
 

 

Wednesday Prayer 

First Sunday of Christmas 

 

After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to 
them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his 
understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his 
mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have 
been searching for you in great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were you searching for 
me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?”  Luke 2:46-49 
 

Parents worry.  It’s what we do, and Mary and Joseph were no different.  In a world with no cell 
phones or Amber Alerts, they had to walk and search for three days before they found the pre-
adolescent Jesus in the temple.  And his response?  “Why were you looking for me?  Didn’t you 
know I would be here?”  He assumed they would know where he was and that in the temple, he 
would be safe.   
 
In an ideal world, one would think that a temple, or a church, or any place of worship would be a 
safe place for youth, but unfortunately that’s not always the case.  The body of Christ is made up 
of humans, and some of them take advantage of the assumed security to exploit children and 
youth.  We need to be vigilant and take steps to make our sanctuaries safe places for everyone.   
Prayer is the first step, but our prayers must lead to action.  Child safety policies, background 
checks for adults who work with youth, education for youth about healthy relationships, and 
education for adults about how to recognize signs of risk and exploitation are all steps that can be 
taken to create safe spaces for youth. 
 
Jesus was found in the temple listening to the teachers and asking questions.  A church should 
be a safe place where youth can come and ask questions of caring adults, and in the process, 
find Jesus.  To cherish all children means to provide a place for children and youth where they 
can be safe, both physically and emotionally, and where they can hear the good news of God’s 
saving grace that comes to us through a baby in a manger.  

God of Grace, enter our hearts this Christmas season and stir us to cherish all children as 
we cherish the baby in the manger.  Keep us mindful that in showing love and care and 
concern to them, we show it to Jesus.  Amen.  
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