
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends of Cherish All Children: 

Yes! That’s us! Cherish All Children! After several months of online surveys, phone conversations, and 

discernment, the Board of Directors decided upon “Cherish All Children” as our new name. 

We are excited about the ways our new name will inspire congregations and others to “think bigger” in 

the work they do on behalf of children. 

I am pleased to share with you our most inspiring stories of the past year. I invite you to look for ideas 

to implement in your own congregation as you read this Annual Report. 

The trafficking of children is getting more attention in the news. Now that people are aware, it’s a great 

time for prevention education and action. It’s not a simple path, but certainly a needed journey! 

Thank you for being partners with us on this journey!  

In Christ’s Service, 

Amy L. Hartman, Diaconal Minister 

National Director of Cherish All Children 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luther Seminary 

 
Members of the Senior Preaching class learned Bible 

stories, theological ideas, and helpful tips for giving a 

sermon to address child sexual exploitation. 

 

We were excited to publish our second book of 

prayers for children. THANK YOU to the 26 

different congregations that provided prayers! 
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Annual Report 
 

Cherish All Children  
is a national Lutheran ministry of prayer, 

education, relationship-building, and action to 

prevent child sexual exploitation. 

 

 

 



Upstate New York Training Tour 
Syracuse, Rochester, Cobleskill,  

and Buffalo 

 

Women from Our Saviour’s in Horseheads 

work on their plan at a training in Rochester. 

 

Bishop Marie Jerge, Dianne Klafehn, and Amy Hartman 

met at the synod office in Syracuse to plan next steps. 

 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Fulton, NY 

The Child Advocacy Center (CAC) of Oswego County has used the prayer room at Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church for at least three children and their families this year.   

Accreditation standards for the CAC prohibit anyone with a criminal record, especially a sex 
offender, to enter their premises for services. This year, a man, *Jack*, and his wife sought 
services for their little girl who was sexually abused by a former “friend of the family.”  

Jack made mistakes earlier in his life and was convicted of sexual offenses and is a level 2 sex 
offender. Since his incarceration, Jack sought treatment, took accountability for his actions 
and turned his life around, including being a relied upon husband and father in his family.   

His wife was bringing the girl to the CAC by herself, and much of the stress was falling all on 
her, contributing to other problems at home. The CAC counselors realized that the best 
treatment for the girl and her family was to involve both the mother and the father in her 
healing process, but because of the accreditation standards, Jack could not come to the CAC.   

We reached out to Prince of Peace to have a meeting place for this family, and thankfully, the 
congregation was welcoming. As a result, the little girl and her parents regularly attended 
treatment, successfully completed counseling, and all are healthier and happier.  

Jack and his wife are very glad that the CAC and Prince of Peace helped them to get through one 
of the most difficult times in their lives. 
*name changed 

Story provided by: Karrie D. Damm, LMFT, Executive Director, CAC 

There was a big “Cherish All Children” day at Holy Trinity in 

Buffalo, NY to finish the tour. Amy Hartman led an adult forum 

and gave a Temple Talk during worship. The people who are praying 

for children received a copy of “Prayers for Cherishing Children, 

Book II” and a special blessing. Pastor Lee Miller II gave an 

inspiring sermon, encouraging the congregation to pay attention to 

the needs of children facing violence in their lives. 
Left: Dianne Klafehn, Barb Wozniak, and Amy Hartman 



 The National Education Team (NET) started meeting in May and took on the task of updating 

the Congregational Manual. Because of the amazing work done in many congregations, there are 

more ministry stories to tell, resources to share, and plans for implementing the ministry. The Manual 
is much better than it was before! NET members represent the Northwestern Ohio Synod, Upstate 

New York Synod, Minneapolis Area Synod, the Board of Directors, and staff of Cherish All Children. 

Watch for the Manual’s release to the public in March 2014. 

 Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church in Minneapolis is now including specific prayers for children in 

the “Prayers of the People” during worship. The response to these prayers has been extremely 

positive. Parents say it is meaningful to hear their children’s names spoken in worship; others say 

that it is a wonderful reminder of our baptismal promise to pray for children; and, children nudge 

their siblings with excitement in seeing their names printed in the bulletin prayer petitions! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We worked with the Lutheran Coalition for Public Policy in Minnesota in support of legislation to 

provide funding for staffing, specialized housing, and recovery services for child trafficking victims. 

