
 

 

E-Quipped for Prevention 
February 2012 

 
 

Stories, resources, and training for  

Cherish Our Children Leaders 

 

Prayer 
Praying for the children in our congregations and communities 

Using Prayers for Cherishing Children 
(Submitted by Pastor Pam Stalheim Lane, Minneapolis Area Synod) 

At Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church, prayer for the children has become an important 
part of the ministry. People love using the Prayers for Cherishing Children booklet from 

Cherish Our Children to pray specific prayers of protection, of encouragement, and of 

hope for a child or young person. Many people have told me that they pray for the child 

from church that they are assigned to pray for, and then they use the booklet to pray 

for their own children or grandchildren or neighbors. Our new Congregational President 

also used it for devotions at our Annual Meeting this year.   

Note: To order a pdf of the Prayers for Cherishing Children booklet, click here. 

Blanket Advent in Prayer 

(Submitted by Pastor Morris Wee, Minneapolis Area Synod) 

At Advent Lutheran Church in Maple Grove, MN, this was our second year of a program 

called “Blanket Advent in Prayer.” In October, we invited all participants, of all ages, to 

fill out a card entitled “Cherish God’s Children Prayer Card.” The card has a line for “my 

first name”, a check box for “my age”, either “under 19” or “over 19”, and a blank back on 

which the person can write a specific prayer request for these prayers. Then, in 

November, each person was asked to draw a prayer card from the basket, until all were 

gone. Then each of us prays for that person every day for the rest of the school year. 
Everyone prays, everyone is prayed for. In this way, we “Blanket Advent in Prayer.” 

Poems as Prayers for Children 

These are poems that could be used in publications, in worship, in training sessions, and as 

a part of daily prayers for children. 

 

 

 

 



We Pray for our Children  

Adapted from Ina J. Hughs  

   

We pray for our children,  
Who sneak popsicles before supper,  
Who erase holes in math workbooks,  

Who can never find their shoes.  
And we pray for those who stare at photographers from behind barbed wire,  

Who can't bound down the street in a new pair of sneakers,  
Who were born in places we wouldn't be caught dead,  

Who never go to the circus,  
Who live in an x-rated world.  

We pray for children who bring us sticky kisses and fistfuls of Dandelions,  
Who hug us in a hurry and forget their lunch money.  

We pray for those who never get dessert,  
Who have no safe blanket to drag behind them,  

Who watch their parents watch them die,  
Who can't find any bread to steal,  

Who don't have any rooms to mess up or to clean up,  
Whose pictures aren't on anybody's dresser,  

Whose monsters are real.  
We pray for children who spend all their allowance before Tuesday,  
Who throw tantrums in the grocery store and pick at their food,  

Who like ghost stories,  
Who shove dirty clothes under the bed and never rinse out the tub,  

Who get visits from the tooth fairy,  
Who don't like to be kissed in front of the carpool,  

Who squirm in church and scream in the phone,  
Whose tears we sometimes laugh at and whose smiles can make us cry.  

And we pray for those whose nightmares come in the daytime,  
Who will eat anything,  

Who have never seen a dentist,  
Who aren't spoiled by anybody,  

 who go to bed hungry and cry themselves to sleep,  
Who live and move, but have no being.  

We pray for children who want to be carried,  
And for those who will never walk, or see, or hear, or learn,  

And for those we will never give up on  
And for those who don't get a second chance.  

For these are our children.  
We pray for them. We pledge our commitment to care for them.  

We gladly accept responsibility for them.  



We will make our world a safe home for them.  
We will love them.  

Amen. 

This poem was found on the Inspirational Poems and Articles page of the Ontario 
Association for Families of Children with Communication Disorders website. (Submitted 

by Erica Larson, Minneapolis Area Synod) 

 

O GOD OF ALL CHILDREN 
by Marian Wright Edelman, found in her book Guide My Feet 

 
O God of the children of Somalia, Sarajevo, South Africa, and South Carolina, 
Of Albania, Alabama, Bosnia, and Boston, 
Of Cracow and Cairo, Chicago and Croatia, 
Help us to love and respect and protect them all. 

 

O God of Black and Brown and White and Albino children 
   and those all mixed together, 
Of children who are rich and poor and in between, 
Of children who speak English and Spanish and Russian and Hmong 
   and languages our ears cannot discern, 
Help us to love and respect and protect them all. 

 

O God of the child prodigy and the prostituted child*, 
   of the child of rapture and the child of rape, 
Of runaway or thrown away children who struggle every day 
   without parent or place or friend or future, 
Help us to love and respect and protect them all. 

 
O God of children who can walk and talk and hear and see 
   and sing and dance and jump and play and  
   of children who wish they could but can’t, 
Of children who are loved and unloved, wanted and unwanted. 
Help us to love and respect and protect them all. 

 

O God of beggar, beaten, abused, neglected, homeless, AIDS, drug, and  
   hunger-ravaged children, 
Of children who are emotionally and physically and mentally fragile, 
And of children who rebel and ridicule, torment and taunt, 
Help us to love and respect and protect them all. 

 

 



O God of children of destiny and of despair, of war and of peace, 
Of disfigured, diseased, and dying children. 
Of children without hope and of children with hope to spare and to share, 
Help us to love and respect and protect them all. 
 

* the poem originally used the phrase “child prostitute” 

(Submitted by Amy Hartman, Minneapolis Area Synod) 

 

* * * * * * * 

Looking for prayers for Lent? Click here to download a set of six “Lenten Prayers” on the 

topic of preventing child sexual exploitation, written by members of the National Prayer 

Team. Blessings on your Lenten journey! 

www.cherishchildren.org 

Find current and past Wednesday Prayers, join the mailing list, catch up on other 

activities, make a donation to support this ministry. 

Find us on Facebook 

“Like” Cherish Our Children, keep up-to-date on the latest news, read the Wednesday 
Prayer, and lots more!  

In what ways are you helping build awareness? 

Send your ideas to Erica Larson, E-Quipped Coordinator (elarson@lakenokomis.org), by 

February 29 for the March 2012 issue of E-quipped for Prevention. The topic for March 

is “Education” – building awareness of sexual exploitation.  

Please send stories of ways that you or others are educating those in your congregation 

and community in an effort to prevent the sexual exploitation of children. Thank you! 

Cherish Our Children 

Cherish Our Children is a national Lutheran ministry of prayer, education, 

relationship-building, and action to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

 
You are invited to give financially to support this ministry. Thrivent 

members may designate Cherish Our Children to receive Choice Dollars. 

Donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 
 

Cherish Our Children  
PO Box 583772 

Minneapolis, MN 55458-3772  

612.280.1259  

www.cherishchildren.org 
 


