
 

 

Wednesday Prayer 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing 
songs of praise.  Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church 
and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer 
of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed 
sins will be forgiven.   James 5:13-16 
 
Prayer is a pillar of our faith and a pillar of Cherish All Children. There are many ways to pray and 
many situations that call us to prayer. But to some it may seem like a simple, or ineffective, or 
naïve approach to difficulties in the world. To others, it may seem like a last resort. They may not 
have prayed in years, until something occurs that literally brings them to their knees in desperate 
prayer. But James reminds us, as he reminded the people of Jerusalem, to pray always, in all 
circumstances. Prayers of thanksgiving, prayers for healing, prayers for forgiveness, are all 
welcomed by God and responded to by God. 
 
Prayer is also a practice that spans all expressions of faith. We spend a lot of time and energy 
fighting with or ridiculing other denominations. If we focused that energy in prayer for each other 
as Christians, and joined together to fight the evil forces of the world like sexual exploitation of 
children, we could strengthen our stance and build a healthier world. By the same token, if we 
also prayed for all the healthy families and children, their health and happiness would create a 
stronger ripple through our world. 
 
Prayer is more than a starting point in addressing sexual exploitation, it’s the very foundation of 
all that we do. As we educate, connect and act, we should continue to pray without ceasing so 
that every effort is infused with our connection to God, invoking the Holy Spirit to blow through all 
that is said and done to help victims of exploitation. 

All merciful and powerful God, hear our prayers as we lift up all that is on our hearts 
seeking your care and response.  We pray for strength every day to do all in our power to 
reach out and heal the world and end sexual exploitation.  We offer prayers of thanks and 
praise for all that has been done to support victims and pray that the hearts and actions of 
the perpetrators will be changed.  We pray that your love and peace will draw all people of 
faith together in prayer and in doing your work in the world.  Amen.   

 

Written by Kay Kinkel, MA,MSW, formerly rostered as an Associate in Ministry in the ELCA, and 
now a Licensed Independent Clinical Social Worker.   

 


