
 

 

Wednesday Prayer 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

Seeking Truth 

People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the 

disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to 

them, "Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that 

the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 

God as a little child will never enter it." And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on 

them, and blessed them.  Mark 10:13-16 

 

It is yet another very challenging week in our country, divided by differing beliefs, seeking truth. 

Jesus found himself in these situations continuously, in a time when the differing perspectives of 

Jews and Romans were stark, and Jesus was put to the test with questioning from not only those 

who opposed him, but his followers as well.  

In earlier verses in this chapter of Mark, Jesus is questioned about divorce. His answer, as usual, 

provides much to contemplate, given the laws of the time and the place of women in society. 

Reflecting on this text, Professor Karoline Lewis of Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN states, “Is the 

issue at stake less about divorce and symptomatic of the larger subject of vulnerability?” People 

on the edges – women and children, those who are marginalized by race, religion, gender, those 

who are not believed because their story is not our story – Jesus continuously reached out to the 

vulnerable. 

By shifting this story to raise up the children, who were of little status and highly vulnerable, 

Jesus is leading us to the truth. The truth that it is to these that the kingdom of heaven belongs. 

We are struggling as a society to recognize and raise up the vulnerable. We are struggling to 

recognize the truth. Story after story is coming out of the powerful dominating the vulnerable. 

Women and children continue to be sexually exploited right in our own communities. Let us have 

the courage to use our power as Jesus did, to seek the truth and raise up the vulnerable.  

Gracious and loving God, help us to seek your truth. Help us to see the vulnerable in our 

society and act to lovingly support all, especially those who have been harmed. Bring us 

together in these times of division, reminding us that you are here in the midst of it all. 

Amen. 

 

Today’s Wednesday Prayer was written by Joy McElroy, Cherish All Children Executive Director. 


