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Northwestern Ohio Synod 

For this issue of E-Quipped for Prevention, we are focusing on Cherish Our Children 

efforts in the Northwestern Ohio Synod of the ELCA. Many thanks to all the people in 

this synod involved in prayer, education, relationship-building, and action to prevent child 

sexual exploitation. May God’s children be blessed and cherished through your work! 

Zoar Lutheran Church in Perrysburg, OH 

 Submitted by Pastor Ann Marshall 

When members of Zoar Lutheran Church  learned that Toledo (of which Perrysburg is a 

suburb) was ranked number one in the nation for human trafficking, a group of concerned 

members decided it was long past time for us to form a Cherish Our Children ministry.  

In the fall of 2010, a group of eclectic persons came together including three teachers, a 

state police detective, an engineer, a guardian ad litem, a children’s services social 

worker, a pastor, parents, grandparents, and at least one person who had a personal 

experience of childhood violence. Later on we added three additional folks (a nurse, a 

youth director, and the pastor) from our mission partner congregation, Redeemer 

Lutheran, located in the Toledo inner city. We created an ambitious agenda for the 

upcoming year. 

Our first focus was to develop a prayer ministry for our congregation’s children, 

something Redeemer already had done. We have over 500 kids on the membership list at 

Zoar, so this was a major undertaking. Searching for pray-ers, we did a weekend temple 

talk, had a sign-up table, volunteer forms, and information about the Cherish Our Children 

ministry. For those who wished, we provided the Prayers for Cherishing Children book. 

We continue to massage this ministry, always seeking new pray-ers. 

Our second priority was to resurrect our church’s policy of performing background 

checks for all those persons who work with children on behalf of our congregation. Such a 

policy and practice had been established several years before, but with some significant 

staff changes, implementation had lagged. We are pleased to say that we accomplished 



this before the start of the 2012 Sunday School Rally Day. 

Concerned to learn that a 2010 report estimated nearly 1,100 Ohio youths are forced into 

trafficking for sex each year, while 3,000 more are at risk of being trafficked, we 

decided to offer a seminar on human trafficking for our community. In May 2011, Dr. 

Celia Williamson, Professor at the University of Toledo, presented Human Trafficking 

101. Dr. Williamson is a nationally-known expert on the subject of domestic sex 

trafficking of minors and the founder of a local recovery house for former prostitutes. 

More than 100 people came to the presentation, some traveling more than an hour to 

attend. She permitted us to post her presentation on our website. 

Shortly after Dr. Williamson’s presentation, we set up a Cherish Our Children webpage 

on our church website, and a separate webpage with resources on human trafficking. We 

learned of a program that our local sheriff had offered for the past seven years called 

r.a.d.KIDS. r.a.d.KIDS is a personal empowerment safety program aimed at elementary-

aged children. r.a.d.KIDS (Resist Aggression Defensively) is a program which teaches 

children skills to protect themselves from abduction, violence and exploitation. The 

curriculum includes home, school, and vehicle safety; internet safety; avoiding predators 

and abductors; good, bad and uncomfortable touching; and responding to bullying. 

Nationwide, more than 250,000 children have been trained in the r.a.d.KIDS personal 

Empowerment Safety Education program. We thought this was an excellent program and 

offered it in August of 2011. Forty children (the maximum we could accommodate) 

participated in the program. 

Finally, in November 2011, we did a public screening of the film Sex + Money: A National 
Search for Human Worth. This is a 92-minute documentary on prostitution and human 

trafficking in the United States produced by a group of student photojournalists. We had 

a panel discussion afterwards with a state police detective and two board members for 

local non-profits that work with women who are recovering from prostitution and sex 

trafficking. More than sixty people from the community attended. 

Choosing to continue with our “success” stories, our 2013 agenda is equally ambitious. We 

will continue both our prayer ministry and the background checks for all those working 

with children at our church. We are re-screening Sex + Money in April; offering 

r.a.d.KIDS in August; and seeking a follow-up with Dr. Williamson. In June we will be 

hosting a Darkness to Light: Stewards of Children event, a program for adults to 

recognize and respond to evidence of child abuse. We are hoping to interface with the 

S.O.A.P. initiative, a program to put the National Human Trafficking hotline number on 

hotel soaps. Since a casino recently opening just a few miles from our church, we are 

especially interested in targeting hotels near the casino. We are planning, as a group, to 

sponsor or support one of our local ministries aimed at helping those recovering from sex 

trafficking. We are considering screening another film about internet safety for teens 

and we are still looking for some good, faith-based material or a curriculum for teens that 

addresses the issue of abuse and sexual exploitation. 

http://www.utoledo.edu/eduhshs/depts/cjsw/.../Celia_Williamsonbio.doc
http://www.utoledo.edu/eduhshs/depts/cjsw/.../Celia_Williamsonbio.doc
http://zoarlutheran.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=section&layout=blog&id=33&Itemid=41
http://www.radkids.org/
http://sexandmoneyfilm.com/
http://sexandmoneyfilm.com/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001j1TFe-SIovHBNb45G_-MRzEOUmADoPzFEZ7ge2fPDlyS1htyn55709bvcnvMZpiURNzjYbVT-DSivxvrrrN20SuflEODe-ZMMuAM9eNDebLNdrzhCcX_slazOYGGwl8EGk8QB0ZLFIVOc4mFTJyGdjdvE0DDKznmKNB4bDWYyasrfYZumKS6WOOmTVNOdWoYYuJsq-09j3P3ryZNlh_yafvM2X1U1wv2
http://www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/national-human-trafficking-hotline/the-nhtrc/overview


Synod Task Force 

Submitted by Heidi Gillenwater  

Community of Christ Lutheran Church in Whitehouse, OH 

As members of the Cherish Our Children Task Force in our synod, Dave Jerman and I are 

writing an outline for “How to Become a Cherish Our Children Congregation,” based on our 

collective experiences of implementing the synod initiative in our churches. We have been 

at it for about five months so far! A lot of our conversations for the outline stem from 

what it took me to write a Child Safety Policy (including background checks) for my 

church - four months of research and writing. We often evaluate our work with, "Would 

this guidance have made it easier?" 

