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What is Human Trafficking? 

January 11, 2014 is Human Trafficking Awareness Day, providing a golden opportunity for 

congregations and synods to create awareness, educate, and mobilize people for action 

against sexual exploitation through human trafficking. 

Human trafficking is a criminal activity in which people are recruited, harbored, 

transported, provided, bought, received, or kidnapped and exploited through fraud, force, 

or coercion into situations like sexual slavery, forced labor, organ trafficking, or child 

slavery (adapted from U.S. and UN definitions).  

According to Polaris Project it is economically the second largest and fastest growing 

illegal trade in the world. It is estimated that 100,000 children are in the sex trade in 

the United States each year. 

Vulnerabilities like poverty, gender inequality, lack of education, ethnic discrimination, 

war and armed conflict, domestic abuse, materialism, sexism, and high demand for women 

and children for sex are all contributing factors in the growth of human trafficking. 

People go into this industry because there is a high profit, a need for control, and low to 

negligible risk of legal repercussion and prosecution for traffickers. People who place 

high demand on cheap goods such as food and clothing and services such as housekeeping 

and childcare may unknowingly contribute to the demand for human trafficking.  

How can you help stop human trafficking?  

 Observe National Human Trafficking Awareness Day on January 11 and continue to 

lift up the topic in your congregation throughout the year. 

 Pray on your own, in your congregation, and through an observance or vigil at your 

church. 

 Educate your congregation. Host an informational opportunity or fellowship event 

and invite other congregations, local organizations, and civic leaders to the event. 

 Inquire about the legal and social situation in your community so that you are 

aware of what is happening in your own neighborhood. Join advocacy organizations 

that address the issue. Support law enforcement agencies that combat trafficking 

and social agencies that provide essential services. 

 

http://www.polarisproject.org/


 Know where your goods and services are coming from and refuse to support 

businesses and practices that put people in danger of human trafficking.  

If you suspect trafficking or want more information, contact the National Human 

Trafficking Resource Center at 888-3737-888 or by email at NHTRC@PolarisProject.org 

(The above information is adapted from an ELCA Human Trafficking insert) 

Human Trafficking Information and Training 

The United States Department of Human Services has created a Human Trafficking 

Awareness Training module. The training is a response to the federal government’s zero 

tolerance policy on human trafficking. It is divided into three parts, wherein it defines 

human trafficking, differentiates between human trafficking and human smuggling, 

creates an awareness of populations vulnerable to human trafficking, and helps the 

listener learn to recognize indicators of human trafficking. 

Additional information on human trafficking can be found on the U.S. Department of 

Health & Human Services website, and at NC Stop Human Trafficking. 

Resources for Faith Communities 

The ELCA recognizes the problem of human trafficking across the globe. Therefore, the 

ELCA not only attends to ending human trafficking and caring for survivors, it also 

addresses root causes of trafficking, such as poverty, hunger, and sexism.  

Congregations and individuals are invited to TAKE ACTION by: 

 reporting suspicious activity at 888-3737-888;  

 reading about the U.S. Department of State’s Office to Monitor and Combat 

Trafficking in Persons;  

 calling or writing to congressional leaders, urging them to take a strong stand on 

anti-trafficking and protection for survivors;  

 connecting with the ELCA’s Washington Office and the Lutheran Office for World 

Community;  

 getting involved with Cherish Our Children; and, 

  increasing personal awareness in order to be an effective change agent.  

To learn more, go to the Human Trafficking page on the ELCA website.  

Additionally, the ELCA Justice for Women page has several downloadable resources. 

These include inserts about human trafficking and a six-session Human Trafficking 

Learning Series.    

