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Praying for children in our  

congregations and communities. 

 

Prayer Ideas and Resources 

 Tangible Reminders to Pray for Children 

Some congregations are using Prayer Stones as a part of their prayers for children. The 

name of a child from the congregation is written on each stone, and the stone can then 

serve as a physical reminder for members to cover that child in prayer. What other 

tangible items could be used as a physical reminder of the children in our midst and the 

power of our prayers? 

 Share the Prayer 

Each week, Cherish Our Children publishes the Wednesday Prayer, which is written by 

rostered Leaders and congregation members from across the country to inspire and 

motivate those who receive it.  

Some congregations in Ohio are utilizing the Wednesday Prayer in their regular church 

newsletter as a way to raise awareness and encourage members to pray for all children. 

The Wednesday Prayer can also be posted on congregational websites or Facebook pages. 

Additionally, the E-Quipped for Prevention newsletter could be shared with colleagues in 

ministry to help prepare and inspire people to get involved in the work of prevention. Go 

to www.cherishchildren.org to get on the mailing list for either publication. 

 New Prayer Book 

Cherish Our Children is creating a new prayer book, similar to the Prayers for Cherishing 
Children book that was published a few years ago. This time, congregations are asked to 

write a page of prayers, rather than one person writing all of the prayers. If your 

congregation would like to be involved in this project, please let National Director Amy 

Hartman know and follow these guidelines for writing the prayers.  

Prayers of the People 

Many congregations, including Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, are now 

including specific prayers for children in the “Prayers of the People” during worship.  

 

http://www.cherishchildren.org/
https://f1.ctsmemberconnect.net/garoupdb/O-0000000893/G-0000024355/docs/Root/Book%20Two%20description.pdf


One possibility for this type of prayer is to pray for a specific number of children, youth, 

and young adults each Sunday so that every young person will be prayed for at least once 

over the course of the year. Another option is to pray for children, youth, and young 

adults during the week they are celebrating their birthday or baptismal anniversary.  

The response to these prayers at Lake Nokomis has been extremely positive. Parents 

have thanked the Cherish Our Children Team and said how meaningful it is to hear the 

names of their children spoken in worship; other members have said that it is a wonderful 

reminder of our baptismal promise to pray for children; and, children have been seen 

nudging their brothers and sisters with excitement when they see their sibling’s name 

printed in the bulletin prayer petitions!  

Possible prayer petitions for corporate prayer:  

“Bless our children as they grow in faith. We remember (name the children/youth/young 

adults), who are celebrating their birthdays this week. Keep them safe and give them new 

life each day. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.” 

“We remember our children and youth who are celebrating their birthdays this week: 

(name the children/youth/young adults). Keep them safe and help them grow in faith. We 

pray that all children will know your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.” 

“We pray for all of our children and youth as they learn and grow, as they make new 

friends, and as they discover their gifts and strengths. We especially remember (name 

the children/youth/young adults) as they celebrate their baptismal anniversaries this 

week. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.” 

“We celebrate with (name the children/youth/young adults) who mark the anniversary of 

their baptism this week. Help their loved ones and this congregation to keep our 

baptismal promises to bring them to the word of God and the holy supper, nurture them in 

faith and prayer, and pray for them in their new life in Christ. Lord, in your mercy, hear 

our prayer.” 

“Jesus who welcomed children, we give you thanks for the children, youth, and young 

adults in this congregation. Today we remember and rejoice with those who are 

celebrating the anniversary of their baptism this week: (name the children/youth/young 

adults). We praise you for the Holy Spirit giving them new life through baptism. We ask a 

special blessing upon those who provide for their needs and well-being. We ask your 

protection, guidance, and inspiration as you walk with them in their journey of service and 

love of neighbor. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.” 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Fulton, NY  

Upstate New York Synod 

Thank you to Margaret Nichols for submitting this article. 

