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What is Human Trafficking? 

Human trafficking is a criminal activity in which people are recruited, harbored, 
transported, provided, bought, received, or kidnapped and exploited through fraud, 
force, or coercion into situations like sexual slavery, forced labor, organ trafficking, 
or child slavery (adapted from U.S. and UN definitions).  

According to Polaris Project, the International Labor Organization estimates that 
there are 20.9 million victims of human trafficking globally, including 5.5 million 
children. 55% are women and girls. It is estimated that 100,000 children are in the 
sex trade in the United States each year. 

Vulnerabilities like poverty, gender inequality, lack of education, ethnic 
discrimination, war and armed conflict, domestic abuse, materialism, sexism, and 
high demand for women and children for sex are all contributing factors in the 
growth of human trafficking. People go into this industry because there is a high 
profit, a need for control, and low to negligible risk of legal repercussion and 
prosecution for traffickers. People who place high demand on cheap goods such as 
food and clothing and services such as housekeeping and childcare may unknowingly 
contribute to the demand for human trafficking. Discover what kind of Human 
Trafficking footprint you leave in the world on the interactive website 
www.slaveryfootprint.org.  

January 11: Human Trafficking Awareness Day 

January 11, 2015 is Human Trafficking Awareness Day. Since it falls on a Sunday in 
2015, it provides the perfect opportunity for congregations and synods to create 
awareness, educate, and mobilize people for action against sex trafficking. 

A few action ideas for Human Trafficking Awareness day: 
 Host a screening and discussion of a film about human trafficking. A list of 

movies can be found here: 
http://www.ungift.org/knowledgehub/media/films.html  

 Utilize social media to broadly push the message of prevention. 
 Host a book discussion on human trafficking, utilizing one of the resources 

listed on the Cherish All Children website, or in the Human Trafficking 
section of Good Reads.  

 Host a community forum. 
 Host a potluck dinner and discuss how sex trafficking happens in your state 

http://www.polarisproject.org/
http://www.slaveryfootprint.org/
http://www.ungift.org/knowledgehub/media/films.html
http://cherishourchildren.ctsmemberconnect.net/webpage-info.do?webPageId=648779&view=0&grpId=24355
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/human-trafficking


and brainstorm ways to prevent it. 
 Invite a survivor (who does public speaking on the topic) to speak to a group of 

churches in your community. Initiate a discussion of how your community can 
help victims of sex trafficking. 

The ELCA Justice for Women resource page has several downloadable resources that 
could be utilized by congregations to raise awareness. These include inserts about 
human trafficking and a six-session Human Trafficking Learning Series. 

Combat Human Trafficking in Super Bowl Cities 

With Super Bowl Sunday rapidly approaching, we are reminded that the audience 
that descends on the host city is expecting a party atmosphere and that young 
victims of sex trafficking are often flown into the host city for the purpose of selling 
them for sex. Cindy McCain has worked with the 2015 Super Bowl Host Committee 
to train local service industry employees to recognize the signs of abuse and to 
report any suspicions to the police. 

Congregations could observe Human Trafficking Awareness Day by starting a letter 
writing campaign to future Super Bowl Host Committees urging them to include plans 
and actions aimed at stopping sex trafficking. 

Here are a few talking points: 

Tell the host committee (or the NFL) that 

 According to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, 100,000 
to 300,000 children are sexually exploited annually in the United States. 

 The average age of entry into sex trafficking is 13. 

 Local police at previous Super Bowls have said there were not many arrests for 
sex trafficking.  However, sex trafficking is a “hidden crime” and most of the 
individuals involved in human trafficking and related offenses are never 
arrested, charged or convicted, according to the Office of Justice Programs. 
Victims are often not discovered or identified. 

 Most people will agree that a sexually exploited minor child is a victim. They 
are victims of the pimps and traffickers who force them to sell their bodies. 
They are victims of the adults who pay to have sex with them. Others are 
victims because they run away from home and are vulnerable to those who 
prey on children in malls or bus stations.   

Host committees can work with their communities to  

 Offer training on recognizing the signs of sex trafficking to airline attendants, 
taxi drivers, bartenders, hotel employees and others in the service sector. 

 Encourage the police to arrest sex traffickers and their customers. 

 Advocate within their legislatures to enact Safe Harbor legislation if that state 
does not currently have such a law in place. Safe Harbor laws treat young 
people who have been trafficked as victims instead of criminals. 

 Ask the NFL to run a PSA on sex trafficking during the Super Bowl. 

 Bring together community groups who have knowledge of and work with 
victims of sex trafficking to advise the committee. 

 

http://www.elca.org/Resources/Justice-for-Women
http://www.tucsonsentinel.com/local/report/120913_super_bowl_sex_traffic/looming-super-bowl-drives-efforts-toughen-az-sex-trafficking-laws/


Sample Letter for Human Trafficking Day 

Dear __________: 

Every year in America more than 100,000 children are forced or lured into the sex 
trafficking industry. We know that average age of entry for these children is 13.  
While this is a 365 days a year problem, we know that large sporting events like the 
Super Bowl allow sex traffickers to capitalize on the opportunity to make a profit off 
the largely male audience. 

