
God reminds US that he loves us 

Wednesday Prayer
Holy Trinity Sunday

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him.”   John 3:7

During her last two years in college, my daughter began to question her faith, 
as many late adolescents do, and took what I called her “journey through 
Judaism”.  She studied Hebrew and the tenets of the Jewish tradition and 
became involved in a Jewish service sorority on campus. As Yom Kippur 
approached, Claire asked one of her sorority sisters the significance of the 
highest holy day.  Her friend’s response was “We remind God that he loves 
us”.  (I’m not fact-checking Jewish theology here, just quoting her response.)  
Core beliefs from years of Lutheran Christian worship and faith formation 
welled up inside her, and Claire responded “We don’t remind God that he 
loves us, God reminds US that he loves us!”  That moment sparked her 
deeper exploration of her beliefs and return to Christian faith practices.  

Throughout history, women were condemned by cultural practices, particularly 
those women who are used sexually by men for nothing more than physical 
satisfaction.  In Biblical times they were stoned to death, and later imprisoned 
and condemned from pulpits.  Although in recent years, more in-depth 
sociological study of human systems has revealed that they are actually the 
victims of others who take advantage of them, those core beliefs of 
condemnation remain tightly woven in their inner fabric, and they can’t dare to 
believe that others can accept them, and it’s certainly too hard to believe that 
God would love them and welcome them into God’s family.

Here in this passage, God reminds us again that God loves us.  God’s grace 
is so deep and so wide and so all-encompassing, that it is difficult for us to 
believe even when we have been raised in the Christian faith.  We need to re-
read this passage and accept it for ourselves, and we need to share it with 
others, particularly those who have been caught up in sex trafficking.  We 
need to pray it, educate others about it, and act it out in our daily lives 
individually and corporately as the church through acceptance, love, and care 
for victims of sex trafficking.  We need to BE the gospel in the world for those 
who are breaking free from the bondage of sex trafficking so that they can 
also break free from self-loathing and self-condemnation.
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Holy Trinity, we pray that God’s word will inspire us, Jesus’ love and 
grace will embrace us and the fire of the Holy Spirit will ignite in our 
hearts and burn brightly through our lives, especially in our ministry to 
prevent sexual exploitation.  We pray that the truth of the gospel will 
sustain us as we all strive to accept and live out your incredible love for 
us. Amen.

Today's Wednesday Prayer was written by Kay Kinkel, MA, MSW, formerly 

rostered as an Associate in Ministry in the ELCA, and now is a Licensed 

Graduate Social Worker.  

Please also pray for individuals who have been introduced to the supportive 

services of caring professionals; that they be ready to receive this loving care.

Cherish All Children is a ministry within Lutheran Social Service MN that 

equips congregations to prevent child sexual exploitation.

Your donations make this ministry possible! Give today!

Are you a member of Thrivent Financial?

If so, you can designate Cherish All Children to receive

your Choice Dollars. Click here!

"Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend to, discuss,
resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation."
(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1)

www.cherishallchildren.org

Our mailing address is:

Cherish All Children

1605 Eustis Street

St. Paul, MN 55108

We hope you enjoy joining us in prayer each Wednesday.
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