
E-Quipped for Prevention

April 12, 2018

Caritas Vocal Ensemble – On Sunday, April 29 Caritas Vocal Ensemble will perform 
in concert to raise funds and awareness for prevention of child sexual exploitation and 
trafficking. Caritas’ audiences are treated to a concert of delightful a cappella choral 
music. Sacred and secular, traditional, contemporary and culturally diverse, there is 
something for everyone. Attend the concert to support Cherish All Children’s model of 
prevention at 3:00 p.m. at Valley of Peace Lutheran Church, 4735 Bassett Creek Drive, 
Golden Valley, MN. Admittance is free, a free will offering will be taken. 
http://www.caritasvocalensemble.org/
Lutheran Social Services Benefit for Youth – Did you know that 3,703 Minnesota 
youth received services from LSSMN in 2017? On Tuesday, May 15, LSS will host a 
Breakfast/Lunch to spotlight programs that provide early intervention and prevention 
services for youth. As a new partner with LSS, Cherish All Children is excited to invite 
you to join us in learning about the many services that nurture, teach, and enable youth 
as they learn to make wise choices to ensure their lifelong success. 
Please join us in supporting this work of keeping children safe and assisting their 
healthy development. Sign up for the breakfast or lunch at 
www.lssmn.org/metroyouthbenefit. Choose Joy McElroy or Ginny Rudloff as your 
table captain or call us if you have any questions. LSS Benefit for Youth, Breakfast at 
7:30, Lunch at 11:30. Nicollet Island Pavilion, 40 Power Street, Minneapolis, MN 
55401.
Stop the Trafficking 5K Walk/Run for Justice – Saturday, June 9th at Purgatory 
Park in Eden Prairie. For the fourth year in a row 
Cherish All Children is putting together a team to 
raise awareness of sex trafficking in our communities 
and help us raise $10,000! To join Team Cherish All 
Children, here is what you will want to do:

1. Register for the Stop the Trafficking Run/Walk 
at http://www.stopthetraffickingrun.org/. There 
is a registration fee.

2. Sign up as a member of Team Cherish All Children at 
https://form.jotform.com/70645794494167.

To donate or invite others to contribute:

FUNDRAISING (AND FUN!) OPPORTUNITIES
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1. Go to http://www.cherishallchildren.org/donate. After filling in your information 
and contribution amount, please specify Team Cherish All Children in the fund 
choice section.

2. Select "In Honor of" in the drop down box and enter the name of the team 
member.

April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month. We are in an unprecedented time of women 
coming forth to share their stories, to be honored, and to come to a place of healing. 
Here we honor the story of Meg Blaine Corrigan, and ask that you pray for healing for 
all who have suffered harm.

A SURVIVOR’S STORY OF HEALING By Meg Blaine Corrigan
Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at 
His feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched Him and how 
she had been instantly healed. Luke 8:47
As a sexual violence survivor, author, speaker and trainer, I have chosen a project each 
year to learn about some aspect of sexual violence unfamiliar to me. Last year, I 
committed to learn about sex trafficking by inviting a friend to a viewing of the 2011 
documentary “Nefarious: Merchant of Souls,” written, directed and produced by 
Benjamin Nolot. The film chronicles human trafficking in the United States, Eastern 
and Western Europe, and Southeast Asia. Several survivors spoke of their conversion 
to Christianity which clearly led to their personal healing. To punctuate the narrative 
and interviews in the documentary, re-enactments were dispersed throughout.
Over four decades ago, I was brutally raped at gunpoint in the mountains of Colorado. 
After the attack, the perpetrator produced a heavy chain hidden in a cloth bag. He said 
he was going to chain me to a tree. I did not believe in God then, but these words came 
out of my mouth, “In the name of God, don’t do this to me!” To my great surprise, the 
man nearly collapsed in front of me. I had clearly hit a nerve. The attacker ran away, 
releasing me from possibly dying alone in the forest. Later, I laid my life down at the 
foot of the cross of Christ and never looked back.
Imagine my shock, after all those years, to find myself being “triggered” when a ten-
second re-enactment during “Nefarious” flashed the image of a woman coming close 
to being chained to a tree by a perpetrator. I jumped, nearly landing in the lap of my 
friend. I was able to recover, but the message was clear: after all these years, the fear 
still resided deep inside my mind. I was able to continue watching the film, but the 
incident was a stark reminder of the trauma we survivors carry with us for the rest of 
our lives. As in my own experience, too many sexual violence perpetrators are never 
caught, never face trial, and never suffer any consequences for their horrific actions. 
But their victims are “sentenced” to a lifetime of pain, fear, shame, guilt, and yes, often 
“flashbacks,” for a crime they did not commit. 
For this reason, we must continue to support programs that provide real help for 
survivors, including crisis intervention, counseling, legal help and ongoing prevention 
efforts to stem the tide and hopefully, one day eliminate sexual violence in our society.
April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month. Won’t you join me in prayer for 
victims/survivors everywhere?

l Please pray for a society in our nation and throughout the world in which a 
woman does not have to fear being sexually violated or exploited.

SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH
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l Pray that those who have survived sexual trauma find realistic and ongoing 
services so they may live out their lives supported, validated and safe from harm.

l Pray that our world can meet the desperate needs of would be perpetrators before
they do harm, and heal those who have already caused harm.

Lord, in the name of our precious Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, hear our prayer.
This article is written by Meg Blaine Corrigan, the author of Then I Am Strong: 
Moving From My Mother’s Daughter To God’s Child, a memoir about her faith 
journey and healing from a dysfunctional childhood and a sexual assault at age 
twenty-five. She holds a Master’s Degree in Counseling from the University of New 
Mexico and is a retired college counselor and former county social worker. Corrigan 
speaks to churches, civic groups, law enforcement agencies, and allied health and 
mental health workers. She and her co-presenter Alexis Acker Halbur lead workshops 
called “Writing Your Way Through Trauma.” Meg and husband Patrick are members 
of Christ Lutheran Church in Lake Elmo, MN. She can be reached at
MegCorrigan@comcast.net or through her website, www.MegCorrigan.com .

By Pastor Mark Tiede, St. Marks Lutheran, Minneapolis, MN

In the weeks leading up to Super Bowl LII arriving in Minneapolis, billboards were 
popping up on the sides of busses and along highways to raise awareness of human 
trafficking and sexual exploitation. Even Uber (a company in the headlines of late for 

their sexual harassment issues) sent a training video to 
all its drivers teaching signs of human trafficking and 
sexual exploitation and empowering them to report any 
suspicions to law enforcement. And the day that I 
watched the Uber video I thought, “What can we do as 
the church? What are we doing?” That same day I 
opened my work email and found that LSS and Cherish 
All Children had together produced a new study titled: 
“My Neighbor is Not for Sale.” It is a powerful four-
week conversation on the realities of human trafficking 
and sexual exploitation (which we used to refer to as 
prostitution) of adults and children. I called immediately 
and ordered it with the intent to add another layer of 

conversation to our Lenten theme of: Living into the Covenant of our Baptism. The 
study includes remarkable Biblical work from theologians Dr. Diane Jacobson, Dr. 
Karoline Lewis, Dr. Rolf Jacobson, and Bishop Patricia Lull and Anna Marsh. 
Over 4 weeks the study engaged the members of St. John’s with lively discussions on 
both Wednesday nights and Thursday mornings. And I’d do it all over again. This 
topic is timely, important and appropriate for adults to middle schoolers. Moreover, 
because it is our children who are targeted - “chosen” by the traffickers - it became 
quite clear while in the midst of this study with our Adults that our Youth needed to 
have this conversation too. So, we also shared the first session DVD with the High 
Schoolers of our ecumenical Youth group. That youth leader is now planning on 
showing that DVD at an event at their church for middle schoolers and their parents.
Because this study teaches us what to look for, how to see signs of human trafficking 
and sexual exploitation, educates us on how to change our language when we talk 
about trafficking and exploitation, equips us with what to do when you see or even 

MY NEIGHBOR IS NOT FOR SALE
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suspect trafficking, and enlightens us with the resources that exist to help the victims 
being trafficked and/or exploited, this study is vital!

CONNECT FOR PREVENTION By Ginny Rudloff

Cherish All Children encourages congregations to connect with other organizations to 
learn more about sexual exploitation and to support those organizations in the 
community. So how do you identify these agencies? Recently Cherish All Children 
updated its list of organizations in Minnesota working with youth at risk of 
exploitation or agencies serving sex trafficked youth. Check it out on our website to 
learn about the services offered, contact information, and geographical location.
How do you locate these organizations in your own community if you’re not in 
Minnesota? See if your locale has a Human Trafficking Task Force which brings 
together law enforcement and victim services agencies. Find out who provides services 
to homeless youth or contact your volunteer hotline to learn about agencies serving sex 
trafficked youth. Ask them how your congregation can help. Most of these 
organizations need food and clothing, tutors, gift cards and a variety of volunteer 
services.
“The Life Story” by World Without Exploitation
There are few things more powerful than the personal story of a survivor of sex 
trafficking. World Without Exploitation has a new project, The Life Story, a series of 
moving and thought provoking testimonies that shatter the idea that prostitution is a 
normal, empowering career. Content includes descriptions of violence, sexual assault, 
abuse, sexism, and racism, but it would be difficult to convey the truth about 
prostitution without including these themes.

