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This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 
light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with 
him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we 
walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

Much of the scripture for this week is about living together in community. Christ has 
revealed himself to the disciples and has told them to go out and share the story of 
God’s love for humanity. We are told to live in peace with each other, that if we walk 
in the light we have fellowship with one another.

Living in connection to each other we take on a responsibility for the well-being of that 
community. When one hurts, all hurt. When one celebrates, we all celebrate. We have 
children in our community who are not able to share that joy. Their lives have been 
disrupted by family discord, abuse, chemical dependency and a myriad of experiences 
which make them vulnerable. As their community we need to respond in a way that 
prevents others from exploiting that vulnerability.

I just learned about a young man in my community whose parents divorced while he 
was quite young and he lost track of his father. Years later, after they finally reunited, 
his father became ill and died. His mother, devastated by this loss, was swallowed up 
by alcoholism, lost her job, and left their home. Somehow through all of this, he 
continued to do well in school and recently was awarded a scholarship for “Beating the 
Odds.” I happen to know that his neighbors, his church community, his school, and his 
extended family reached out to him in a variety of ways and I have to believe that the 
power of living in loving community helped him along the way. This loving 
community walked together in the light to prevent this child from falling and helped 
him “Beat the Odds". Today they are proudly celebrating his accomplishment. That is 
prevention.

Creator of all that is loving and good, Walk in the light with us to share the power 
of your love for each and every one of us. Help us recognize those who could use a 
helping hand, a kind word, or a friendly advocate. Guide us as we learn to live in 
fellowship with each other. In Jesus name, Amen.
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Today's content was written by Ginny Rudloff, Prevention Coordinator for 
Cherish All Children. 

Please also lift up in prayer:

l All God’s children - that their lives and futures are filled with your love. 

l Exploited children – to find safety and healing; Vulnerable children - to 
find safe people and places; Perpetrators – to stop their abusive and 
exploitive behaviors; and Bystanders – to intervene on behalf of 
children.

l Cherish All Children leaders, congregations, synods, and all those 
working tirelessly to protect and cherish all God's children.

Cherish All Children is a social ministry that equips
congregations to prevent child sexual exploitation.

"Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend to, discuss,
resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation."
(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1)

Your donations make this ministry possible! Give today!

Are you a member of Thrivent Financial?
If so, you can designate Cherish All Children to receive

your Choice Dollars. Click here to learn how!

| Cherish All Children | 1605 Eustis Street | St. Paul, MN 55108 | 
www.cherishallchildren.org
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