Through the efforts of many, $2.4 million was dedicated to this purpose. THANK YOU to our other 

partners in this effort: The Advocates for Human Rights and The Family Partnership. 
 

 Pastor Ann Marshall of Zoar Lutheran Church in Perrysburg, OH shares their 2013 highlights: 

We sponsored a R.A.D. Kids event, teaching elementary-aged children how to be safe in a 
variety of potentially dangerous environments.  

Fourteen people attended a “Stewards of Children” training to learn the signs of child sexual 
abuse and what actions a concerned adult might take.  

Several of our Cherish All Children leaders attended an internet safety seminar offered by 
our local sheriff’s department. Afterwards, even a couple of our tech-savvy members 
confessed to being astonished and frightened by the proliferation of sites where sexual 
predators can solicit and seduce unwary children. At our invitation, the presenter led one of 
our confirmation classes on this topic and we plan to offer a seminar for parents in 2014.  

We also continued to focus energy on educating our congregation and community about human 
trafficking, a significant problem in the greater Toledo area. Toledo is an “origin city,” where 
children are lured into sexually exploitive situations and then trafficked to other cities. 

We made human trafficking a focus of our worship and Christian education on Human 
Trafficking Awareness Day in January 2014, and we plan to offer a public screening about 
international human trafficking later this year. 

* * * * * * * 

Special thanks to… 

 Individuals, congregations, women’s organizations, and synods who donate to this ministry! 

 Thrivent Financial members who gave Choice Dollars to Cherish All Children.  

 The many people who gave their time, talents, and energy to carry out our mission. 

Sample Prayer Petition: Jesus who welcomed children, we give you thanks for the children, youth, 

and young adults in this congregation. Today we remember and rejoice with those who are 

celebrating the anniversary of their baptism this week: (name the children/youth/young adults). We 

ask a special blessing upon those who provide for their needs and well-being. We ask your protection, 

guidance, and inspiration as you walk with them in their journey of service and love of neighbor. Lord, 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. (From Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church, Minneapolis) 

 



 There were 32 different writers for the Wednesday Prayer, the most ever! When we started 

the Wednesday Prayer in 2007, there was only one writer. Now, more faith leaders are seeing the 

importance of engaging congregations in prevention. Thank you Holy Spirit! 
 

 We received a grant from the Bethlehem Lutheran Church Foundation to expand our work with 

congregations in the Minneapolis Area Synod. We will be doing a survey with fifty congregations to 

learn what they are currently doing with prevention, how they would like to expand their efforts, and 

what training and resources they need. To best carry out this work with congregations, we decided to 

create a new staff position. 

We are pleased to announce that we have hired Ginny Rudloff, a member of Lake Nokomis 

Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, to be our Minneapolis Prevention Coordinator. Ginny comes to us 

with vast experience advocating for vulnerable children, training volunteers, and helping her own 

congregation get involved with Cherish All Children. Welcome Ginny!  

 People from outside the organization are interested in learning about Cherish All Children! This 

past year there was an article about this ministry in CaringConnections, an online journal of pastoral 

care. After the presentation at Luther Seminary, we were invited to write an article for their 

WorkingPreacher.org website, which was published January 2, 2014.  
 

 The Northwestern Ohio Synod Task Force has three members who are equipped to provide 

“Stewards of Children” training. Their goal is that every rostered leader in the synod will attend 

this training in order to better serve the needs of children. From their annual congregation survey, 

they learned that one-fourth of the 163 congregations in the synod are embracing Cherish All 

Children, doing one or more of the components or forming committees to do the ministry work. 

 

 
Smiles after the race… 

Go Team! 

A storm delayed the triathlon 

for two hours, causing extra 

challenges for the day. 

Team Cherish All Children 

overcame the difficulties and 

finished the race! 

What an AWESOME Team! 

 
Names of exploitation victims we 

remembered during the race were 

written on our Team bracelets.  
 

 

 

 

 

The 2013 financial report for Cherish All Children can be found on our website. 

 

Cherish All Children is a social ministry organization, affiliated with the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America. Donations to Cherish All Children are tax-deductible. 

 

      

    

Cherish All Children 

PO Box 583772 

Minneapolis, MN 55458 

612.280.1259 

www.cherishchildren.org 