The Illinois Department of Human Services suggests many ways for faith communities to 

fight human trafficking. Some of the ideas suggested on their website may be applicable 

in multiple states and congregations: 

mailto:NHTRC@PolarisProject.org
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Human_Trafficking_Insert.pdf
http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/training/dhs_awareness_training_fy12/hta01/module.htm
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/endtrafficking
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/endtrafficking
https://ncstophumantrafficking.wordpress.com/about/
http://www.state.gov/j/tip/
http://www.state.gov/j/tip/
http://www.elca.org/en/Our-Work/Publicly-Engaged-Church/Justice-for-Women/Social-Issues/Human-Trafficking
http://www.elca.org/Resources/Justice-for-Women
http://www.link.illinois.gov/page.aspx?item=49592


 Join the Illinois Rescue and Restore Coalition. 

 Help coordinate a response to victims by working with coalition members on 

establishing an emergency housing network. 

 Establish a human trafficking committee at your church.  

 Collect food and hygiene items for local organizations conducting street outreach 

to victims. 

 Hold fundraisers for local non-profit organizations that are serving victims of 

trafficking. 

 Do teach-in’s to raise awareness and education your congregation. 

 Build momentum and mobilize your faith community by holding an “education 

month.” 

 Offer pro bono services to non-profits serving victims.  

The United Church of Christ has multiple resources for congregations recognizing 

Human Trafficking Awareness Day, including this Litany of Commitment: 

One: Creator and Creating God, we bear your likeness in our souls and in our 

bodies, having been created in your image  

All: What a wondrous world with wondrous peoples! 

One: We enjoy being together – to celebrate, to compete in good spirit, and to 

cheer on our favorite teams. 

All: What fun it can be to watch teams put their best efforts out on the 

field of play. 

One: But, dear God, keep us vigilant as well to things that happen away from the 

main event. 

All: We pray for our sisters and brothers who are trapped by those who 

would use them for commercial gain. 

One: We pray that we will have the courage to transform a culture that tolerates 

degrading and abusive behavior. 

All: We pray for justice for all God’s children, each one of whom bears divine 

likeness in soul and body. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 

How are you taking action to prevent exploitation? 

Send your ideas to Erica Larson, E-Quipped Coordinator (elarson@lakenokomis.org), by 

December 6 for the January 2014 issue of E-quipped for Prevention. The topic for 

January is “Action” – God’s people in action to prevent exploitation.  

Please send stories of what you or others have done to make changes and take action in 

the community in order to prevent the sexual exploitation of children. Thank you! 

 

 

http://www.ucc.org/justice/womens-issues/human-trafficking.html
mailto:elarson@lakenokomis.org


Encouragement Circles – Just for you! 

Getting your congregation involved in preventing child sexual exploitation can be 

challenging. One way to help yourself stay focused and energized and healthy is to be in 

an “Encouragement Circle.”  

An Encouragement Circle is 4-5 people who get-together by phone once a month. Each 

participant has an opportunity to share a joy, frustration, challenge, or idea and then ask 

the group for whatever help is needed. “Help” may be a listening ear, prayer, ideas, 

strategies, encouragement – the participant decides what he/she needs from the others 

in the group.  

Interested? Contact ahartman@cherishchildren.org for more information. 

Cherish Our Children 

Cherish Our Children is a national Lutheran ministry of prayer, education, 

relationship-building, and action to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

Follow us on Facebook 

“Like” Cherish Our Children, keep up-to-date on the latest news, and lots more! 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend to, 

discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 

 

You are invited to give financially to support this ministry. Donations are 

tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

Are you a member of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans? You may be able to 

designate Cherish Our Children to receive your Choice Dollars.  

Follow this link to learn how! 
 

Cherish Our Children  

PO Box 583772 

Minneapolis, MN 55458-3772  

612.280.1259  

www.cherishchildren.org 

 
 

mailto:ahartman@cherishchildren.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cherish-Our-Children/180981418631596
http://www.elca.org/socialstatements/sexualexploitation/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/specialwebapp.vps?appid=eb2b05f1f0f40d1edeea4d27259defa4c95dc6cebafe577f90d5b973bb16107e5a10fdfb7f0fb15e86e6cf19f7a0045aa79dac5b44f4c80ea41cbbab8481be02
https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/index.html
http://www.cherishchildren.org/

