
 

 

Wednesday Prayer 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost – The Mighty Mustard Seed 

  

With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it?  It is like a mustard 

seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown 

it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of 

the air can make nests in its shade." Mark 4:30-32 

 

This is the time of Vacation Bible Schools, Summer Youth Outreach Programs, gatherings of young people 

eager to swim and play, with counselors and adults all working tirelessly (or really tiredly!) to keep them 

safe, and share the message of the Gospel. This is the time of planting seeds.  

 

In using the smallest of seeds, the mustard seed, and one most ordinary in that day, Jesus describes how 

the smallest of things can eventually transform a whole landscape. Yesterday I observed a young adult 

encouraging each child who got “out” in a 4-square game, “Good job, you’ll get another turn, you got 

this!” And I saw the smiles on those little faces grow. These children felt safe, and cared for. Something 

which may seem insignificant may grow into something grand, may provide shelter and security as the 

kingdom of God.  

 

In our prevention work, we can remember this parable. Seeds we are planting when we participate in a 

youth program or event, when we talk to a young person about something little or significant in their life, 

when we show up and reach out – all have the potential to provide safety and a cool sanctuary. Let us 

pray for this sanctuary for all children, and especially for those who are exposed and vulnerable.  

 

God of shelter, we pray that our everyday actions may serve as tiny seeds planted in the lives of young 

people. Fill us with patience and loving care, that all the youth we engage with may grow in the safety 

of your sheltering grace.  Amen. 

 

 

Today's Wednesday Prayer was written by Joy McElroy, Cherish All Children Executive Director. 

 

Please also pray for pastors, youth workers, summer school teachers, counselors, and all who work with 

children and youth in the summer months, that they reach children in healthy and affirming ways.  


