
 

Wednesday Prayer 

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 

But Jesus said to them again, "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!  It is easier for 

a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 

God."  They were greatly astounded and said to one another, "Then who can be saved?"  Jesus 

looked at them and said, "For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are 

possible."  Peter began to say to him, "Look, we have left everything and followed you."  Jesus 

said, "Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father 

or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, who will not receive a 

hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with 

persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life.  But many who are first will be last, and the last 

will be first." Mark 10:17-31 (excerpted) 

A man is struggling with a moral tension. He asks Jesus for the formula to immortality. Instead, Jesus 

compounds the tension by posing an economic quandary. This story forces us as readers to examine our 

own lives by asking ourselves difficult questions.  How do we follow the law and commandments, knowing 

that Jesus continually challenges us to take it to the next level? This existential tension touches every 

aspect of our faith journey. And it’s not resolved at the end of the story. 

But sprinkled into the puzzle are nuggets of hope. They are the familiar, frequently quoted verses: “[F]or 

God all thing are possible,” and “[M]any who are first will be last, and the last will be first."  

These are reminders of how God’s grace extends to us. In our desire for perfection, which none of us can 

ever possess, God offers the paradox of grace, sometimes through the complete reversal of roles and 

expectations. Or to paraphrase Amos, when we sincerely seek God, justice and righteousness, life 

follows. (Amos 5:5-6, 10-15).   

Here is where the oppressed become the honored, the exploited become the inheritors of the kingdom. 

The children who have lost their security and freedom are restored and healed, while those who stole their 

freedom and innocence experience a reckoning. And Jesus says this as a promise; a vision of what will 

be—of what God can make possible. 

So we take this as our hope and our inspiration to undertake the work and move forward, even in our 

imperfect world of unresolved issues.   

God, strengthen our resolve to care for “the last” and to safeguard their future. Give all children 

the chance to be who you created them to be—cherished members of the community. Help us find 

new ways to work together to choose good, speak truth and establish justice.  

 
Today’s Prayer was written by Gay Gonnerman, the lay faith formation minister at Lutheran Church of 

Christ the Redeemer in south Minneapolis, and who works in development for a non-profit agency.  

 


