
E-Quipped for Prevention

February 8, 2018

Update on Cherish All Children as a service of LSS MN
What a whirlwind of activity – the Spirit is alive and working through our ministry together!
The first week of January we physically moved our space to Lutheran Social Service in St. 
Paul, MN. Wasting no time, we hosted a Super Bowl Kick-off Event 
on January 13, to engage congregations in action to support the 
extra efforts to prevent trafficking around the Super Bowl. 
Congregation and community members – 100 of us – heard from 
Senator Amy Klobuchar, Sgt. Grant Snyder, and three amazing 
service providers who would be engaged in street outreach and 
expanding their services and shelter capacity during this time.

Congregation members stepped up to provide 
meals, donate supplies for youth, and give 
generously of their time and financial resources 
to support these efforts. Some signed up as volunteers to support 
these organizations on a long-term basis. People of faith sharing light 
and hope.
While all that was going on, we were collaborating with LSS to create 
a Congregational Discussion Guide, My Neighbor is Not for Sale, to 
continue the conversations in our churches of preventing child sexual 
exploitation and trafficking. See the next article for more detail.
Finally, we Thank You, our dedicated supporters, for continuing this 
work with us. There are still many pieces of this transition taking 

place – merging systems, updating website, tracking financials – and we thank you for 
your patience as this all continues. Your financial support continues to allow our work to 
move forward together, continuing the mission to protect all God’s children.
My Neighbor is Not for Sale – A Congregational Discussion Guide
Designed to help your congregation understand the issue of child sexual exploitation and 
trafficking, My Neighbor is Not for Sale is a four-part guide for Adult Education sessions, 
Lenten studies, Youth groups, etc. This is a great tool to get your congregation engaged in 
efforts to prevent exploitation of children and youth in your 
community, to end the demand, and to begin to change the 
culture. Education and awareness are key prevention 
measures in keeping children safe from harm.
Each session introduces you to a key topic to prevent child 
sexual exploitation, offers a Biblical response, and questions 
to discuss in your group. To download the complete study, 
follow this link.
It is our sincere hope that congregations will use this resource 
to learn what action you can take to make a difference to 
protect all children and youth.
Masculinity and Violence
On January 25, 2018, The Center on Women, Gender and 
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Public Policy at the University of Minnesota, presented a panel dialogue to respond to 
recent media attention given to violence and harassment by men against women. The 
panel was asked to explore the connections between masculinity and violence and outline 
some actionable steps that work to address this issue.
Panel members Brian Heilman, Promundo; Ed Heisler, Men As Peacemakers; and Pheng 
Thao, MN Men and Masculine Folks Network, defined the issue and then moved to a 
discussion of how we move forward. Brian Heilman described The Man Box Report, a 
study that revealed that most men, throughout the world, feel pushed to live in the “Man 
Box”, a rigid construction of cultural rules about masculinity. This includes being self-
sufficient, acting tough, looking physically attractive, sticking to rigid gender roles, being 
heterosexual, having sexual prowess, and using aggression to resolve conflicts.
Pheng Thao described domestic violence and commercial sexual exploitation in 
Minnesota. He described his agency’s practice of building a community of men in 
relationship with self and each other to explore and understand gender based violence 
and to develop strategies to end violence within their own communities. He recommended 
viewing Man Forward, a poem by spoken word artist Tou SaiKo Lee which explores the 
many dimensions of masculinity and family violence.
Men As Peacemakers believes that violence is functional, purposeful behavior and that 
men create beliefs that make it okay (“She was asking for it”). Ed Heisler illustrated some 
of the programs they have developed to raise awareness and help men develop strategies 
for addressing violence and sex trafficking. Coaching for Change is an online training 
module to provide tools for coaches to support the healthy development of boys and girls 
and prevent sexual violence. Check out their website for some of the other programs 
they’ve developed to engage boys and men in prevention of sexual violence.
Cherish All Children is encouraged by what it sees as an increased awareness of the 
harmful messages and actions that lead to sex trafficking and sexual violence. Changing 
the message and the behavior is a method of primary prevention which will have a long 
and lasting outcome.
Activity in Our Congregations
Valley of Peace Lutheran Church in Golden Valley, MN was a pilot congregation for 
Cherish All Children in our earliest days and has participated in prevention activities for 
the last decade.
Valley of Peace started prevention with a prayer ministry. The first prayer booklet was 
written by Valley of Peace member, Nancy Rogness. At baptism, families are given a 
letter explaining the prayer ministry which names the person who will be praying for their 
child.
Over the years, the congregation has carried on an active education ministry, including 
both youth and adults and also reaching out to the community. They have formed a 
partnership with other churches in the city to provide weekend food packets to send home 
with school children who might otherwise go hungry. And they were advocates for 
Minnesota’s Safe Harbor legislation.
Recently we heard from Valley of Peace that they “adopted” a mother and child for 
Christmas through Breaking Free, an organization providing direct services to victims and 
survivors of sex trafficking. The congregation was able to provide everything on the 
mother’s wish list for Christmas. In December using Thrivent Action Team dollars, the 
congregation held a hymn sing/piano concert to raise funds to purchase supplies for 
Avenues for Homeless Youth and Breaking Free.
Every year, Valley of Peace has supported Cherish All Children through their annual 
cookie sale, mission of the month donations, and for the last three years, hosting a 
concert/fundraiser for Cherish All Children.
Blessings on your prevention ministry, Valley of Peace. You continue to show us how to 
do it.

