarTribune article – Hopkins cheerleader  

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWMOxWlzCxo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWMOxWlzCxo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUVl_nYyX1o
http://www.cnn.com/video/?/video/us/2012/06/19/cfp-feyerick-us-midwest-trafficking.cnn
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BmmRTjoL3R0
http://www.startribune.com/local/east/229176021.html
http://www.startribune.com/local/east/229176021.html
http://www.startribune.com/local/east/229176021.html
http://www.startribune.com/local/west/227398191.html
http://www.startribune.com/local/west/227398191.html
http://www.startribune.com/local/west/227398191.html


Service  of the Church 
 Prayer for children: public and private 

 Education 

– Prevention training for parents and others 

 Relationship-Building 

– Connecting with others in the community 

 Action 

– Legislative advocacy 

– Support organizations working to prevent and 
address sexual violence 

– Be a voice to the culture 



ELCA Message on  
Commercial Sexual Exploitation (2001) 

“Love born of faith in Jesus Christ 
calls us all to attend to, discuss,  

resist, and reject the system of 
sexual exploitation.” (pg. 1) 

 

 

Found at: www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-
Issues/Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation.aspx 

 

 

http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation.aspx
http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation.aspx
http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation.aspx
http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation.aspx
http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation.aspx
http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation.aspx
http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation.aspx
http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation.aspx
http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation.aspx
http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation.aspx
http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation.aspx


Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust 

The sexual body is never to be used as an 
object for commercial purposes, and this 
church will speak against the public 
idolatry of pleasure, freedom, and wealth 
that undergirds such practices. Especially 
deplorable is the billion-dollar global sex 
market and the economic systems that 
thrive on it, both in the United States and 
abroad. (pg. 34) 

 



Bishop Mark Hanson: 
Festival of Homiletics 2011 

“Mark Hanson, presiding bishop of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 
said Christians should let go of issues that 
‘have us wrapped up,’ such as the 
controversy surrounding gay marriage. He 
urged preachers to focus on other issues: 
ending poverty and hunger, the bullying of 
gays and lesbians, the sex trafficking of 
women and children.” 

Minneapolis StarTribune 

May 19, 2011 

http://www.startribune.com/lifestyle/122272974.html?refer=y
http://www.startribune.com/lifestyle/122272974.html?refer=y


People of Good Will 

Aside from Scripture, social statements, 
Bishop sermons… 

 Join with others of good will who are also 
working to prevent child sexual 
exploitation 

 Congregation as a good neighbor: ensure 
the well-being of your own children and 
work with others for the well-being of 
children in the community 



Reasons to give a sermon  
on this topic 

Break the silence 

– Child sexual exploitation thrives on secrecy 

– When a topic is not discussed in church, 
people are left to deal with it on their own or 
find other places to talk about it. 

– Silence increases isolation and helplessness. 

– Speaking can open the door for community 
and empowerment. 

– Speaking can allow people with common 
concerns to gather for support and action. 



“Speak metaphorically but concretely 
about the real deathliness that hovers 
over us and gnaws within us, and 
speak neither in rage nor with cheap 
grace, but with the candor born of 
anguish and passion.” 

- Walter Brueggemann 

The Prophetic Imagination 

 



Reasons to give a sermon… 

Grieve the loss 

– There is a loss: personal and communal. 

– Let people know that the faith community 
takes their deepest pain seriously. 

 

“Bringing hurt to public expression is an important 
first step in the dismantling criticism that permits 
a new reality, theological and social, to emerge.” 

Walter Brueggemann  

The Prophetic Imagination 

 



Reasons to give a sermon… 

Open up new possibilities 

– Frame the conversation  

– New life and transformation 

– Equip people for healthy relationships 

– Bring Good News to God’s world: invite the 
faithful to participate in that 

– Message to victims, families 

– Message to perpetrators 

 



Why we don’t… 

 Believe we may not know enough 

 “Sex industry” is well-funded to get out its 
message 

 Denial 

 Own involvement 

 Not ready for what might happen 

 Unclear that this is an injustice 

 Other? 

 



Caring for your congregation 

 Be prepared for issues that may surface 

 Provide awareness ahead of time 

 Understand your own pastoral care limits 
for sexual abuse counseling: Peg 

 Embed the sermon: liturgy, education, 
healing service, “safe child” policies 

 Don’t try to do too much with one sermon 

 Pay attention to the age of your audience 

 Love the people 



“If I speak in tongues of mortals and of 
angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have 
prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have 
all faith, so as to remove mountains, but 
do not have love, I am nothing.” 

1 Corinthians 13:1-2 

 



 

“If you utter what is precious, and not what 
is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. 
It is they who will turn to you, not you 
who will turn to them.”  

Jeremiah 15:19b 

 



I long to learn to be more caring in daily 
life, so that prophetic sermons obviously 
come from grace and not anger… 
Prophetic words are no longer genuine 
oracles from God if I overstate them, issue 
them without the embodied truth of God’s 
love, neglect to temper them with hope, 
or pass by the deep needs of the people 
who hear them. Again, I need to learn 
more truly to imitate Jesus. 

- Marva Dawn 

What’s the Matter with Preaching Today?  



Caring for Yourself 

 Does the sermon give you hope or 
energize you? 

 

 Emotional needs/health 

 

 Prayer/Meditation 

 

 Boundaries 

 

 



Living in the Tension 

 Varying ages of the listeners 

– Language, violence 

 Information and transformation 

 Justice issue and a personal issue 

 Systemic and individual responsibility 

 Healthy sexuality and sexual exploitation 

 To preach or not to preach 

 Others? 



“We are, then, talking about laying bare the 
joy, the pain, the issues, the alternatives 
for living offered in the text, confident that 
such preaching resonates with the 
experiences of the hearers. And I hope it 
is clear that by resonance I do not mean 
simply agreement of identification; 
resonance also includes shock, resistance, 
penitence, and transformation…” 

- Fred Craddock 

What’s the Matter with Preaching Today? 



Hope: Solution Stories 

 Connection to community: remind audiences 
that the entire community benefits from children 
who are healthy and safe; 

 Big picture thinking: highlight several very 
different programs and their solutions; 

 Necessary, not just nice: present programs as 
vital to the community; 

 Inspiring action: incorporate examples of model 
behavior; 

 “Proving” effectiveness: not necessarily having 
statistical evidence of success. 



Hope: New Life in Christ 

 

Lee Miller’s sermon 

The cross and death are not the ending to 
Jesus’ story or our story. The hope of 
resurrection and new life is a reality now 
and into eternity. 



Resources 

 Wednesday Prayer: weekly e-devotion 
and prayer focused on prevention 

 E-Quipped for Prevention: bi-monthly 
e-newsletter of ministry ideas, 
resources, training 

 Facebook page: articles, ministry 
ideas, resources 

 Preaching Circle: monthly conversation 
with other preachers 

www.cherishchildren.org 



Resources 

 Darkness to Light “Stewards of 
Children” training 

 “Safeguarding God’s Children” 
training and videos from the 
Episcopal Church 

 Minnesota Coalition Against Sexual 
Assault or similar organization for 
your state 

http://www.d2l.org/site/c.4dICIJOkGcISE/b.6035035/k.8258/Prevent_Child_Sexual_Abuse.htm
https://www.cpg.org/active-clergy/insurance/preventing-sexual-misconduct/training-resources/?ref=tabbedBanner
http://www.mncasa.org/
http://www.mncasa.org/


For more information: 

 

Amy Hartman, National Director 

Cherish Our Children 

PO Box 583772 

Minneapolis, MN 55458 

612.280.1259 

www.cherishchildren.org 


