
 

 

Wednesday Prayer 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost – He brought them out from their distress 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever. Let the redeemed of 
the Lord say so, those he redeemed from trouble and gathered in from the lands, from the east and 
from the west, from the north and from the south.  Psalm 107:1-3 

I need the Psalmist today. I need to hear the words of thanks to the Lord, for he is good, his steadfast love 

endures forever. The Psalm goes on to hear from those who cried to the Lord; they “were at their wits’ 

end” and “he brought them out from their distress.”  
 

Last night I couldn’t sleep for the images of children were flooding my mind and heart. The first image 

was one of pure joy – a video of my 10-month old great-niece struggling to stay upright in the garden of 

her windy Colorado valley home. The audio of her babbling and her father’s encouragement. The next 

images were those of children behind fences, or lined up on floors of centers with a mat and a sheet of 

foil, separated from their parents at borders here in the U.S., with audio of children crying, confused, 

calling out for their parents. Most of us cannot even imagine this level of distress, and therefore we are 

called to act as people of faith to protect the vulnerable, to value the humanity and dignity of every child 

of God.   
 

ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, along with inter-religious faith leaders, have issued a statement 

calling for the end to family separation at the border.  http://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/7935  
 

We also encourage you to engage with Ammparo, ELCA’s strategy to Accompanying Migrant Minors with 

Protection, Advocacy, Representation, and Opportunities. One of their key commitments: Uphold and 

guarantee basic human rights and safety of migrant children and their families. We are needed right now 

to uphold the goodness of the Lord.  http://www.elca.org/ammparo  
 

Dear God of goodness and love, give us the courage, strength and will to be your redeeming hand in 

this time of distress.  We give you thanks, Amen. 

 

 

Today's Wednesday Prayer was written by Joy McElroy, Cherish All Children Executive Director. 
 

Please also pray for those providing care of children separated from their parents, for love and support. 
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