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Little Children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is 
righteous, just as he is righteous. 1 John 3:7

Mia (not her real name) was a survivor of ritualistic sexual abuse and trafficking, and 
she lived half a world away from me. A friend connected us through our blogs because 
Mia wanted to educate the law enforcement in her area. I had spoken to and trained 
police officers in my home state of Minnesota. To start our conversation, I emailed 
Mia a short version of my story, how I was raped at gunpoint in the mountains of 
Colorado. When the attacker took a chain and told me to sit by a large tree, I knew my 
life could clearly end that day. I cried out, “In the name of God, please don’t do this!” 
And I watch the man visibly recoil from my words. “Don’t talk about God!” he yelled, 
knocking me down with a blow from the chain. He then fled, and I was able to escape. 
Much later, I realized I had witnessed a divine intervention, and I gave my life to the 
Lord.

Mia’s response to my sharing surprised and saddened me. She emailed back, “I must 
ask you NOT to mention God or religion in any of your correspondence with me. 
Those words are quite triggering, since the abuse I endured was perpetrated in the 
name of religion.” I wanted to cry: what had been a life-saving experience for me—
finding a loving God following a vicious attack—was equally traumatic and stifling in 
her mind. I wanted to tell her that wasn’t who God is! I wanted to assure her she had it 
all wrong and I had found the true answer to healing from trauma. But I could not say 
those things to her. I knew in my heart that I had to honor what she asked me to do: to 
be gentle, non-judgmental, and validating to her in her own experience. I prayed that 
God would eventually lead Mia to see He wanted only good for her, and not harm. But 
for the time being, I promised her I would not violate her trust.

Jesus said the meek (the humble, tranquil, gentle, downtrodden, marginalized) will 
inherit the earth (whatever happiness can be enjoyed here below). We must believe 
each survivor’s own experience confirms her truth about whatever trauma occurred in 
her life. Each survivor has feelings that deserve attention, are worth investing in, are 
worth hearing about! Healing comes by different paths for different people. April is 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month. What better time to pray for all victims/survivors of 
sexual violence.

Lord, hear our prayer for all survivors, no matter their background, persuasion 
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or world view. Let healing begin with our open hearts and gentle hands. Amen

Today's content was written by Meg Blaine Corrigan, the author of Then I Am 
Strong: Moving From My Mother’s Daughter To God’s Child. See more of her story in 
E-Quipped for Prevention later this week.

Please also lift up in prayer:

l All God’s children - that their lives and futures are filled with your love. 

l Exploited children – to find safety and healing; Vulnerable children - to 
find safe people and places; Perpetrators – to stop their abusive and 
exploitive behaviors; and Bystanders – to intervene on behalf of 
children.

l Cherish All Children leaders, congregations, synods, and all those 
working tirelessly to protect and cherish all God's children.

Cherish All Children is a social ministry that equips
congregations to prevent child sexual exploitation.

"Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend to, discuss,
resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation."
(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1)

Your donations make this ministry possible! Give today!

Are you a member of Thrivent Financial?
If so, you can designate Cherish All Children to receive

your Choice Dollars. Click here to learn how!

| Cherish All Children | 1605 Eustis Street | St. Paul, MN 55108 | 
www.cherishallchildren.org
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