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Did you know that April has been designated Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) in 

the United States? The goal of SAAM is to raise public awareness about sexual violence 

and to educate communities and individuals on how to prevent sexual violence. The SAAM 

website has information about the current campaign as well as resources that provide a 

framework for promoting healthy sexuality as an approach to sexual violence prevention. 

The SAAM website has a list of suggested events. Join with others, or plan an event or 

awareness activity of your own! Some events are also detailed on the Cherish Our 

Children website. There are many community events that will highlight Sexual Assault 

Awareness Month and could provide a great opportunity to connect with others who are 

interested in preventing sexual violence and exploitation: 

PreventConnect Webconference: Coaching Boys into Men: linking sports and teen 

dating violence prevention takes place on Tuesday, April 17. The ninety-minute session 

starts at 11:00 AM Pacific Standard Time. Register here.  

Eighth Annual Art of Recovery features visual and literary artwork by Minnesotans who 

have been victims of crime and have used art as a means to respond, explore, express or 

heal. The exhibition opening and artist reception takes place on Friday, April 20, 3:30-

6:30pm; and, a literary works reading featuring short stories, essays, and poetry of 

victims of crime takes place on Sunday, April 29, 1:30-3:00pm. Art of Recovery will be on 

display at Minnesota State Arts Board, Park Square Court, Suite 200, 400 Sibley Street 

in St. Paul from April 20-June 29. Contact Alicia Nichols at Alicia.nichols@state.mn.us for 

more information. 

Green Dot Bystander Training, hosted by the Sexual Violence Center, takes place at 

Cornerstone Advocacy Service in Bloomington, MN on Saturday, April 28, 9:00am – 

5:30pm. The registration deadline is Wednesday, April 18, and space is limited. Contact 

http://www.nsvrc.org/saam/sexual-assault-awareness-month-home
http://www.nsvrc.org/sites/default/files/SAAM_2012_Events-List.pdf
https://f1.ctsmemberconnect.net/garoupdb/O-0000000893/G-0000024355/docs/Root/SAAM%20Events%202012.pdf
http://preventconnect.org/2012/03/web-conference-coaching-boys-into-men/
mailto:Alicia.nichols@state.mn.us


Shereen at 612-871-5100, ext. 13 for more information.  

Demand the Change for Children Celebration takes place at the Mall of America 

Rotunda from 10:00am – 5:00pm on Saturday, April 28. This is a fun, inspirational, and 

family-friendly celebration to mobilize the community to end child sexual abuse and 

celebrate children. There will be programs and entertainment throughout the day, 

including stories of healing and inspiring acts of prevention, a wishing pond, drumming, and 

children’s activities and games.  

SOS Walk Honoring Survivors of Sexual Violence. Don’t Just Stand There…Stand 

Together! Out of Darkness into Light: Walk Honoring Survivors of Sexual Violence takes 

place on April 29, 12 noon – 1:30pm, at Hamline University, Bush Student Center Ballroom, 

1551 Hewitt Avenue, St. Paul. Registration: 651-643-3022 or sos@co.ramsey.mn.us.  

Walk a Mile in Her Shoes is the International Men’s March to stop rape, sexual assault 

and gender violence. Men literally walk one mile in women’s high heeled shoes to protest 

sexualized violence, educate their communities and raise money for chronically 

underfunded rape crisis centers, domestic violence shelters and other sexualized violence 

prevention and recovery centers. Events are taking place this spring in several states 

throughout the country. You can also learn how to organize a Walk a Mile in Her Shoes 

event in your community. 

Take Back the Night is a movement dedicated to shattering silence and stopping sexual 

violence. At the heart of Take Back the Night are local events where advocates hold 

rallies, marches, candlelight vigils, and speak outs around the globe to empower and 

support survivors, raise awareness, help those in pain, and assert that it is wrong for 

people to live in fear. Go to the Take Back the Night calendar for details about events 

taking place around the country. 

 

If you aren’t able to participate in SAAM events or activities this year…start planning 

now for how you might create awareness next year. We would love to hear your stories 
about involvement in Sexual Assault Awareness Month. Let us know what you learned 
and how you connected with others! Send your stories to Erica Larson at 
elarson@lakenokomis.org.  

 

* * * * * * * 

www.cherishchildren.org 

Find current and past Wednesday Prayers, E-Quipped for Prevention newsletters, join 

the mailing list, catch up on other activities, make a donation to support this ministry. 

Find us on Facebook 

“Like” Cherish Our Children, keep up-to-date on the latest news, and lots more!  

http://demandthechangeforchildren.wordpress.com/april-28/
mailto:sos@co.ramsey.mn.us
http://www.eventbrite.com/org/752896641?s=2701843
http://www.takebackthenight.org/calendar/index.php?cal_monthDate=2012-04
mailto:elarson@lakenokomis.org
file:///C:/Users/Amy%20Hartman/Documents/Cherish%20Our%20Children/E-Quipped/www.cherishchildren.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cherish-Our-Children/180981418631596


How have you taken action to prevent exploitation? 

Send your ideas to Erica Larson, E-Quipped Coordinator (elarson@lakenokomis.org), by 

April 30 for the May 2012 issue of E-quipped for Prevention. The topic for May is 

“Action” – God’s people in action to prevent exploitation.  

Please send stories of what you or others have done to make changes and take action in 

the community in order to prevent the sexual exploitation of children Thank you! 

Cherish Our Children 

Cherish Our Children is a national Lutheran ministry of prayer, education, 

relationship-building, and action to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend to, 

discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 

 

You are invited to give financially to support this ministry. Thrivent 

members may designate Cherish Our Children to receive Choice Dollars. 

Donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 
 

Cherish Our Children  

PO Box 583772 

Minneapolis, MN 55458-3772  

612.280.1259  

www.cherishchildren.org 

 
 

mailto:elarson@lakenokomis.org
http://www.elca.org/socialstatements/sexualexploitation/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/specialwebapp.vps?appid=eb2b05f1f0f40d1edeea4d27259defa4c95dc6cebafe577f90d5b973bb16107e5a10fdfb7f0fb15e86e6cf19f7a0045aa79dac5b44f4c80ea41cbbab8481be02
http://www.cherishchildren.org/

