
 

Wednesday Prayer 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

  

And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted 

by the Father.” Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about 

with him. So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter answered 

him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe 

and know that you are the Holy One of God.”  John 6:65-69 

 

Discipleship can be hard. The excitement can wane and passion can dwindle when hard questions 

are asked or when the rubber hits the road in the reality of everyday live. It’s hard to keep up the 

enthusiasm we initially felt for the ministry of cherishing all children by preventing sexual exploitation 

and helping those victimized by sex trafficking, when others refuse to join us, or criticize us, or are 

unappreciative of our efforts. We start to wonder if what we’re doing is a faithful response to God’s 

word. It’s scary to think that unbelief is not only among “them”, but it can be among the faithful 

disciples as well. 

 

When we start to feel empty, it’s important to go back to where we are fed, go back to the Word of 

God that comes to us in Christ. In the midst of the giving, take time to receive and to be filled with the 

Holy Spirit, as it’s only through the Holy Spirit that we have faith. Take time to look at the progress 

that has been made in helping victims. God’s work continues even in what appears to be failure and 

it’s also our call as disciples to point to God’s activity in the world and proclaim it. 

 

It's human nature to want to walk away from difficulties, but Peter ends this passage on a word of 

hope. We hear it in our lesson today, and every Sunday in our liturgy as we open our hearts to hear 

the Gospel. When we are reminded that Jesus is the word of eternal life, and that God will never give 

up on us or our ministry, we are empowered to continue to pray, educate, advocate and offer hope to 

those who suffer, especially those trapped in sexual exploitation. 

 

Gracious and loving God, your word feeds your people with eternal life every day. Strengthen 

us to persevere in sharing your life-giving word with those who have not yet heard it. We pray 

in words and in action for the freedom and salvation for those who are held in the grips of 

sexual exploitation. In Jesus’s name we pray, Amen.   

 

Today's Wednesday Prayer was written by Kay Kinkel, MA, MSW, formerly rostered as an Associate 

in Ministry in the ELCA, and now a Licensed Graduate Social Worker. 

 

Please also pray for church communities engaging in many social justice issues, to support healing 

and hopeful ways forward together. 