The Super Bowl is an opportunity to: 

 call attention to the victims of sex trafficking; 

 build awareness of the signs of sex trafficking; and  

 encourage states to enact Safe Harbor legislation which recognizes trafficked 
children as victims of a crime, not criminals. 

With more than 100 million Americans watching the Super Bowl, you can help fight 
sex trafficking by encouraging the NFL to run a PSA about the hundreds of thousands 
of children forced into this criminal activity. You can host community-wide training 
for airline attendants, hotel workers, taxi drivers, and bartenders to help them 
recognize the signs of sex trafficking. You can work with your local police 
department to arrest those who engage in or make a profit from the sexual 
exploitation of children. 

We have seen a heightened awareness of child sexual exploitation in recent Super 
Bowl cities, and we hope that you will continue this fight for the safety and well-
being of children. 

Sincerely, 

(Your name and address) 

* * * * * * * 

It is too late to send letters for the 2015 Super Bowl, but you may still sign this 
online petition to ask the NFL to run an anti-trafficking PSA during the 2015 
Super Bowl. Letters can be sent to the following addresses for future Super 
Bowls: 
 

2016 San Francisco Host Committee, click on “Contact Us” 
 
2017 Houston Host Committee, click on “Contact”   
 
2018 Minneapolis:  There is no Committee website yet, but one of the 
committee co-chairs is Marilyn Nelson. Because Marilyn has been very involved 
in anti-trafficking work and may already be working on this, you may want to 
take a different tone in your letter, thanking her for her work and supporting 
any efforts that will be made to stop sex trafficking at the 2018 Super Bowl. 

 
Marilyn Nelson 
Carlson Company 

https://www.change.org/p/group-the-nfl-should-run-an-anti-sex-trafficking-psa-during-the-superbowl
http://www.sfbaysuperbowl.com/about/#VIsivhAgDff3s1RQ.97
http://www.housuperbowl.com/


701 Carlson Pkwy 
Minnetonka, MN, 55305 

Service Project: Household Items for Breaking Free 

For God’s Work Our Hands Sunday, members of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Minneapolis, MN collected household items for Breaking Free, an agency serving 
survivors of sex trafficking. Breaking Free expressed a need for home furnishings for 
their permanent housing program. Very often women arrive without even the basic 
necessities and Breaking Free does not have the resources to provide them. 

Members of Our Saviour’s collected 7 grocery bags full of household items such as 
pots and pans, silverware, towels, sheets and other household essentials. Cherish All 
Children applauds Our Saviour’s Lutheran for their support of Breaking Free. We 
encourage other congregations to reach out to agencies serving victims of sex 
trafficking to support their mission of providing direct services, transition and 
healing for survivors. 

Looking Ahead: April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month 

The month of April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) in the United States, 
providing an opportunity for people to raise awareness about sexual violence and 
how to prevent it. Teal is the official color of SAAM, and a teal ribbon is the symbol 
of sexual violence prevention. You can find more information about SAAM, along with 
resources, visuals, and graphics at the National Sexual Violence Resource Center 
website. 

In what ways are you praying for children and families? 

Send your ideas to Erica Larson, E-Quipped Coordinator (elarson@lakenokomis.org), 
by January 31 for the February 2015 issue of E-quipped for Prevention. The topic for 
February is “Prayer” – Praying for the children in our congregation and communities.  

Please send stories of ways that you or others have included prayer as a part of your 
efforts to care for and prevent the sexual exploitation of children. 

Encouragement Circles – Just for you! 

Getting your congregation involved in preventing child sexual exploitation can be 
challenging. One way to help yourself stay focused and energized and healthy is to 
be in an “Encouragement Circle.”  

An Encouragement Circle is 4-5 people who get-together by phone once a month. 
Each participant has an opportunity to share a joy, frustration, challenge, or idea 
and then ask the group for whatever help is needed. “Help” may be a listening ear, 
prayer, ideas, strategies, encouragement – the participant decides what he/she 
needs from the others in the group.  

Interested? Contact ahartman@cherishchildren.org for more information. 

http://www.breakingfree.net/
http://www.nsvrc.org/saam/about/faqs
mailto:elarson@lakenokomis.org
mailto:ahartman@cherishchildren.org


Cherish All Children 

Cherish All Children is a national Lutheran ministry of prayer, education, 
relationship-building, and action to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

Follow us on Facebook. 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend 
to, discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 
 

You are invited to give financially to support this ministry. Donations 
are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

Are you a member of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans? You may be able 
to designate Cherish All Children to receive your Choice Dollars.  

Follow this link to learn how! 
 

Cherish All Children  
PO Box 583772 

Minneapolis, MN 55458-3772  
612.280.1259  

www.cherishchildren.org 
 

https://www.facebook.com/cherishallchildren
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/specialwebapp.vps?appid=eb2b05f1f0f40d1edeea4d27259defa4c95dc6cebafe577f90d5b973bb16107e5a10fdfb7f0fb15e86e6cf19f7a0045aa79dac5b44f4c80ea41cbbab8481be02
https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/index.html
http://www.cherishchildren.org/

