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Resources for Learning and Growth 

 

Why Education is Important 

As stated in the “Arenas for Action” from the ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation, we are called to equip the saints for action through awareness of this social 

evil; and, to prevent the exploitation of youth through education. In order to fulfill these 

calls to action, Cherish All Children asks congregation to do the following: 

 Provide educational activities to junior/senior high youth, parents, and 

congregation members to generate awareness about sexual exploitation and how to 

prevent it. 

 Preach a sermon which incorporates something about preventing sexual 

exploitation at least two times a year. 

 Provide Internet/social media safety training to parents and young people. 

The updated Congregation Manual contains stories of how congregations are fulfilling 

these calls to action; and, the Cherish All Children website contains a great list of 

education resources that can be used by your congregation to generate awareness and 

create change!  

Fight the New Drug 

On the surface, cocaine and pornography don’t seem to have a lot in common. However, 

studies are now showing that viewing pornography tricks your brain into releasing the 

same pleasure chemicals that drugs do. What’s more is that your brain actually begins to 

re-wire itself because of this artificial stimulation. It may sound crazy, but according to 

Fight the New Drug, it’s true.  

Fight the New Drug is a non-profit organization that exists to provide individuals the 

opportunity to make an informed decision regarding pornography by raising awareness on 

its harmful effects using science, facts, and personal accounts. Check out their website 

to learn about the three ways that pornography causes harm, and how their programs 

utilize media, mobilization, protection, and recovery to combat these harmful effects.  

Other online resources about pornography: 

 Campaign for a Commercial-Free Childhood: www.commercialfreechildhood.org 

http://cherishourchildren.ctsmemberconnect.net/webpage-info.do?webPageId=648779&view=0&grpId=24355
http://www.fightthenewdrug.org/get-the-facts#porn-is-like-a-drug
http://www.commercialfreechildhood.org/


 Enough is Enough: www.enough.org 

 Porn Harms: www.pornharms.com 

 Stop Porn Culture: www.stoppornculture.org 

 Your Brain on Porn: www.yourbrainonporn.com  

Online, Offline, and Over-the-Line: Youth and the Internet  

With an estimated 16 million users under the age of 18, it is impossible to deny that the 

Internet has changed the social life of youth. The Internet has influenced what youth 

know, and the way they think, feel, and behave. Clearly, the Internet has had a 

significant, positive impact in the lives of youth, but there is a dark side that we cannot 

deny. Pornography, gambling, sexual harassment, sex offenders, and online bullying: these 

are just a few of the issues youth face when they access the Internet. 

Elizabeth Griffin recently spoke at a Sexual Violence Prevention Network meeting in St. 

Paul, MN. She reviewed the latest research related to youth and their online behavior. 

the sexual aspects of the Internet that influence youth in the online world; what youth 

need to know to maintain emotional health in an electronic world; and how adults can be 

involved in this process. 

Follow this link to view a video of Elizabeth’s presentation.  

Follow this link to see the PowerPoint from Elizabeth’s presentation. 

Elizabeth Griffin is a licensed Marriage and Family Therapist with over twenty - nine 

years experience assessing and treating adolescents and adults who struggle with sexual 

issues. Ms. Griffin lectures and consults nationally on the assessment and treatment of 

problematic online sexual behaviors, sexually compulsive behaviors, and sexual offending 

behaviors. She also lectures on Internet safety issues to a variety of audiences including 

youth. Ms. Griffin has published numerous academic articles on issues related to 

problematic sexual behavior both offline and online. She has also co-authored several 

books and workbooks including In the Shadows of the Net: Breaking Free of Compulsive 
Online Sexual Behavior, Cybersex Unhooked, Cybersex Unplugged, and Illegal Images:  
Critical Issues and Strategies for Addressing Child Pornography Use.   

Jacob Wetterling Resource Center 

The Jacob Wetterling Foundation was established on January 22, 1990, four months 

after 11-year-old Jacob Wetterling was abducted near his home in St. Joseph, MN.  

Now named the  Jacob Wetterling Resource Center (JWRC), their mission is to educate 

and assist families and communities to address and prevent the exploitation of children, 

by putting online and in-person safety information in the hands of every man, woman, and 

child.  

http://www.enough.org/
http://www.pornharms.com/
http://www.stoppornculture.org/
http://www.yourbrainonporn.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bRNTCVU_A3k
https://f1.ctsmemberconnect.net/garoupdb/O-0000000893/G-0000024355/docs/Root/Elizabeth%20Griffin%20presentation%20SVPN%20May%208%202014.ppt
http://www.gundersenhealth.org/ncptc/jacob-wetterling-resource-center


Their resources include a list of current missing people; “Keep Kids Safe” concepts to 

help guide you as you help teach children and teens about personal safety; more on 

Jacob’s story; and Sexual Offenders 101, which includes frequently asked questions and 

information about sex offenders, community notification meetings, and a timeline that 

follows the history of the JWRC’s involvement in the legislative process. 

Men Against the Trafficking of Others 

MATTOO (Men Against the Trafficking of Others) is an international organization that 

uses the empowerment of boys and men to stop the threat of sex trafficking by showing 

the direct correlation between the demand in the sex trade industry and the supply of 

humans through trafficking. They hope to elevate the male consciousness concerning the 

innate human value and dignity by exposing the sex trafficking industry. Through the use 

of media and educational materials directed at males, MATTOO exposes the reality of 

sex trafficking. 

