
 

 

E-Quipped for Prevention 
January 2014: Action 

 
 

Resources for Learning and Growth 

 

Why Taking Action Is Important 

The dictionary defines action as a thing done; bringing about an effect; the process or 

state of acting or being active. We take action to get something done, to accomplish 

something.  

What are we trying to accomplish as Cherish Our Children congregations? Our goal is to 

prevent the sexual exploitation of children. Our actions as Cherish Our Children 

congregations show others in the community that we are serious about our mission and 

move us closer to achieving this goal.   

Actions are an opportunity to involve others from our congregations and the broader 

community in this fight. By taking action we can make change happen. Out of the prayer, 

education, and relationship-building, each leadership Team and congregation will discern 

an action that engages congregation members in preventing child sexual exploitation. 

Some examples include: 

 Leading a community-wide education effort. 

 Training a neighboring congregation in the Cherish Our Children ministry. 

 Participating in grassroots advocacy on behalf of local, state, or national 

legislation. 

 Creating/supporting a letter-writing campaign directed toward advertisements, 

institutional/business practices that exploit children sexually. 

 Organizing a service project or fundraiser for an agency that provides services to 

exploited children or youth. 

As your congregation discerns an action project, we ask that you honor your relationships 

within your synod and Cherish Our Children. 

In your discernment process about your action, you may wish to talk to your synod 

coordinator or your synod task force to hear their insights and ideas. In some cases, your 

synod bishop may want to know the action you are planning, so he/she is prepared for 

questions or concerns that may arise.  

You are also welcome to discuss your action with the National Action Team in order to 

glean from their wisdom as well as share your idea, which may be replicable in other 



congregations and synods.  

There may be actions proposed by congregations that would not be in alignment with the 

mission and values of Cherish Our Children. In such cases, the National Action Team may 

ask the congregation not to use the name “Cherish Our Children” in conjunction with the 

action.  

Provide funding support 

Cherish Our Children relies upon funding from congregations and individuals to carry out 

the work that fulfills our mission and requests annual funding from congregations involved 

in Cherish Our Children. A congregation may raise this money through a budget line item, 

a special offering (one-time or “Mission of the Month” method), or other means. 

Synod Assemblies and Gatherings 

Synod assemblies provide an opportunity to raise awareness of child sexual exploitation 

and invite people into the Cherish Our Children ministry.  

Over the years, there are a number of activities Cherish Our Children synod leaders have 

done at synod assemblies:  

 Keynote address or Bible Study. Actually, these actions are something still on our 

“want to do” list, so keep working at it! 

 Resolutions. Start thinking about these now, so you can meet synod deadlines. Be 

aware that each synod has its own rules as to how a resolution can come forward.  

 Mission Lunch. Enjoy lunch with other Cherish Our Children leaders and swap 

favorite mission stories and ideas for overcoming challenges.  

 Mission Presentations. Some synods invite mission leaders to speak for 15 

minutes, often at the beginning of a plenary session. Find out if these are being 

organized and see if you can get your name on this list!  

 Prayer.  

o Hymn and Prayer Moment. This is similar to a mission presentation, only it’s 

a more brief presentation, along with a prayer and a hymn.  

o Wall of Prayer. Invite attendees to post prayers for children in their lives 

on a wall of prayer. Ask the assembly organizers for a time of prayer for all 

the children on the wall sometime during the assembly.  

o Multi-language prayer. Write a prayer for the well-being of children and 

get it translated into other languages spoken by people in your synod. Have 

the prayer read in those languages by native speakers, if possible, at some 

point during the assembly.  

 Bishop Election. If your synod is having a bishop election, get involved in the 

process! Find out how the election will work and how/when to submit questions to 

candidates. These questions could also be given to members of the Bishop 

Selection Committee.  



Sample questions: 

1. Tell us about the congregational efforts/initiatives you've led to provide a safe 

place for children and adults working with children. How have you introduced these 

efforts and addressed any push back you might have received?  

2. What is one thing you have learned about preventing child sexual abuse and 

exploitation that you feel would be important for every congregation member to 

know?  

3. What do you see as the role of faith leaders and congregations in the 

prevention of sexual harm and the promotion of healthy development? 

 Workshops, affinity groups, break-out sessions. At the end of your workshop, 

be sure to provide an opportunity for people to take a next step. 

