
 

 

Wednesday Prayer 
Second Sunday After Pentecost 

One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields; and as they made their way his disciples began to pluck 
heads of grain. The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?” And he 
said to them, “Have you never read what David did when he and his companions were hungry and in need of 
food? He entered the house of God, when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is 
not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and he gave some to his companions.” Then he said to them, “The 
Sabbath was made for humankind, and not humankind for the Sabbath; so the Son of Man is lord even of the 
Sabbath.” Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered hand. They watched him 
to see whether he would cure him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse him. And he said to the man who 
had the withered hand, “Come forward.” Then he said to them, “Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the 
Sabbath, to save life or to kill?” Mark 2:23--3:5 
 
The complex issue of immigration has come to the forefront of the news this week because of reports that the 
Department of Health and Human Services has lost track of nearly 1,500 immigrant children who crossed the U.S.-
Mexico border unaccompanied by adults. HHS officials have argued that it is not the department’s legal 
responsibility to find these children after they have been placed in the care of the HHS’s Office of Refugee 
Resettlement.  
 
The moral outrage that has ensued questions the policy and practices of immigration officials, and the humanity of 
those policies. And, the great fear is that many of the missing children may now be the victims of human trafficking. 
Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) has argued that it is “a matter of humanity, not simply legal responsibility, citing a case 
in which federal officials had turned over eight immigrant children to human traffickers.” 
 
The concern of the Pharisees in this passage in Mark is what is lawful to do on the Sabbath. But Jesus says that the 
Sabbath was made for humankind, not the other way around. Jesus is committed to preserving human life, and 
there is nothing that is more valuable and important than removing suffering and disadvantage. Whatever laws 
may be in place, our Christian concern for the humanity and dignity of all people is what drives us towards this 
work of combating child sexual exploitation. It is up to us to call for accountability and action so that no child will be 
“lost” because of strict adherence to the laws of our land.  
 
Here’s a place to start. AMMPARO is a holistic, whole church commitment by the ELCA, as a church in the world, to 
accompany children today and in the future. 
 
God of refuge and strength, give us the vigor and wisdom to be voices of light in the midst of darkness. Help us to 
care for the most vulnerable among us. Show us how to treat all children with love, dignity, care and 
compassion. In the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior, Amen.  
 
This week’s Wednesday Prayer was written by Deacon Erica Larson, Director of Faith Formation at Lake Nokomis 
Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, MN.  
 