Cherish All Children in Wellsville, New York is a two dimension organization. The first 
dimension is an internal mission of Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran congregation. The 
second dimension, called V.O.I.C.E.- Violence Over Innocent Children Everywhere, is a 
community outreach mission with faith-based and social service agencies throughout the 
local Allegany County area.
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V.O.I.C.E. continues this dual focus by beginning all of its meetings with prayer and 
reaching out to local, regional and statewide agencies addressing the needs of families in 
distress. The guiding principle is that when families are in distress, this distress creates 
the painful home environment that leads to all forms of child abuse, including child abuse 
and sexual trafficking.
Recent networking efforts have strengthened our impact. Regular attendance at monthly 
meetings of Partnership for Prevention-Allegany County has gained V.O.I.C.E a place in 
their Family Matters coordinating committee on families in distress. Our efforts are also 
being channeled in coordination with the local school district's newly organized efforts to 
increase communication and coordination of efforts between the school, social service 
resources and the faith-based community. Additionally, we are now working with the newly 
formed Mission Genesee Valley, an interdenominational collaboration by area churches to 
develop strategies to minister grace and mercy to our region.
An exciting new project is emerging out of this partnering for ministry. Building space has 
been granted at no charge by a prominent local business leader for the creation of a 
community center to address the multiple needs of distressed families. With the 
assistance of leadership by a pastor from Mission Genesee Valley and a non-profit 
organizational specialist, the early planning stages are taking shape.
V.O.I,C.E is discerning and discovering how partnering with other community groups 
creates new platforms to address child sexual abuse and ministry to distressed families. 
(Submited by Tim Bancroft and Virginia Vossler)

Faith Lutheran Church in Forest Lake, MN held a Human Trafficking Community 
Presentation in January to hear what’s going on in their community. Over eighty people 
came together to hear from Assistant Washington County Attorney, Imran Ali, and local 
Police Detective Paul Kroshus. They also connected with a local group in the planning 
stages of building a house to serve survivors of sex trafficking.
Several parents in attendance asked how to navigate the digital world we’re immersed in, 
raising our daughters and sons in this time. Faith’s Cherish All Children group has a follow 
up event this spring, to show the film “Screenagers” to parents and youth in their 
community, to support these important conversations within families.
We thank all of you for engaging in these challenging topics in your communities. Faith 
communities have a place at this table, to open the conversations and guide youth in 
finding their way.

Spring Concert
Save the Date! Once again, Valley of Peace Lutheran Church will host a fundraising 
concert by Caritas Vocal Ensemble on Sunday, April 29 at 3:00 p.m. for Cherish All 
Children. Mark your calendars and watch for more information!

Cherish All Children is a social ministry that equips
congregations to prevent child sexual exploitation.

"Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend to, discuss,
resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation."
(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1)

Your donations make this ministry possible! Give today!

Are you a member of Thrivent Financial?
If so, you can designate Cherish All Children to receive

your Choice Dollars. Click here to learn how!

| Cherish All Children | 1605 Eustis Street | St. Paul, MN 55108 | 
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www.cherishallchildren.org
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