 Displays. Be aware! Some synods do not allow much time for people to look at the 

displays. Find out! Some simple ways to engage people at displays:  

o Have a drawing for copies of Prayers for Cherishing Children. Announce the 

winners sometime during the assembly;  

o Invite people to make a handprint on your Cherish Our Children quilt.  

o Handouts. One congregation provided copies of Prayers for Cherishing 
Children to every person attending the synod assembly.  

Don’t forget other gatherings that happen in your synod:   

 Conference meetings of rostered leaders;  

 Synodical Women’s Convention and Conference meetings;  

 Parish nurse gatherings;  

 Global/Glocal Mission Event;  

 First-Call Theological Event;  

 Bishop’s Theological Conference or Professional Leaders’ Training.  

You are encouraged to talk to the people organizing these meetings to see if you might be 

able to have a workshop, a keynote address, a Bible study, or other opportunity to speak 

to the attendees. (Reprinted from January 2013, E-Quipped for Prevention)  

 Congregation Call Committees 

If your congregation is calling a new rostered leader, you may wish to ask questions of 

candidates to ascertain their experience with and commitment to preventing child sexual 

exploitation.  

Sample questions: 

1. Tell us about the congregational efforts/initiatives you’ve led to provide a safe 

place for children and adults working with children. How have you introduced these 

efforts and addressed any push back you might have received? 

2. Are you familiar with the current policies, guidelines, etc. within the ELCA for 

dealing with pastors/other leaders charged with child sexual exploitation? What 



suggestions/recommendations might you have for strengthening them to better 

protect children from this type of abuse? 

3. How will you encourage congregational leaders to be trained as mandatory 

reporters? 

4. What training have you received on the topic of preventing child sexual 

abuse/exploitation? What is one thing you learned from that training that you feel 

would be important for every congregation member to know? 

5. What policies and practices are you supporting to prevent child sexual abuse and 

sexual violence throughout the lifespan? 

6. What do you see as the role of faith leaders and congregations in the prevention 

of sexual harm and promotion of healthy development? (January 2012, E-Quipped 

for Prevention) 

7. What kind of safe church policies would you us like to have in place? 

Go on a Mall Walk! 

Women attending the 2010 National Gathering of Cherish Our Children went to the Mall 

of America one afternoon – and they were shocked! Clothing styles, posters in the stores, 

messages on t-shirts – all combined to make them wonder what could be done! 

Jim and Liz Macris from Upstate New York put together two “Mall Walk” cards: one for 

stores which had positive messages for children/youth and one for stores “needing 

improvement.”  

Follow this link to download a pdf of these cards for you to use with your congregation or 

women’s organization. 

Human Trafficking Awareness Day – January 11 

The ELCA recognizes the problem of human trafficking across the globe. Therefore, the 

ELCA not only attends to ending human trafficking and caring for survivors, it also 

addresses root causes of trafficking, such as poverty, hunger, and sexism.  

Congregations and individuals are invited to TAKE ACTION by: 

 reporting suspicious activity at 888-3737-888;  

 reading about the U.S. Department of State’s Office to Monitor and Combat 

Trafficking in Persons;  

 calling or writing to congressional leaders, urging them to take a strong stand on 

anti-trafficking and protection for survivors;  

 connecting with the ELCA’s Washington Office and the Lutheran Office for World 

Community;  

 getting involved with Cherish Our Children; and, 

  increasing personal awareness in order to be an effective change agent.  

https://f1.ctsmemberconnect.net/garoupdb/O-0000000893/G-0000024355/docs/Root/Mall%20Walk%20Cards.pdf
http://www.state.gov/j/tip/
http://www.state.gov/j/tip/


To learn more, go to the Human Trafficking page on the ELCA website.  

Additionally, the ELCA Justice for Women page has several downloadable resources. 

These include inserts about human trafficking and a six-session Human Trafficking 

Learning Series.    

Sexual Assault Awareness Month - April 

Every April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) which may be a time to bring up 

the topic of child sexual exploitation, as there may be news reports or articles about 

SAAM events happening in your area. Here is a website to learn more about SAAM 

resources: http://www.nsvrc.org/saam/sexual-assault-awareness-month-home 

You may also wish to connect with your state’s sexual assault awareness coalition, such as 

the MN Coalition Against Sexual Assault. 

