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Resources for Learning and Growth 

Why Prayer is Important 

Congregations often begin the Cherish All Children ministry by praying for children. This 

is a very concrete, hands-on way for a congregation to get started, and it engages a large 

portion of the membership in this ministry.  

Praying for children helps congregations become more aware of the children in their 

community, including those who aren’t in church on a regular basis. It can enrich the lives 

of those who are praying, create understanding of the daily concerns of children, and 

remind children in a tangible way that they are cherished and valuable children of God. 

Ways to Pray for Children 

One way a congregation may pray for children is to have intentional, daily prayer by a 

specific adult for a specific child or young person, ages birth to 25. Research on 

adolescent brain development has shown that the decision-making portion of a young 

person’s brain is not fully developed until ages 23-25; thus, when we talk about “children” 

we mean children, youth, and young adults from birth to 25.  

Cherish All Children has published two prayer booklets (Prayers for Cherishing Children) 

to assist congregation members in praying for children. Included are prayers for each day 

of the month for specific ages of children, to age 25. These booklets can be downloaded 

from our website www.cherishchildren.org; look in the “Church Resources” section. You 

can make copies for pray-ers in your congregation. 

Another way to pray for children is during the “Prayers of the People” in worship. Some 

congregations say the names of all the children, youth, and young people on a particular 

Sunday. Others say a few names each Sunday, rotating regularly through the list of all 

the children. They may pray for children who are celebrating their birthday or the 

anniversary of their baptism. Sample petitions are found in Prayers for Cherishing 
Children: Book II.  

If they have chosen to have specific adults praying for each child in the congregation, 

some congregations also include prayers for the people who are praying for those 

children.  

http://www.cherishchildren.org/


Share your prayer stories! 

Perhaps your congregation is praying for children daily, intentionally, and by name… 

This month, we invite you to share your prayer stories!  

How have you chosen to pray for children in your congregation and community? 

What have you learned? 

What are some of your highlights and heart-warming stories? 

 What kind of transformation is taking place? 

What do the children in your congregation think? 

How has this commitment to prayer changed individuals, communities, and leadership? 

Please share your insights, ideas, and stories with others through our Facebook page, in 

the Comment section within the March E-Quipped for Prevention: Prayer post, which 

will be pinned to the top of our Facebook page until March 31.  

We look forward to hearing stories of God at work in our midst through our care for all 

children! 

How are you helping build awareness? 

Send your ideas to Erica Larson, E-Quipped Coordinator (elarson@lakenokomis.org), by 

May 1 for the May 2014 issue of E-Quipped for Prevention. The topic for May is 

“Education” – building awareness of exploitation.  

Please send stories of ways that you or others are educating those in your congregation 

and community in an effort to prevent the sexual exploitation of children.  

Thank you! 

Encouragement Circles – Just for you! 

Getting your congregation involved in preventing child sexual exploitation can be 

challenging. One way to help yourself stay focused and energized and healthy is to be in 

an “Encouragement Circle.”  

An Encouragement Circle is 4-5 people who get-together by phone once a month. Each 

participant has an opportunity to share a joy, frustration, challenge, or idea and then ask 

the group for whatever help is needed. “Help” may be a listening ear, prayer, ideas, 

strategies, encouragement – the participant decides what he/she needs from the others 

in the group.  

Interested? Contact ahartman@cherishchildren.org for more information. 

https://www.facebook.com/cherishallchildren
mailto:elarson@lakenokomis.org
mailto:ahartman@cherishchildren.org


Cherish All Children 

Cherish All Children is a national Lutheran ministry of prayer, education, 

relationship-building, and action to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

Find us on Facebook 

“Like” Cherish Our Children, keep up-to-date on the latest news, and lots more! 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend to, 

discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 

 

You are invited to give financially to support this ministry. Donations are 

tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

Are you a member of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans? You may be able to 

designate Cherish All Children to receive your Choice Dollars.  

Follow this link to learn how! 
 

Cherish All Children  

PO Box 583772 

Minneapolis, MN 55458-3772  

612.280.1259  

www.cherishchildren.org 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cherish-Our-Children/180981418631596
http://www.elca.org/socialstatements/sexualexploitation/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/specialwebapp.vps?appid=eb2b05f1f0f40d1edeea4d27259defa4c95dc6cebafe577f90d5b973bb16107e5a10fdfb7f0fb15e86e6cf19f7a0045aa79dac5b44f4c80ea41cbbab8481be02
https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/index.html
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