
 

 

Wednesday Prayer 

Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise. There shall 
be a time of anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first came into existence. 
But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone who is found written in the book. 
Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise shall shine like the 
brightness of the sky, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever 
and ever.  Daniel 12:1-3 

This passage, in dealing with thoughts of an afterlife, brings to light signs of hope, even in times of 
suffering and chaos in our world and in the lives of many around us. God may seem so far away to 
those who are suffering deeply in systems of injustice and exploitation. While a perpetrator may do 
their best to try and erase the existence of a youth in their grasp, we must work to be sure they are 
known and loved. This is where some, called the wise here, may “shine like the brightness of the sky” 
not only in the end of time, but today.  

A survivor who successfully worked through a long and challenging program questioned, “Can I do it? 
Am I good enough?” She goes on to say, “I had one foot on the street, and one foot on wanting to do 
right.” Those who worked with her in the program proclaim, “We have such an important responsibility 
– to be the last person to give up on someone.” They shine like the brightness of the sky when it most 
likely doesn’t feel like that on a daily basis. They share a profound hope with those who need it most.  

This week a panel of law enforcement, county attorneys, social workers, and others came together to 
talk about what they are doing in their Central Minnesota community to support youth at risk of 
exploitation and those who have suffered from exploitation. This is complex and challenging work. 
Youth are supported and protected as best as possible, and perpetrators are brought to justice as 
best as possible. The final days will bring a justice we cannot know at this time, but we can play a role 
today as protectors of children, not ever giving up on someone. We don’t need to be in a powerful 
role to support and protect children. Each of us can do our part to reach out to children and youth in 
our own lives, providing them with support, guidance and hope.  

Dear God, in times of suffering and chaos in our world, guide us to be protectors of 
children and youth. In the complexities of unjust systems, lead us to do our part, whether 
our role is large or small. In the hope of life eternal, Amen. 

 

Today’s Wednesday Prayer was written by Joy McElroy, Cherish All Children Executive Director.  

 

 

 