We have three Darkness to Light: Stewards of Children facilitators who are working to 

train leadership and laity in our synod’s churches. There are also churches that are 

working to identify and make use of good curriculum for youth, parents, and 

congregational members that address these issues.  

We are currently working to develop a web page on our synod website for Cherish Our 

Children resources for congregations. We are also excited to share our work at our synod 

assemblies and are making plans for this year's assembly. 

More good news… 

 The Synod Task Force is considering designating a “Cherish Our Children month” and 

encouraging congregations to have an extra emphasis on this ministry during that 

month. During that time, congregational Cherish Our Children Teams could share 

Wednesday Prayers, give temple talks, prepare bulletin inserts, create projects for 

Sunday School children, provide prayer partner resources, or have prepared readings 

that could be shared in worship or education times. 

 Churches in our synod are being contacted personally by a synod staff person to 

gather information about their progress with the Cherish Our Children 

initiative. Questions being asked include:  

 Have you heard of Cherish Our Children? 

 Have your Rostered Leaders/anyone else been trained in Darkness to Light: 
Stewards of Children? 

 Have you established any kind of regular/intentional Prayer ministry for your 

children (ages birth to 25)? 

 Have you done any Education components? 

 Are you familiar with any organizations/resources/what to do if child sexual abuse 

has occurred? Are you familiar with the Emergency Children’s Services in your 

area, or where to report child abuse? 

 Have you done anything else to keep your children safe, such as Child Safety 



policies; or, policies established/implemented/enacted concerning sexual 

misconduct/sexual harassment (adult to child/adult to adult)? 

 Would you like members of the Synod Task Force to come and work with your 

congregation? 

 In 2012 the Synod Task Force received a $6,500 grant from the Endowment Fund at 

Zion Lutheran Church in Waterville, OH. This funding is being used to implement 

training for leaders throughout the Synod. 

 Pastor Lori Strang and Marge Reas of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Toledo report 

that every child participating in their after school program is now being prayed for by 

name on a regular basis. Redeemer, Bethany, and Reformation Lutheran Churches – all 

in Toledo - will be viewing the Darkness to Light presentation on April 18 at Bethany. 

St. Lucas Lutheran Church in Toledo, OH 

Excerpted from a Wednesday Prayer by Pastor Martin Billmeier 

Originally published on August 1, 2012 

I accompanied the youth group of my congregation to New Orleans for the National Youth 

Gathering of the ELCA. On our “Practice Justice Day,” rather than being sent out to clean 

up or repair, our group was sent back to the convention center for a day of practicing 

justice with Cherish Our Children.   

God keeps confronting me with this justice issue, because I have also served on the 

Cherish Our Children Task Force of the Northwestern Ohio Synod. While I was familiar 

with Cherish Our Children, our youth were not. In my small group discussion with two St. 

Lucas youth, what stood out in the story from 2 Kings 4:1-7 for the youth was the fact 

that God used the community to make the miracle happen that saved the woman’s 

children from slavery.  If the community had not provided the vessels for the oil, there 

was no hope.  

So the question was raised, “How can we as communities of faith practice justice to help 

those who are victims of human trafficking?” We heard shocking stories of kidnapping 

and enticement of women and children from Dr. Kay Bennett, director of the Friendship 

House in New Orleans, a ministry of the Baptist church there that works with the 

homeless and exploited population there. She got our attention that there is a problem! 

27 million people world-wide are in modern day slavery, either trapped in the sex trade or 

a labor trade. The numbers are overwhelming. So what could we do to practice justice?  

We started in our own “yard.”  We sat down and wrote letters to Ohio legislators, 

thanking them for the legal protections they have put in place and asking for more to be 

done. Some of us also dropped off hygiene products from our hotel for the Friendship 

House to make gift baskets to deliver to women in the strip clubs on Bourbon Street, 

allowing them place a helpline phone number in their hands.   



It was a small beginning, but a beginning nonetheless. We are learning what it means to 

accompany—to supply the vessels—that act as the catalyst for miracles in the lives of 

those who are victims of human trafficking.  

Dear Lord, help us to be a community to all whose lives have been taken from them 

through human trafficking. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

* * * * * * * 

Thank you Northwestern Ohio Synod for being and providing the 

vessels for God’s work to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

Cherish Our Children 

Cherish Our Children is a national Lutheran ministry of prayer, education, 

relationship-building, and action to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend to, 

discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 

 

You are invited to give financially to support this ministry. Thrivent 

members may designate Cherish Our Children to receive Choice Dollars. 

Donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 
 

Cherish Our Children  

PO Box 583772 

Minneapolis, MN 55458-3772  

612.280.1259  

www.cherishchildren.org 

Find us on Facebook 

 
 

http://www.elca.org/socialstatements/sexualexploitation/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/specialwebapp.vps?appid=eb2b05f1f0f40d1edeea4d27259defa4c95dc6cebafe577f90d5b973bb16107e5a10fdfb7f0fb15e86e6cf19f7a0045aa79dac5b44f4c80ea41cbbab8481be02
http://www.cherishchildren.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cherish-Our-Children/180981418631596

