
We pray that they, too, will be able to lift a heartfelt "Alleluia!"

Wednesday Prayer
for Easter

But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they 
laid him. Mark 16:6

During the course of Holy Week, with Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter 
Sunday worship, we relive the full spectrum of the final days of Jesus’ life on earth We 
remember Jesus’ Last Supper with the disciples with the pronouncement of the New 
Covenant along with the pronouncement that someone will betray him. We hear again 
about the humiliation he suffered, the mocking taunts as he was crowned with thorns, 
the beatings, and the agonizing death on the cross. Then on Easter norming, we raise 
the Alleluia’s and celebrate the triumphant resurrection.

But if you look in most sanctuaries on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, the crowd 
is sparse compared to Easter morning worship. People tend to avoid this part of the 
story because it isn’t pleasant or fun. It’s difficult to hear. It makes us uncomfortable. 
The stories told by those who have been victims of human trafficking are also difficult 
to hear and they can contain many of the same elements of the Passion Story, including 
humiliation, beatings, and being held subject to someone else’s power and control. It’s 
important for us as disciples to listen to the Passion Story so we are aware of what he 
went through for our sake. It’s also important for us to listen to the stories of victims 
because few will, and they need to know that someone cares enough to listen.

We also need to share the Passion Story, in its entirety, with those who have been 
victimized by human traffickers for two reasons. First, so they understand that Jesus 
knows what it means to suffer. They are not alone because Jesus was with them and is 
with them as they continue to struggle with the trauma and the memories of their 
experience. Second, they need to hear that Jesus died for them too, that they are loved 
and forgiven children of God and brothers and sisters with us in God’s kingdom. We 
can help victims understand that they will also share in the resurrection and will be 
lifted to a new life.

God of grace and mercy, you loved us so much that you came to us in the only 
way we could understand, as a human being. You suffered physical and emotional 
pain and gave your life so that we might live. We pray that our response to this 
amazing gift is a response of thanksgiving to you and outreach with your 
profound message of love and hope to those who have not heard it, especially 
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those who have suffered from human trafficking We pray that they, too, will be 
able to lift a heartfelt “Alleluia!”. Amen.

Today's content was written by Kay Kinkel, MA,MSW, who was formerly rostered 
as an Associate in Ministry in the ELCA, and now is a Licensed Graduate Social 
Worker. 

Please also lift up in prayer:

l All God’s children - that their lives and futures are filled with your love. 

l Exploited children – to find safety and healing; Vulnerable children - to 
find safe people and places; Perpetrators – to stop their abusive and 
exploitive behaviors; and Bystanders – to intervene on behalf of 
children.

l Cherish All Children leaders, congregations, synods, and all those 
working tirelessly to protect and cherish all God's children.

Cherish All Children is a social ministry that equips
congregations to prevent child sexual exploitation.

"Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend to, discuss,
resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation."

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1)

Your donations make this ministry possible! Give today!

Are you a member of Thrivent Financial?
If so, you can designate Cherish All Children to receive

your Choice Dollars. Click here to learn how!

| Cherish All Children | 1605 Eustis Street | St. Paul, MN 55108 | 
www.cherishallchildren.org
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