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Synod Assemblies 
Engaging rostered leaders and laity in prevention 

This month, our E-Quipped for Prevention newsletter provides insights and ways 

for Cherish Our Children synod teams to engage others during synod assemblies. 

We hope that this will be helpful information, and that you can glean from the 

experience and expertise of others as you continue the work of prevention and 

inspire others to cherish ALL children! 

Southwestern Texas Synod  

Submitted by Rhonda Westerfield 

For the past several years, we have had a Cherish Our Children display table 

during the assembly, with a large sign and brochures available for people to take. 

Last year, we made available the “Six Weeks of Prayer” Lenten series written by 

the National Prayer Team. What has been even more effective, however, is having 

someone present to engage with people and take down their names on a contact 

list for further communication.  

In addition to being on the Southwestern Texas Synod task force for Cherish Our 

Children, I am on the Commission for Congregational Life in our synod, so I was on 

the planning team for the ELCA Glocal Mission Event in September, 2011, held in 

our synod. Amy Hartman came to help me present part of the Social Action 

workshop that was planned by the Cherish Our Children, World Hunger, Poverty, 

and Peace Not Walls task forces.  

These four components looked at these world issues and what our church is doing 

about them at the global, synod, and local congregation levels. The four task 

forces wrote descriptions of characters at risk in these areas, and participants 

were given a character and questions about what could help each situation. 

Information about each task force, and contact information, was given to 

workshop participants.  



Upstate New York Synod 

Submitted by Dianne Klafehn 

I have participated in the Upstate New York Synod Assembly's Mission Fair for 

four years. Our tables are on the first floor of the Convention Center in 

Rochester, NY, and I now have a permanent spot that is easy to see. 

I stand outside the table so I can talk to anyone passing by and I always have 

some candy available. I have made the table colorful with lots of handouts and a 

large packet filled with all of the Cherish Our Children information, which I offer 

to everyone. I have cut out blue and pink children like the logo with the website on 

it with pins so people can wear them during the assembly. I have lots of fun 

preparing this table, and I try to make it easy to manage while offering the 

maximum amount of information I can possibly get my hands on. 

At the 2011 Assembly I was asked to give a 15 minute mission talk to the entire 

group. They were featuring mission spots throughout the assembly. Mine was at 

8:30 in the morning while they were probably on their 3rd cup of coffee and I'd 

say 85% of the people were there. I was pleased with that.  

The talk included scripture verses with music and photos of children of all ages. I 

summarized the Cherish Our Children Ministry and spoke of its urgency and 

relevance today. I had the youth CONVO come up behind me as I spoke. They had 

put their names into a box. I held up the box and offered these names to be 

prayed for during and after the gathering. We ended the mission moment singing 

the Cherish Our Children Song to the tune of "Morning Has Broken". I think the 

presentation brought more people to the mission display and many more questions 

about the ministry. 

Also at the 2011 Assembly, Parish Nurse Liz Macris and I offered a 75-minute 

workshop on Cherish Our Children. About 18 people attended. I was glad to have 

Liz to work with, as I have a tendency to talk too much. I have learned that I 

need to state the facts, offer basic information, then let the participants ask 

questions. People seem much more engaged that way! 

Minneapolis Are Synod 
Submitted by Kari Christianson 

The Minneapolis Area Synod Cherish Our Children Bishop's Task Force often has 

a table in the display area of the synod assembly. This past year (2011) our table 

was among the tables for other ministries that are organized through and 

supported by our synod. While almost any table set-up can be good, those who 



toured the displays recognized that Cherish Our Children and other ministries 

were in a special area that provided information about how our synod works in the 

community. In addition to meeting many of the voting members at the assembly, 

this arrangement allowed us to learn about the programs of other ministries, 

particularly those working with social justice and global mission, and to have 

conversations about how we can work together.   

Selecting Leadership 

Submitted by Amy Hartman, National Director 

The Minneapolis Area Synod is electing a new bishop this year, so we prepared a 

list of sexual abuse prevention questions to be asked of Bishop Candidates. This 

list might be helpful for others as they search for leadership in congregations and 

synods: 

• Tell us about the congregational efforts/initiatives you’ve led to provide a 

safe place for children and adults working with children. How have you 

introduced these efforts and addressed any push back you might have 

received? 

• Are you familiar with the current policies, guidelines, etc. within the ELCA 

for dealing with pastors/other leaders charged with child sexual 

exploitation? What suggestions/recommendations might you have for 

strengthening them to better protect children from this type of abuse? 

• In the wake of the Penn State situation, how will you encourage 

congregational leaders to be trained as mandatory reporters? 

• What training have you received on the topic of preventing child sexual 

abuse/exploitation? What is one thing you learned from that training that 

you feel would be important for every congregation member to know? 

• What policies and practices are you supporting to prevent child sexual 

abuse and sexual violence throughout the lifespan? 

• What do you see as the role of faith leaders and congregations in the 

prevention of sexual harm and promotion of healthy development? 

www.cherishchildren.org 
Find current and past Wednesday Prayers, join the mailing list, catch up on other 

activities. 

Find us on Facebook 
“Like” Cherish Our Children, the Wednesday Prayer, and other links.  



In what ways are you praying for children and families? 

Send your ideas to Erica Larson, E-Quipped Coordinator (elarson@lakenokomis.org), by 
January 31 for the February 2012 issue of E-quipped for Prevention. The topic for 

February is “Prayer” – Praying for the children in our congregation and communities. 

Please send stories of ways that you or others have included prayer as a part of your 

efforts to care for and prevent the sexual exploitation of children. 

Cherish Our Children 

Cherish Our Children is a national Lutheran ministry of prayer, education, 

relationship-building, and action to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend to, 

discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 

 
You are invited to give financially to support this ministry. Thrivent 

members may designate Cherish Our Children to receive Choice Dollars. 

Donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 
 

Cherish Our Children  

PO Box 583772 

Minneapolis, MN 55458-3772  

612.280.1259  

www.cherishchildren.org 

 
 