 



Prayer has always been intentional from our very beginning. Six months ago we invited the 

congregation to start the Cherish Our Children ministry. We developed a team to pray, 

plan, set goals, and implement this ministry. That combined with determination, 

perseverance, patience and good communication helped us get started! We had a good 

response and are currently praying for 30 children, some of whom do not attend our 

church. Prayers in worship are planned by the Pastor and deacon and children are always 

prayed for.  

We have had a good response from the congregation. “This has made us more aware to 

pray for other children we know”, said one member of the congregation. Another member 

was brought to tears after a father asked if she could say a prayer for his child. Knowing 

that their children are being intentionally prayed for is comforting and reassuring to 

parents. The children know they are loved. 

Our future goals include:  

 add more children to our prayer list;  

 invite the Spanish-language church that uses our building to join in this ministry; 

 encourage other churches to start this ministry;  

 have children pray for other children of all ages; and,  

 continue to support the Child Advocacy Center (CAC) which works with children 

who have been sexually abused, their families, and law enforcement. CAC uses our 

kid-friendly prayer room every week for supervised visits.  

PREVENTION is a priority, and we hope to provide education and awareness of this issue 

before the congregation.   

Living the Promises of Baptism 

In addition to praying for children each week, Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church is helping 

families fulfill their baptismal promises by including the book Living the Promises of 
Baptism: 101 Ideas for Parents (Augsburg Fortress, 2010) in the Faith Chest that is 

given to each child on the day of his or her baptism.  

This book is filled ideas for families with children from infant to upper elementary to 

share, live out, and practice faith. There are concrete ideas for celebrating our identity 

as beloved children of God, and the gifts of baptism in daily living at meals, bedtime, play, 

seasons, milestones, transitions, and more. 

Some prayer ideas from Living the Promises of Baptism: 

Mealtime (page 8, appropriate for all ages) – Hold hands around the table as you 

prayer, or teach your children to do “praying hands”. You can speak the following verses, 

or sing them to “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”, teaching one verse at a time, and adding 

the second and third as your children are ready to learn more: 

   

http://store.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/9462/Washed-and-Welcome-Living-the-Promises-of-Baptism-101-Ideas-for-Parents
http://store.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/9462/Washed-and-Welcome-Living-the-Promises-of-Baptism-101-Ideas-for-Parents


  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest, 
  and let these gifts to us be blessed. 

  Blessed be God who is our bread;  
  may all the world be clothed and fed. 

  May there be a goodly share  
  on every table everywhere. 

Milestones and Special Occasions (page 52, appropriate for all ages) – Write an 

annual letter to your child (or a special child in your life) that is dated on his or her 

baptismal anniversary. Include your prayers, hopes and dreams for that child, and 

express how you have seen God at work in his or her life. Choose a milestone in the future 

– such as first communion, confirmation, graduation, leaving home – to give the letters as 

ongoing encouragement. 

Caring for the Body (page 19, appropriate for infants and toddlers) – At bath time, 

you can sing this prayer to the tune of “Jesus Loves Me”: 

Jesus washed your sins away  
on your blessed baptismal day. 
In the bath I wash you too  
and remind you God loves you. 
Yes, you are baptized,  
yes, you are baptized,  
yes, you are baptized,  
and God’s love is with you. 

Cherish Our Children 

Cherish Our Children is a national Lutheran ministry of prayer, education, 

relationship-building, and action to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend to, 

discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 

 

You are invited to give financially to support this ministry. Thrivent 

members may designate Cherish Our Children to receive Choice Dollars. 

Donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 
 

Cherish Our Children  

PO Box 583772 

Minneapolis, MN 55458-3772  

612.280.1259  

www.cherishchildren.org 

 

http://www.elca.org/socialstatements/sexualexploitation/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/specialwebapp.vps?appid=eb2b05f1f0f40d1edeea4d27259defa4c95dc6cebafe577f90d5b973bb16107e5a10fdfb7f0fb15e86e6cf19f7a0045aa79dac5b44f4c80ea41cbbab8481be02
http://www.cherishchildren.org/

