
 

 

Wednesday Prayer 

Third Sunday of Advent 

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

   to the ends of the earth;  

and he shall be the one of peace.  Micah 5:5a 

The clans of Judah, the villages, the families, the communities of this out of the way place are 

under the watchful eye of God, who is about to turn the world toward justice and peace.  The 

oppressor will not see it coming, for the ways of God are not noticed by those who exploit, abuse, 

and victimize the innocent, the forgotten, and the vulnerable.  As we of the Cherish All Children 

community participate in what God is doing, we notice.  We notice increasing awareness of 

exploitation, increasing conversation, legislation, activity, and an increasing web of relationships 

which resist exploitation in all its forms.  The security and wellbeing of which Micah prophesied 

does not just happen.  It comes about by a confluence of faithful efforts on the part of God, and 

God’s people.   

I serve a congregation in the Toledo, Ohio area, and our ad-hoc ecumenical group is beginning to 

work on a community wide series of events for 2019 dealing with pain.  As we have learned 

about the severe opioid epidemic in Ohio we have learned that for those who struggle with 

addiction, who abuse, or exploit there is a deep sense of pain and fracturing.  These sufferings 

inform and promote exploitative behavior.  So we and our congregations are going to dig into that 

causal pain and that fracturing through community activities, learning events and resource 

building.  In all of that, we hope to reduce the pain and alienation felt in our communities, and 

with love and mercy be involved in prevention of tragedy.   

Our villages and towns, our families and communities are being shaped by God as God turns the 

world around.  The one who is to come, God’s servant Jesus, shall be present in those places 

seeking out where the greatest pain is, the greatest loss, and will be dwelling there waiting for us 

to arrive to work with him to build peace and security and hope.   

God of justice and peace, shape us to be present for those who are hurting. Equip us to 

act with love, mercy, and understanding as you turn things around through your work and 

ours. Amen. 

 

Written by Pastor Nathan Tuff, Olivet Lutheran, and a Cherish All Children Board Member.  

“A most blessed Advent and Christmas to you from your sisters and brothers at Olivet Lutheran 

Church in Sylvania, Ohio.”  

 

 