FOSTA-SESTA passed by Congress By Ginny Rudloff
In March 2018, Congress passed the Fight Online Sex Trafficking Act (FOSTA) and 
the Stop Enabling Online Sex Trafficking Act (SESTA) to target websites that 
knowingly facilitate sex trafficking or intentionally promote prostitution (pimping). 
FOSTA/SESTA also allows victims to seek civil remedies. This legislation is about 
access to justice. Trafficking victims who have been sold into prostitution through 
online ads have had no legal recourse against the websites that reaped millions of 
dollars in profit from this exploitation. Now victims can sue websites for civil damages 
as victims of crime. The President signed the legislation Wednesday, April 11. World 
Without Exploitation prepared a list of frequently asked questions to respond to many 
of the concerns and rumors about the legislation.
Finally, some good news for victims and survivors!

By Gwen Kuhrt, Board Chair
Please welcome Sue Ferkingstad to the Cherish All Children Advisory Board! Sue 
joined the board at our February meeting, and has worked behind the scenes supporting 
Cherish All Children over the past year. Sue organizes “Team Cherish All Children” in 
the Stop the Trafficking 5K Walk/Run and other fund-raising activities. She also 
engages her congregation, Faith-Lilac Way in Robbinsdale, MN, in education and 
prevention actions to keep children safe from exploitation. Sue brings enthusiasm and 
passion to the board, and her leadership in last year’s 5K event achieved our all-time 
fund-raising record, which she’s excited to beat this year! Welcome Sue!

RESOURCES

MAJOR VICTORY

ADVISORY BOARD UPDATE
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We will also be saying farewell to two current board members, Sue Hembroff and 
Pastor Gary Hedding at the May meeting this year. Sue and Gary have both served on 
the board since September of 2011, offering their expertise and guidance to our 
mission. Their terms were scheduled to end in August 2017, but both agreed to remain 
on the board to help with the strategic planning process through last summer and to 
help ensure a smooth transition process to Lutheran Social Service. A sincere thank 
you to Sue and Gary!

By Amy Froiland-Parada, LICSW
I had the pleasure of talking about some of the work Cherish All Children has been 
doing at a recent conference in Wisconsin titled “Leadership Education and 
Development (LEAD).” Pastors and lay leaders from all over the South Central 
Wisconsin ELCA Synod gather together to worship, connect and attend workshops to 
learn more about opportunities for their faith communities.
Being an active volunteer with survivors of sex trafficking, I was invited to lead a 
workshop on this topic. I was happy to highlight the good work that Cherish All 
Children is doing in faith communities all over. I talked about the Congregational 
Discussion Guide “My Neighbor is Not for Sale,” as well as all of the resources on 
their website for families, church staff and those responsible for updating church 
policies.
I look forward to seeing what faith communities in the South Central Wisconsin ELCA 
Synod do with the resources from Cherish All Children to educate others and become 
more active around the issue of sexual exploitation and trafficking in Wisconsin.

By Joy McElroy
We are now in our 5th month transitioning into Lutheran Social Service, and I am in 
awe of all the amazing people and organizations working tirelessly to support young 
people. From an article I read recently by Carol Hall,

“Awe is a feeling of reverence. It’s a positive moment in time that 
transcends the ordinary, that connects you with something much 

larger than yourself. Awe shocks us into realizing how we’re such a 
small part of something much, much larger – how we must all 

collaborate to survive.”
While we pour through countless resources to update our website with the best new 
material, and we continue merging our systems, and we work to create a youth-
centered resource for churches to address prevention – we are so thankful for your 
continued support of Cherish All Children! Working in collaboration in your 
communities, we can all make a difference.

NEWS FROM SOUTH CENTRAL WISCONSIN SYNOD

SO MANY GREAT RESOURCES...CONTINUING OUR TRANSITION

Cherish All Children is a social ministry that equips
congregations to prevent child sexual exploitation.

"Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend to, discuss,
resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation."

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1)

If you'd like to support our ministry financially, please go to our Donate 
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page: http://www.cherishallchildren.org/donate

| Cherish All Children | 1605 Eustis Street |St. Paul, MN 55108 | 
www.cherishallchildren.org
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