
 

 

Wednesday Prayer 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Thanking God for you 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I 
am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to 
completion by the day of Jesus Christ.  Philippians 1:3-6 

This week marks one year of Cherish All Children joining with Lutheran Social Service, and this 
month marks twelve years since being incorporated as a business. For the well-being of all 
children - Thanks be to God!  

It was a joy to be in worship with one of our founding congregations this past Sunday, as they 
continue to support our mission both in their actions to keep children safe from exploitation, and 
in their gifts as a “Mission of the Month” congregation. I am so thankful for each of you, for your 
prayers and work over these years to continue this mission for the sake of our young people.  

Paul is thanking the Philippians with joy, even as he is imprisoned, in an isolated and lonely 
place. He recognizes that his work of spreading the Gospel requires the good work of others to 
share the truth, and this provides a light in the darkness of his current situation. We know our 
work to prevent child sexual exploitation and trafficking requires the good work of so many, to 
share the hard, dark truth of what some of our children suffer. And then to step into the work of 
prevention, to keep others from going down a dangerous path. I hear from some of our longtime 
supporters that this work can sometimes feel isolated and lonely. And then we join with others, 
and we pray, and we are reminded that we live in the good news of Jesus and we must carry on. 

Paul continues in verse 9, “And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and 
more with knowledge and full insight to help you determine what is best.”  

Dear loving and gracious God, you bring us together in community, to share your love 

with all. Help us to use the knowledge you provide to do the work of protecting children 

from exploitation. When we feel isolated or lonely, remind us that we are not alone in this 

mission, that you work powerfully within us to continue this ministry that began over a 

decade ago. Equip and guide us forward. We give you thanks, Amen. 

 

Today’s Wednesday Prayer was written by Joy McElroy, Cherish All Children Executive Director.  