Action Story from a Congregation 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Fulton, NY 

Upstate New York Synod 

 

The Child Advocacy Center (CAC) of Oswego County has used the prayer room at 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church for at least 3 children and their families this 
year.   

Accreditation standards for the CAC prohibit anyone with a criminal record, 
especially a sex offender, to enter their premises for services. This year, a man, 
*Jack*, and his wife sought services for their little girl who was sexually abused 
by a former “friend of the family.” Jack made mistakes earlier in his life and was 
convicted of sexual offenses and is a level 2 sex offender on the New York State 
Registry. Since his incarceration, Jack sought treatment, took accountability for 
his actions and turned his life around, including being a relied upon husband and 
father in his family.   

When a sex offense happened to his little girl, Jack thought no one would respect 
him based on his past and maybe even people would accuse him of wrongdoing.  His 
wife was bringing the little girl to the CAC all by herself, and a lot of the family 
stress was falling all on her, contributing to other problems at home.   

The counselors at the CAC realized that the best treatment for the little girl and 
her family was to have both the mother and the father involved in her healing 
process, but because of the accreditation standards, Jack could not come to the 
CAC.   

Karrie Damm, Executive Director of the CAC, reached out to Prince of Peace to 

http://www.elca.org/en/Our-Work/Publicly-Engaged-Church/Justice-for-Women/Social-Issues/Human-Trafficking
http://www.elca.org/Resources/Justice-for-Women
http://www.nsvrc.org/saam/sexual-assault-awareness-month-home
http://www.mncasa.org/


have a meeting place for this family, and thankfully, the congregation was 
welcoming. As a result, the little girl and her parents regularly attended 
treatment, successfully completed counseling, and all are healthier and happier.  

They are currently awaiting sentencing of the perpetrator of their daughter, and 
they are very glad that the CAC and Prince of Peace helped them to get through 
one of the most difficult times in their lives. 

Having a safe, welcoming place for Jack, his wife, and the little girl to go made all 
the difference in their lives.   

*name changed 

Story provided by: 

Karrie D. Damm, LMFT 

Executive Director 

Child Advocacy Center Foundation, Inc. of Oswego County  

301 Beech St. 

Fulton, NY 13069 

315-59-CHILD 

How are you praying for children? 

Send your ideas to Erica Larson, E-Quipped Coordinator (elarson@lakenokomis.org), by 

February 1 for the March 2014 issue of E-quipped for Prevention.  

The topic for March is “Prayer”. 

Please send stories of how your congregation is praying for children, prayers you use, how 

you support and encourage pray-ers, how you use the new prayer booklet, etc. Thank you! 

Encouragement Circles – Just for you! 

Getting your congregation involved in preventing child sexual exploitation can be 

challenging. One way to help yourself stay focused and energized and healthy is to be in 

an “Encouragement Circle.”  

An Encouragement Circle is 4-5 people who get-together by phone once a month. Each 

participant has an opportunity to share a joy, frustration, challenge, or idea and then ask 

the group for whatever help is needed. “Help” may be a listening ear, prayer, ideas, 

strategies, encouragement – the participant decides what he/she needs from the others 

in the group.  

Interested? Contact ahartman@cherishchildren.org for more information. 

 

mailto:elarson@lakenokomis.org
mailto:ahartman@cherishchildren.org


Cherish Our Children 

Cherish Our Children is a national Lutheran ministry of prayer, education, 

relationship-building, and action to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

Find us on Facebook 

“Like” Cherish Our Children, keep up-to-date on the latest news, and lots more! 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend to, 

discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 

 

You are invited to give financially to support this ministry. Donations are 

tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

Are you a member of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans? You may be able to 

designate Cherish Our Children to receive your Choice Dollars.  

Follow this link to learn how! 
 

Cherish Our Children  

PO Box 583772 

Minneapolis, MN 55458-3772  

612.280.1259  

www.cherishchildren.org 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cherish-Our-Children/180981418631596
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/specialwebapp.vps?appid=eb2b05f1f0f40d1edeea4d27259defa4c95dc6cebafe577f90d5b973bb16107e5a10fdfb7f0fb15e86e6cf19f7a0045aa79dac5b44f4c80ea41cbbab8481be02
https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/index.html
http://www.cherishchildren.org/