Extinguishing The Flames: Fighting the Fire of Human Trafficking is a first-of-its-kind 

book designed to easily inform men in an engaging way about the myths and realities of 

sex trafficking.   

Sex Offender in a Congregation 

The ELCA has created a collection of resources to help congregation leaders discern 

what to do if a sex offender is in the congregation or wishes to join the congregation.  

Another helpful document is available from the Gundersen National Child Protection 

Training Center.  

Resource Reviews 

(Submitted by Dianne Klafehn, Upstate New York Synod) 

A Call to Action: Women, Religion, Violence, and Power by Jimmy Carter (Simon & 

Schuster, 2014).  

 The U. S. Department of Justice states that “there were 191,610 cases of rape or 

sexual assault in the United States in 2006, and 91 percent of the victims were 

female.”   

 “There were 24,206 cases registered in India in 2011 (one every twenty-two 

minutes), and many attacks go unreported.”   

 India is a major hub in the international sex trade. 

 In the city of Atlanta 300, children are sold into slavery every month.   

 “Modern social media have resulted in an interesting and tragic development in the 

field of prostitution in America.”   

http://mattoo.org/
http://mattoo.pinnaclecart.com/products/mattoo-education-program/
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Responding_to_Sex_Offender_in_a_congregation.pdf
http://www.gundersenhealth.org/upload/docs/NCPTC/Jacobs-Hope/Jacobs-Hope-vol2-issue1.pdf


These are just a few of the horrific statistics that demonstrate how women all around 

the world are being violated and denied their human rights. Male religious leaders are 

creating a power over women by taking phrases from the Koran and the Bible out of 

context. Whether the country is rich or poor, women are being dominated and subjected 

to rape, trafficked into a world of violence and into a state of bondage. President Carter 

tells of how male domination is very apparent in the military of the United States.  

To combat these inequalities, the tolerance of violence and warfare, former U.S. 

President Jimmy Carter and former First Lady Rosalynn Carter founded the Atlanta-

based Carter Center in 1982, which has helped to improve the quality of life for people in 

more than 70 countries. The Center, in partnership with Emory University, is committed 

to advancing human rights and alleviating unnecessary human suffering. “This is President 

Jimmy Carter’s call to action.” 

- - - - - - - 

Some Secrets Should Never be Kept by Jayneen Sanders (Upload Publishing Pty, Ltd. 

2011). This is a beautifully illustrated picture book that sensitively teaches the subject 

of keeping our children safe from inappropriate touch. Sanders explains “body safety” to 

young children in a way that is not frightening. This book is a wonderful tool for parents, 

caregivers, teachers, and health professionals. There is a section of comprehensive notes 

to the reader. Discussion questions at the back of the book help the reader and the child 

when discussing the story. Suitable for children ages 3 to 12 years.  

- - - - - - - 

Strong at the Heart: How It Feels to Heal from Sexual Abuse by Carolyn Lehman, 

with a Foreword by Laura Davis (Sky Pilot Books; 2nd edition, February 3, 2014). Hear the 

real life stories of ten adult and teen survivors who speak openly and courageously about 

the abuse they experienced, how they have healed, and how they are moving forward with 

their lives. White, black, Latino, and Native American, these everyday heroes come from 

a wide range of communities and have found different ways to cope with and overcome 

sexual trauma. They offer insight and hope for anyone—male or female--affected by this 

heinous assault on their lives. There is a resource listing in the back with a helpful 

updated guide to worldwide help organizations, as well as the best books, films, and Web 

sites on healing and resilience. 

How have you built relationships in the community? 

Send your ideas to Erica Larson, E-Quipped Coordinator (elarson@lakenokomis.org), by 

July 1 for the July 2014 issue of E-quipped for Prevention. The topic for July is 

“Relationship-building” – working on prevention with others in the community.  

Please send stories of what you have done, who you worked with, meaningful outcomes, 

and helpful tips for building relationships with others. Thank you! 

mailto:elarson@lakenokomis.org


Encouragement Circles – Just for you! 

Getting your congregation involved in preventing child sexual exploitation can be 

challenging. One way to help yourself stay focused and energized and healthy is to be in 

an “Encouragement Circle.”  

An Encouragement Circle is 4-5 people who get-together by phone once a month. Each 

participant has an opportunity to share a joy, frustration, challenge, or idea and then ask 

the group for whatever help is needed. “Help” may be a listening ear, prayer, ideas, 

strategies, encouragement – the participant decides what he/she needs from the others 

in the group.  

Interested? Contact ahartman@cherishchildren.org for more information. 

Cherish All Children 

Cherish All Children is a national Lutheran ministry of prayer, education, 

relationship-building, and action to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

Follow us on Facebook. 

“Like” Cherish All Children, keep up-to-date on the latest news, and lots more! 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend to, 

discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 

 

You are invited to give financially to support this ministry. Donations are 

tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

Are you a member of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans? You may be able to 

designate Cherish All Children to receive your Choice Dollars.  

Follow this link to learn how! 
 

Cherish All Children  

PO Box 583772 

Minneapolis, MN 55458-3772  

612.280.1259  

www.cherishchildren.org 

 
 

mailto:ahartman@cherishchildren.org
https://www.facebook.com/cherishallchildren
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/specialwebapp.vps?appid=eb2b05f1f0f40d1edeea4d27259defa4c95dc6cebafe577f90d5b973bb16107e5a10fdfb7f0fb15e86e6cf19f7a0045aa79dac5b44f4c80ea41cbbab8481be02
https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/index.html
http://www.cherishchildren.org/

